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Professional Certificate in Strategic Conflict Analysis and AI

Strategic Conflict Theory Foundations

Actor‑Network Theory (ANT) Definition: A sociological framework that maps relationships among human
and non‑human actors to understand how they co‑produce conflict dynamics. Related terms: sociotechnical
systems, agency, mediation. Example: the interplay of drones, commanders, and data feeds. Practical
application: Mapping AI‑driven decision loops in multinational exercises. Challenges: attributing agency to
algorithms without oversimplifying human intent.

Alliance Formation Definition: The process by which states or groups create formal or informal partnerships
to balance threats. Related terms: coalition, collective security, burden‑sharing. Example: the NATO response
to a cyber‑attack. Practical application: Designing AI‑enabled joint‑command platforms that synchronize
disparate force structures. Challenges: reconciling divergent strategic cultures and data‑sharing restrictions.

Artificial Intelligence (AI) Definition: Computational techniques that enable machines to perform tasks
requiring perception, reasoning, learning, or decision‑making. Related terms: machine learning, deep
learning, autonomous systems. Example: predictive analytics forecasting insurgent movements. Practical
application: Real‑time risk assessment dashboards for crisis managers. Challenges: bias in training data,
explainability, and ethical constraints on lethal autonomy.

Asymmetric Warfare Definition: Conflict where opponents possess markedly different capabilities, tactics, or
resources, often exploiting vulnerabilities of stronger adversaries. Related terms: guerrilla tactics, hybrid
warfare, low‑intensity conflict. Example: use of improvised explosive devices against armored convoys.
Practical application: AI‑driven pattern‑of‑life analysis to detect subtle insurgent activities. Challenges:
calibrating sensor thresholds to avoid false positives and civilian harm.

Bargaining Theory Definition: A branch of game theory that examines how parties negotiate terms of
conflict resolution, focusing on offers, counter‑offers, and credibility. Related terms: Nash equilibrium,
ultimatum game, negotiation tactics. Example: peace talks mediated by a neutral AI‑facilitator. Practical
application: Automated proposal generation tools that simulate multiple concession scenarios. Challenges:
modeling irrational preferences and information asymmetries.

Bilateral Conflict Definition: A dispute involving two primary actors, each pursuing distinct objectives, often
characterized by direct engagement. Related terms: dyadic war, two‑state rivalry, strategic rivalry. Example:
border skirmishes between neighboring nations. Practical application: AI‑assisted deconfliction systems that
predict escalation pathways. Challenges: limited data transparency and rapid shifts in diplomatic signaling.

Battle‑Space Continuum Definition: The integrated spectrum of physical, informational, and cognitive
domains where conflict unfolds. Related terms: multi‑domain operations, information environment,
cognitive warfare. Example: coordinated cyber and kinetic strikes on command nodes. Practical application:
Unified command interfaces that fuse sensor feeds across domains. Challenges: ensuring interoperability
and avoiding data overload.
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Bias Mitigation Definition: Techniques employed to reduce systematic errors in AI models that could skew
conflict analysis outcomes. Related terms: fairness, preprocessing, algorithmic auditing. Example:
re‑weighting training data to balance representation of minority groups. Practical application: Continuous
model monitoring dashboards for conflict risk scoring. Challenges: detecting hidden bias in classified
datasets.

Capability Gap Analysis Definition: Assessment of the disparity between required and existing resources,
technologies, or skills for effective conflict management. Related terms: force readiness, capability shortfall,
resource allocation. Example: identifying shortfalls in cyber‑defense personnel. Practical application:
AI‑driven gap‑identification tools that recommend procurement priorities. Challenges: forecasting future
threat evolution and budgetary constraints.

Cascade Effect Definition: A chain reaction where a localized event triggers broader systemic consequences
across the conflict environment. Related terms: spillover, contagion, systemic risk. Example: a single
cyber‑intrusion destabilizing regional power grids. Practical application: Early‑warning models that simulate
propagation of disruptions. Challenges: modeling complex interdependencies and uncertainty.

Centricity of Perception Definition: The principle that actors’ subjective interpretations of events shape
strategic choices and conflict trajectories. Related terms: framing, cognitive bias, narrative analysis. Example:
media portrayal influencing public support for a military operation. Practical application: Sentiment‑analysis
engines that track perception shifts in real time. Challenges: distinguishing genuine sentiment from
coordinated misinformation.

Coercive Diplomacy Definition: The use of threats or limited force to influence an adversary’s behavior while
leaving diplomatic channels open. Related terms: compellence, deterrence, pressure tactics. Example:
imposing targeted sanctions while negotiating a ceasefire. Practical application: AI‑enabled scenario
planning that evaluates the cost‑benefit of incremental pressure. Challenges: calibrating threat credibility
and avoiding escalation.

