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Statutory Interpretation Fundamentals

Legislative History And Intent

Abridged legislation refers to the process of condensing and simplifying complex laws and regulations into
more manageable and easily understandable forms, often for the purpose of making them more accessible
to the general public. This can involve creating summaries or digests of the original legislation, which are
then used to provide an overview of the key points and provisions. In the context of legislative history and
intent, abridged legislation can be useful for researchers and scholars who need to quickly grasp the
essential elements of a particular law or regulation. Related terms include legislative drafting, statutory
interpretation, and regulatory simplification.

Absurdity doctrine is a principle of statutory interpretation that involves considering the potential
consequences of a particular interpretation of a law or regulation. If the interpretation would lead to an
absurd or unreasonable result, then it is likely that the interpretation is incorrect. This doctrine is often used
in conjunction with other principles of interpretation, such as the plain meaning rule and the rule of lenity.
In the context of legislative history and intent, the absurdity doctrine can be useful for identifying potential
flaws or ambiguities in the language of a statute. Related terms include statutory construction, judicial
review, and legislative intent.

Administrative regulation refers to a rule or guideline that is created and enforced by a government agency
or other administrative body. These regulations can have the force of law and are often used to implement
and enforce statutory provisions. In the context of legislative history and intent, administrative regulations
can provide valuable insight into the practical application and interpretation of a particular law or
regulation. Related terms include regulatory law, administrative law, and executive power.

Ambiguity doctrine is a principle of statutory interpretation that involves dealing with unclear or ambiguous
language in a law or regulation. When a statute is ambiguous, the court or interpreter may consider a range
of factors, including the legislative history and intent behind the law, in order to determine the intended
meaning. In the context of legislative history and intent, the ambiguity doctrine can be useful for identifying
potential flaws or ambiguities in the language of a statute.

Appellate review refers to the process by which a higher court reviews and considers the decisions of a
lower court. In the context of legislative history and intent, appellate review can be an important mechanism
for ensuring that the interpretation and application of a particular law or regulation are consistent with the
intentions of the legislature. Related terms include judicial review, appellate jurisdiction, and higher court.

Bill of rights refers to a formal statement of the fundamental rights and freedoms of citizens, often
enshrined in a constitution or other foundational document. In the context of legislative history and intent,
a bill of rights can provide valuable insight into the values and principles that underlie a particular legal
system. Related terms include constitutional law, human rights, and fundamental freedoms.

Canon of statutory interpretation refers to a principle or rule that is used to guide the interpretation of laws
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and regulations. There are many different canons of interpretation, each with its own specific application
and purpose. In the context of legislative history and intent, canons of interpretation can be useful for
identifying the intended meaning of a particular statute or provision.

Case law refers to the body of judicial decisions that have interpreted and applied a particular law or
regulation. In the context of legislative history and intent, case law can provide valuable insight into the
practical application and interpretation of a statute, as well as the evolution of the law over time. Related
terms include judicial decisions, precedent, and common law.

Civil law refers to the body of law that deals with the relationships between individuals and organizations, as
opposed to criminal law, which deals with offenses against the state. In the context of legislative history and
intent, civil law can provide valuable insight into the social and economic context in which a particular law
or regulation was enacted. Related terms include tort law, contract law, and property law.

Codification refers to the process of collecting and organizing a body of laws or regulations into a single,
comprehensive code. In the context of legislative history and intent, codification can be useful for
identifying the intended meaning of a particular statute or provision, as well as the evolution of the law over
time. Related terms include legislative drafting, statutory interpretation, and regulatory reform.

Commandeering doctrine is a principle of statutory interpretation that involves considering the potential
consequences of a particular interpretation of a law or regulation. If the interpretation would require the
commandeering of state or local resources, then it is likely that the interpretation is incorrect. In the context
of legislative history and intent, the commandeering doctrine can be useful for identifying potential flaws or
ambiguities in the language of a statute. Related terms include statutory construction, judicial review, and
federalism.

