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Statutory Interpretation Fundamentals

Administrative Regulation Interpretation

Administrative Law refers to the body of law that governs the administration and regulation of government
agencies, including the interpretation of statutes and regulations. Administrative law is a key component of
statutory interpretation, as it provides the framework for understanding how government agencies exercise
their authority and make decisions. Administrative Procedure Act is a federal law that governs the
procedures used by federal agencies to make rules and adjudicate cases. The Act sets out the requirements
for notice and comment rulemaking, as well as the procedures for agency adjudications. Advisory Opinion is
a non-binding opinion issued by a court or agency that provides guidance on a particular issue or question.
Advisory opinions are often sought by government officials or agencies seeking to understand the legal
implications of a particular course of action. Ambiguity refers to a provision or term in a statute or
regulation that is open to multiple interpretations. Ambiguity can be either patent, meaning it is apparent
on the face of the provision, or latent, meaning it is not immediately apparent but becomes clear upon
closer examination. Appellate Review refers to the process by which a higher court reviews the decision of a
lower court or agency. Appellate review is an important aspect of statutory interpretation, as it allows for
the correction of errors and the development of precedent. Canons of Statutory Interpretation are rules or
principles used by courts to interpret statutes. Canons include the plain meaning rule, the rule of lenity, and
the rule of necessity, among others. Chevron Deference is a doctrine of deference that requires courts to
defer to an agency's interpretation of a statute if the statute is ambiguous and the agency's interpretation is
reasonable. Chevron deference is a key component of administrative law and statutory interpretation. Clear
and Convincing Evidence is a standard of proof that requires a party to show that their claim or position is
highly likely to be true. Clear and convincing evidence is a higher standard than a preponderance of the
evidence, but lower than proof beyond a reasonable doubt. Constitutional Law refers to the body of law
that governs the interpretation and application of a country's constitution. Constitutional law is a key
component of statutory interpretation, as it provides the framework for understanding the powers and
limitations of government. Declaratory Judgment is a ruling by a court that declares the rights and
obligations of parties to a dispute. Declaratory judgments are often sought in cases where a party seeks to
clarify their rights or obligations under a statute or regulation. Delegation Doctrine refers to the doctrine
that governs the delegation of authority from Congress to executive agencies. The delegation doctrine
requires that delegations of authority be clear and specific, and that agencies act within the bounds of their
delegated authority. Enabling Legislation is a statute that grants authority to an agency or government
entity to take a particular action or make a particular decision. Enabling legislation is often used to establish
new government programs or agencies. Ex parte Communication refers to a communication between a
decision-maker and one party to a dispute, without the knowledge or participation of the other party. Ex
parte communications are generally prohibited in agency adjudications, as they can create an unfair
advantage for one party. Executive Order is a directive issued by the president or a governor that has the
force of law. Executive orders are often used to implement policy initiatives or respond to emergency
situations. Federal Register is the official publication of the federal government that contains notices of
proposed rulemaking, final rules, and other agency actions. The Federal Register is an important resource
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for understanding agency actions and statutory interpretation. Final Agency Action refers to the final
decision or action taken by an agency in a particular matter. Final agency actions can be appealed to a
court, and are often subject to judicial review. Formal Rulemaking refers to a process of rulemaking that
involves a formal hearing and the opportunity for public comment. Formal rulemaking is often required for
rules that have a significant impact on the public or the economy. Hearing Officer is a person who presides
over an agency hearing or adjudication. Hearing officers are often used in formal rulemaking or
adjudicatory proceedings, and are responsible for ensuring that the proceedings are fair and impartial.
Injunctive Relief refers to a remedy that requires a party to take a particular action or cease a particular
activity. Injunctive relief is often sought in cases where a party has been harmed or is likely to be harmed by
the actions of another. Interim Final Rule is a rule that is issued without prior notice and comment, but is
subject to comment and revision after it is issued. Interim final rules are often used in emergency situations
or where delay would be impracticable. Interpretive Rule is a rule that interprets or explains a statute or
regulation, but does not have the force of law. Interpretive rules are often used to provide guidance to the
public or to clarify the meaning of a particular provision. Judicial Review refers to the process by which a
court reviews the decision or action of an agency. Judicial review is an important aspect of statutory
interpretation, as it allows for the correction of errors and the development of precedent. Legislative History
refers to the record of the legislative process, including committee reports, hearings, and floor debates.