Collective Security Definition: An arrangement where multiple actors agree to mutual defense against
aggression, aiming to deter conflict through shared commitment. Related terms: security alliance,
multilateral treaty, joint defense. Example: UN peacekeeping missions supported by regional forces.
Practical application: Integrated command platforms that coordinate multinational assets. Challenges:
reconciling divergent rules of engagement and political will.

Conflict Escalation Ladder Definition: A conceptual model that outlines progressive steps from low‑intensity
tension to full‑scale war. Related terms: escalation dynamics, de‑escalation, crisis management. Example:
progression from diplomatic protest to naval blockade. Practical application: AI‑based escalation
monitoring that flags threshold breaches. Challenges: accounting for non‑linear jumps and surprise actions.

Conflict Modeling Definition: The construction of quantitative or qualitative representations of conflict
processes to predict outcomes and test policies. Related terms: simulation, wargaming, system dynamics.
Example: agent‑based model simulating insurgent recruitment cycles. Practical application:
Decision‑support tools that run rapid “what‑if” analyses. Challenges: validating models against real‑world
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data and managing computational complexity.

Contested Domain Definition: An area—physical or virtual—where multiple actors vie for control,
influencing strategic advantage. Related terms: disputed territory, cyberspace, information sphere. Example:
competition over satellite bandwidth for communications. Practical application: AI‑driven spectrum
management to allocate resources dynamically. Challenges: sovereignty disputes and rapid technological
change.

Counterinsurgency (COIN) Definition: A comprehensive approach to defeat insurgent movements through
combined military, political, and socio‑economic actions. Related terms: hearts‑and‑minds, stability
operations, population security. Example: building local governance structures to undercut rebel influence.
Practical application: Predictive policing tools that allocate resources to vulnerable communities. Challenges:
balancing force protection with civilian trust and avoiding cultural missteps.

Critical Infrastructure Protection Definition: Strategies and technologies used to safeguard essential services
—energy, transport, communications—from disruption. Related terms: resilience, redundancy,
cyber‑hardening. Example: hardening power grids against electromagnetic pulse attacks. Practical
application: AI‑enabled anomaly detection that isolates compromised nodes. Challenges: integrating legacy
systems and coordinating across jurisdictions.

Deterrence Theory Definition: The strategic concept that credible threat of retaliation prevents adversaries
from initiating hostile actions. Related terms: deterrence by punishment, deterrence by denial, credible
threat. Example: maintaining a survivable nuclear triad to dissuade first strike. Practical application: AI risk
calculators that assess the perceived strength of deterrent forces. Challenges: signaling intent without
provoking arms races.

Disinformation Campaign Definition: Coordinated efforts to spread false or misleading information to
manipulate perceptions and decision‑making. Related terms: propaganda, information operations, fake
news. Example: social‑media bots amplifying fabricated casualty figures. Practical application:
Machine‑learning classifiers that flag coordinated inauthentic behavior. Challenges: preserving free speech
while countering malign influence.

Doctrine Development Definition: The systematic process of formulating principles that guide the
employment of military and security capabilities. Related terms: policy, strategy, operational concept.
Example: publishing a doctrine on autonomous weapon system usage. Practical application:
Knowledge‑base tools that track doctrinal revisions and their impact on training. Challenges: keeping
doctrine agile amid rapid technological advances.

Dynamic Systems Theory Definition: An analytical lens that treats conflict as a set of interacting components
that evolve over time, emphasizing feedback loops and emergent behavior. Related terms: complexity,
non‑linear dynamics, attractor states. Example: feedback between public opinion and military recruitment
rates. Practical application: Real‑time dashboards visualizing system trajectories. Challenges: capturing
high‑frequency data and avoiding over‑fitting.

Economic Sanctions Definition: Restrictive measures that limit trade, finance, or investment to coerce policy
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changes without direct military force. Related terms: embargo, trade restriction, coercive economics.
Example: freezing sovereign assets to pressure nuclear negotiations. Practical application: AI‑driven
compliance monitoring that tracks sanction‑evading networks. Challenges: unintended humanitarian
impacts and secondary market adaptations.

Electronic Warfare (EW) Definition: The use of electromagnetic spectrum operations to disrupt, deceive, or
deny enemy communications and sensors. Related terms: jamming, electronic attack, spectrum dominance.
Example: spoofing GPS signals to misguide enemy navigation. Practical application: Adaptive EW suites that
adjust tactics based on AI‑predicted enemy counter‑measures. Challenges: rapid spectrum congestion and
collateral effects on civilian infrastructure.