Common law refers to the body of law that is based on judicial decisions and customs, as opposed to
statutory law, which is based on enacted legislation. In the context of legislative history and intent, common
law can provide valuable insight into the evolution of the law over time, as well as the practical application
and interpretation of a particular statute or provision. Related terms include case law, judicial decisions, and
precedent.

Concurrent jurisdiction refers to the authority of multiple courts or tribunals to hear and decide cases
involving the same subject matter. In the context of legislative history and intent, concurrent jurisdiction can
be an important mechanism for ensuring that the interpretation and application of a particular law or
regulation are consistent with the intentions of the legislature. Related terms include appellate review,
judicial review, and federal jurisdiction.

Constitutional law refers to the body of law that deals with the interpretation and application of a
constitution or other foundational document. In the context of legislative history and intent, constitutional
law can provide valuable insight into the values and principles that underlie a particular legal system.
Related terms include bill of rights, human rights, and fundamental freedoms.

Construction doctrine is a principle of statutory interpretation that involves considering the language and
structure of a law or regulation in order to determine its intended meaning. In the context of legislative
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history and intent, the construction doctrine can be useful for identifying potential flaws or ambiguities in
the language of a statute.

Criminal law refers to the body of law that deals with offenses against the state, as opposed to civil law,
which deals with the relationships between individuals and organizations. In the context of legislative
history and intent, criminal law can provide valuable insight into the social and economic context in which a
particular law or regulation was enacted. Related terms include penal code, criminal procedure, and law
enforcement.

Declaratory judgment is a type of judicial decision that declares the rights and obligations of parties to a
dispute, without providing a remedy or sanction. In the context of legislative history and intent, declaratory
judgments can be useful for clarifying the interpretation and application of a particular law or regulation.
Related terms include judicial review, appellate review, and declaratory relief.

Delegation doctrine is a principle of statutory interpretation that involves considering the authority of a
government agency or other administrative body to make decisions or take actions under a particular law or
regulation. If the delegation of authority is unclear or ambiguous, then the interpretation of the statute may
be subject to challenge. In the context of legislative history and intent, the delegation doctrine can be useful
for identifying potential flaws or ambiguities in the language of a statute. Related terms include statutory
construction, judicial review, and administrative law.

Due process refers to the principle that individuals are entitled to fair treatment and protection under the
law. In the context of legislative history and intent, due process can provide valuable insight into the values
and principles that underlie a particular legal system. Related terms include procedural due process,
substantive due process, and fundamental fairness.

Enumerated powers doctrine is a principle of statutory interpretation that involves considering the specific
powers and authorities granted to a government agency or other administrative body under a particular law
or regulation. If the power or authority is not explicitly enumerated, then it is likely that the interpretation of
the statute is incorrect. In the context of legislative history and intent, the enumerated powers doctrine can
be useful for identifying potential flaws or ambiguities in the language of a statute. Related terms include
statutory construction, judicial review, and constitutional law.

Equal protection refers to the principle that individuals are entitled to equal treatment under the law,
regardless of their race, gender, or other characteristics. In the context of legislative history and intent, equal
protection can provide valuable insight into the values and principles that underlie a particular legal system.
Related terms include due process, substantive due process, and fundamental fairness.

Executive power refers to the authority of the executive branch of government to make decisions and take
actions under a particular law or regulation. In the context of legislative history and intent, executive power
can provide valuable insight into the social and economic context in which a particular law or regulation
was enacted. Related terms include administrative law, regulatory law, and separation of powers.

Ex post facto law refers to a law or regulation that is applied retroactively, or to events that occurred before
the law was enacted. In the context of legislative history and intent, ex post facto laws can be problematic,
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as they may violate the principles of due process and equal protection. Related terms include retroactive
legislation, ex post facto clause, and due process.

Federal jurisdiction refers to the authority of federal courts to hear and decide cases involving federal laws
or the Constitution. In the context of legislative history and intent, federal jurisdiction can be an important
mechanism for ensuring that the interpretation and application of a particular law or regulation are
consistent with the intentions of the legislature. Related terms include appellate review, judicial review, and
concurrent jurisdiction.