Legislative history is often used to understand the intent of the legislature and the meaning of a particular
provision. Legislative Intent refers to the purpose or goal that the legislature had in mind when enacting a
particular statute. Legislative intent is often discerned through the use of legislative history and other tools
of statutory interpretation. Mandamus is a writ that requires a government official or agency to take a
particular action. Mandamus is often used to compel an agency to perform a ministerial duty or to make a
decision. Notice and Comment Rulemaking refers to the process of rulemaking that involves notice to the
public and an opportunity for comment. Notice and comment rulemaking is required for most federal
agency rulemaking, and is an important aspect of statutory interpretation. Ombudsman is a person who
investigates and resolves complaints about government agencies or programs. Ombudsmen are often used
to provide an independent review of agency actions and to ensure that agencies are acting fairly and
impartially. Plain Meaning Rule is a rule of statutory interpretation that requires courts to interpret statutes
according to their plain meaning. The plain meaning rule is often used in conjunction with other canons of
statutory interpretation. Policy Statement is a statement that sets out the policy or approach of an agency
on a particular issue. Policy statements are often used to provide guidance to the public or to clarify the
agency's position on a particular issue. Precedent refers to a prior decision or ruling that is used as a guide
or basis for making a decision in a similar case. Precedent is an important aspect of statutory interpretation,
as it allows for the development of a consistent and predictable body of law. Presumption of Regularity
refers to the presumption that government agencies and officials have acted in accordance with the law and
their delegated authority. The presumption of regularity is often used to uphold agency actions, unless
there is evidence to the contrary. Procedural Rule is a rule that governs the procedure or process used by an
agency. Procedural rules are often used to ensure that agency actions are fair, efficient, and transparent.
Public Comment refers to the opportunity for the public to provide input or comment on a proposed rule or
agency action. Public comment is an important aspect of notice and comment rulemaking, and allows for
the public to participate in the rulemaking process. Regulatory Flexibility Act is a statute that requires
agencies to consider the impact of their rules on small businesses and other small entities. The Regulatory
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Flexibility Act is an important aspect of statutory interpretation, as it requires agencies to balance their
regulatory goals with the needs and concerns of small entities. Regulatory Impact Analysis is a analysis of
the potential impact of a proposed rule or agency action. Regulatory impact analyses are often used to
evaluate the costs and benefits of a particular rule or action, and to ensure that agencies are making
informed decisions. Regulatory Policy refers to the overall approach or strategy used by an agency to
regulate a particular area or industry. Regulatory policy is often set out in policy statements or other
guidance documents, and is an important aspect of statutory interpretation. Repeal refers to the act of
repealing or canceling a statute or regulation. Repeal is often used to eliminate outdated or unnecessary
laws or regulations, and to make way for new or revised provisions. Rule of Lenity is a rule of statutory
interpretation that requires courts to interpret ambiguous statutes in favor of the party that would be most
harshly affected by the statute. The rule of lenity is often used in criminal cases, where the stakes are high
and the consequences of a harsh interpretation would be severe. Rulemaking refers to the process by which
an agency creates or modifies a rule or regulation. Rulemaking is an important aspect of statutory
interpretation, as it allows agencies to implement and enforce statutes in a fair and efficient manner.
Separation of Powers refers to the doctrine that divides power among the legislative, executive, and judicial
branches of government. Separation of powers is an important aspect of statutory interpretation, as it
ensures that each branch of government has a check on the others and that no one branch has too much
power. Small Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act is a statute that provides protections for small
businesses and other small entities from excessive or unfair regulatory burdens. The Small Business
Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act is an important aspect of statutory interpretation, as it requires
agencies to consider the impact of their rules on small entities and to provide relief when necessary.
Standing refers to the right of a party to bring a lawsuit or challenge an agency action. Standing is an
important aspect of statutory interpretation, as it ensures that only parties with a legitimate interest in the
outcome of a case can participate in the judicial process. Statute of Limitations refers to the time limit within
which a party must bring a lawsuit or challenge an agency action. Statutes of limitations are often used to
ensure that claims are brought in a timely manner and that agencies are not subject to endless litigation.
Substantive Rule is a rule that has the force of law and is used to implement or enforce a statute.
Substantive rules are often used to establish new regulatory requirements or to modify existing ones.
Summary Judgment is a ruling by a court that resolves a case without a full trial. Summary judgment is
often used in cases where there are no genuine issues of material fact and the moving party is entitled to
judgment as a matter of law. Telecommunications Act is a statute that governs the regulation of
telecommunications services, including telephone, internet, and television services. The Telecommunications
Act is an important aspect of statutory interpretation, as it provides the framework for understanding the
regulation of these services. Tort Claim refers to a claim for damages or other relief based on a tort, or civil
wrong. Tort claims are often brought against government agencies or officials, and are subject to various
limitations and defenses. Unfunded Mandates Reform Act is a statute that requires agencies to evaluate the
impact of their rules on state and local governments and to provide funding for any mandates that exceed a
certain threshold. The Unfunded Mandates Reform Act is an important aspect of statutory interpretation, as
it ensures that agencies consider the impact of their rules on other levels of government. Vacatur refers to
the act of vacating or canceling a rule or regulation. Vacatur is often used to eliminate rules or regulations
that are no longer necessary or that have been held to be invalid. Waiver refers to the act of waiving or
surrendering a right or claim. Waiver is often used in cases where a party has failed to assert a claim or right
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in a timely manner, and is subject to various limitations and defenses. Written Comment refers to a
comment or statement that is submitted in writing, often in response to a proposed rule or agency action.
Written comments are an important aspect of notice and comment rulemaking, and allow for the public to
participate in the rulemaking process. Yellow Book refers to a publication that provides guidance on the
principles and procedures of federal agency rulemaking. The Yellow Book is an important resource for
understanding the rulemaking process and the principles of statutory interpretation. Zipper Clause is a
provision that requires a party to waive or surrender a right or claim in exchange for some other benefit or
consideration. Zipper clauses are often used in settlements or other agreements, and are subject to various
limitations and defenses.
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