Federal question jurisdiction refers to the authority of federal courts to hear and decide cases involving
federal laws or the Constitution. In the context of legislative history and intent, federal question jurisdiction
can be an important mechanism for ensuring that the interpretation and application of a particular law or
regulation are consistent with the intentions of the legislature.

Fundamental fairness refers to the principle that individuals are entitled to fair treatment and protection
under the law. In the context of legislative history and intent, fundamental fairness can provide valuable
insight into the values and principles that underlie a particular legal system. Related terms include due
process, substantive due process, and equal protection.

Human rights refer to the fundamental rights and freedoms that are inherent to all individuals, regardless of
their nationality or circumstances. In the context of legislative history and intent, human rights can provide
valuable insight into the values and principles that underlie a particular legal system. Related terms include
bill of rights, constitutional law, and fundamental freedoms.

In pari materia doctrine is a principle of statutory interpretation that involves considering the relationship
between multiple statutes or provisions that deal with the same subject matter. In the context of legislative
history and intent, the in pari materia doctrine can be useful for identifying potential flaws or ambiguities in
the language of a statute.

In terrorem doctrine is a principle of statutory interpretation that involves considering the potential
consequences of a particular interpretation of a law or regulation. If the interpretation would lead to an
unreasonable or unjust result, then it is likely that the interpretation is incorrect. In the context of legislative
history and intent, the in terrorem doctrine can be useful for identifying potential flaws or ambiguities in the
language of a statute.

Judicial review refers to the process by which a court reviews and considers the decisions of a government
agency or other administrative body. In the context of legislative history and intent, judicial review can be
an important mechanism for ensuring that the interpretation and application of a particular law or
regulation are consistent with the intentions of the legislature. Related terms include appellate review,
judicial decisions, and separation of powers.

Law of the land refers to the principle that the law applies equally to all individuals, regardless of their social
status or position. In the context of legislative history and intent, the law of the land can provide valuable
insight into the values and principles that underlie a particular legal system. Related terms include due
process, substantive due process, and fundamental fairness.
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Legislative drafting refers to the process of creating and revising laws and regulations. In the context of
legislative history and intent, legislative drafting can provide valuable insight into the social and economic
context in which a particular law or regulation was enacted. Related terms include statutory interpretation,
regulatory law, and legislative intent.

Legislative history refers to the process of tracing the development and evolution of a particular law or
regulation. In the context of legislative history and intent, legislative history can provide valuable insight
into the intentions and goals of the legislature, as well as the social and economic context in which the law
was enacted. Related terms include legislative intent, statutory interpretation, and regulatory law.

Legislative intent refers to the purpose or goal that the legislature had in mind when enacting a particular
law or regulation. In the context of legislative history and intent, legislative intent can provide valuable
insight into the values and principles that underlie a particular legal system. Related terms include legislative
history, statutory interpretation, and regulatory law.

Lenity doctrine is a principle of statutory interpretation that involves considering the potential
consequences of a particular interpretation of a law or regulation. In the context of legislative history and
intent, the lenity doctrine can be useful for identifying potential flaws or ambiguities in the language of a
statute.

Mandamus is a type of judicial decision that requires a government agency or other administrative body to
take a specific action or make a particular decision. In the context of legislative history and intent,
mandamus can be useful for clarifying the interpretation and application of a particular law or regulation.

Plain meaning rule is a principle of statutory interpretation that involves considering the literal or ordinary
meaning of the language used in a law or regulation. This doctrine is often used in conjunction with other
principles of interpretation, such as the rule of lenity and the absurdity doctrine. In the context of legislative
history and intent, the plain meaning rule can be useful for identifying potential flaws or ambiguities in the
language of a statute.

Precedent refers to a previous judicial decision or ruling that is used as a guide or authority for deciding
similar cases in the future. In the context of legislative history and intent, precedent can provide valuable
insight into the evolution of the law over time, as well as the practical application and interpretation of a
particular statute or provision. Related terms include case law, judicial decisions, and stare decisis.

Presumption of constitutionality refers to the principle that a law or regulation is presumed to be
constitutional, unless it is shown to be otherwise. In the context of legislative history and intent, the
presumption of constitutionality can provide valuable insight into the values and principles that underlie a
particular legal system. Related terms include constitutional law, judicial review, and legislative intent.

Privilege doctrine is a principle of statutory interpretation that involves considering the privileges or
immunities that are granted to individuals or organizations under a particular law or regulation. If the
privilege or immunity is unclear or ambiguous, then the interpretation of the statute may be subject to
challenge. In the context of legislative history and intent, the privilege doctrine can be useful for identifying
potential flaws or ambiguities in the language of a statute.
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Procedural due process refers to the principle that individuals are entitled to fair treatment and protection
under the law, particularly in the context of administrative or judicial proceedings. In the context of
legislative history and intent, procedural due process can provide valuable insight into the values and
principles that underlie a particular legal system.

Public policy refers to the principles and values that underlie a particular law or regulation, particularly in
the context of the public interest. In the context of legislative history and intent, public policy can provide
valuable insight into the social and economic context in which a particular law or regulation was enacted.

Regulatory law refers to the body of law that deals with the regulation of economic and social activities,
particularly in the context of government agencies or other administrative bodies. In the context of
legislative history and intent, regulatory law can provide valuable insight into the social and economic
context in which a particular law or regulation was enacted. Related terms include administrative law,
regulatory reform, and executive power.

Retroactive legislation refers to a law or regulation that is applied retroactively, or to events that occurred
before the law was enacted. In the context of legislative history and intent, retroactive legislation can be
problematic, as it may violate the principles of due process and equal protection. Related terms include ex
post facto law, ex post facto clause, and due process.

Rule of lenity is a principle of statutory interpretation that involves considering the potential consequences
of a particular interpretation of a law or regulation. This doctrine is often used in conjunction with other
principles of interpretation, such as the plain meaning rule and the absurdity doctrine. In the context of
legislative history and intent, the rule of lenity can be useful for identifying potential flaws or ambiguities in
the language of a statute.

Severability doctrine is a principle of statutory interpretation that involves considering the relationship
between multiple provisions or clauses in a law or regulation. If one provision or clause is found to be
unconstitutional or invalid, then the remaining provisions or clauses may still be valid and enforceable. In
the context of legislative history and intent, the severability doctrine can be useful for identifying potential
flaws or ambiguities in the language of a statute.

Stare decisis is a principle of statutory interpretation that involves considering the precedent or prior
decisions of a court or other judicial body. In the context of legislative history and intent, stare decisis can
be useful for identifying potential flaws or ambiguities in the language of a statute.

Statutory construction refers to the process of interpreting and applying a law or regulation. In the context
of legislative history and intent, statutory construction can provide valuable insight into the values and
principles that underlie a particular legal system.

Statutory interpretation refers to the process of interpreting and applying a law or regulation. In the context
of legislative history and intent, statutory interpretation can provide valuable insight into the values and
principles that underlie a particular legal system. Related terms include legislative intent, statutory
construction, and regulatory law.
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Substantive due process refers to the principle that individuals are entitled to fair treatment and protection
under the law, particularly in the context of administrative or judicial proceedings. In the context of
legislative history and intent, substantive due process can provide valuable insight into the values and
principles that underlie a particular legal system. Related terms include due process, procedural due
process, and fundamental fairness.

Tort law refers to the body of law that deals with the relationships between individuals and organizations,
particularly in the context of civil wrongs or injuries. In the context of legislative history and intent, tort law
can provide valuable insight into the social and economic context in which a particular law or regulation
was enacted. Related terms include civil law, contract law, and property law.

Ultra vires doctrine is a principle of statutory interpretation that involves considering the authority of a
government agency or other administrative body to make decisions or take actions under a particular law or
regulation. If the agency or body exceeds its authority, then the interpretation of the statute may be subject
to challenge. In the context of legislative history and intent, the ultra vires doctrine can be useful for
identifying potential flaws or ambiguities in the language of a statute.
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