Empirical Validation Definition: The process of testing theoretical models against observed data to confirm
accuracy and reliability. Related terms: calibration, verification, evidence‑based analysis. Example: comparing
simulation outcomes with historical conflict archives. Practical application: Continuous learning pipelines
that refine AI models using new conflict data. Challenges: limited access to classified datasets and
survivorship bias.

Escalation Management Definition: The set of policies and tools used to prevent conflict from intensifying
beyond intended levels. Related terms: crisis de‑escalation, conflict containment, risk mitigation. Example:
establishing hotlines between rival commanders during a standoff. Practical application: AI alerts that
highlight escalation indicators in diplomatic communications. Challenges: real‑time data latency and
differing interpretation standards.

Force Multipliers Definition: Assets or technologies that increase the effectiveness of a given force without
proportionally increasing size. Related terms: leverage, capability enhancer, technology edge. Example:
unmanned aerial vehicles extending surveillance reach. Practical application: AI‑driven targeting algorithms
that optimize limited munitions. Challenges: dependency on complex systems and vulnerability to
disruption.

Game Theory Definition: A mathematical framework for analyzing strategic interactions where outcomes
depend on the choices of multiple decision‑makers. Related terms: payoff matrix, strategic equilibrium,
zero‑sum game. Example: modeling negotiations over resource allocation in a disputed zone. Practical
application: Automated scenario generators that explore optimal strategies under uncertainty. Challenges:
simplifying real‑world preferences and accounting for bounded rationality.

Geopolitical Risk Assessment Definition: Evaluation of how political, economic, and social factors across
regions influence security environments. Related terms: risk mapping, strategic foresight, scenario planning.
Example: assessing the impact of a regime change on regional stability. Practical application: AI‑enhanced
dashboards that synthesize open‑source intelligence with satellite imagery. Challenges: data reliability and
rapidly shifting alliances.

Hybrid Warfare Definition: An integrated approach that blends conventional, irregular, cyber, and
information tactics to achieve strategic objectives. Related terms: gray zone, multi‑domain conflict, irregular
tactics. Example: combining cyber attacks with covert special‑operations incursions. Practical application:
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Cross‑domain analytics platforms that detect synchronized activity clusters. Challenges: attribution
ambiguity and inter‑agency coordination.

Information Operations (IO) Definition: Coordinated actions that influence, disrupt, corrupt, or usurp the
decision‑making of adversaries through information. Related terms: psychological operations, cyber
influence, strategic communication. Example: broadcasting tailored narratives to undermine enemy morale.
Practical application: AI‑generated content recommendation systems that target specific demographic
segments. Challenges: ethical boundaries and counter‑measure resilience.

Intelligence Cycle Definition: The systematic process of direction, collection, processing, analysis,
dissemination, and feedback in intelligence work. Related terms: SPOT, OODA loop, analytic workflow.
Example: collecting signals intelligence to support a tactical operation. Practical application: Automated
workflow orchestration that routes raw data to AI analysts for rapid insight. Challenges: maintaining data
security and avoiding analytic bias.

Interoperability Definition: The ability of diverse systems, organizations, and nations to work together
effectively, exchanging data and coordinating actions. Related terms: standardization, joint operations, data
fusion. Example: joint NATO‑EU cyber‑defense exercises using common protocols. Practical application:
Open‑source APIs that enable AI tools to ingest heterogeneous sensor feeds. Challenges: reconciling
classification levels and legacy system constraints.

Joint All‑Domain Command and Control (JADC2) Definition: An emerging architecture that links sensors,
shooters, and decision‑makers across land, sea, air, space, and cyber domains. Related terms:
network‑centric warfare, integrated battlespace, C4ISR. Example: real‑time targeting data from satellites fed
directly to fighter jets. Practical application: AI‑driven data‑fusion engines that prioritize lethal intent across
domains. Challenges: bandwidth limitations, cyber‑security, and command authority clarity.

Kinetic Operations Definition: Military actions that involve physical force, ranging from conventional battles
to precision strikes. Related terms: conventional warfare, firepower, direct action. Example: artillery
bombardment to suppress enemy positions. Practical application: AI‑guided munitions that adjust trajectory
based on real‑time terrain data. Challenges: collateral damage mitigation and rules‑of‑engagement
compliance.

Learning Curve Effect Definition: The phenomenon where repeated practice leads to performance
improvements, reducing time, cost, or resource consumption. Related terms: proficiency gain, skill
acquisition, efficiency gains. Example: operators mastering drone controls faster with simulation training.
Practical application: Adaptive curricula that allocate AI‑generated training scenarios based on learner
progress. Challenges: plateau effects and over‑reliance on automated feedback.

Logistics Resilience Definition: The capacity of supply chains to absorb shocks, maintain flow, and recover
quickly from disruptions. Related terms: supply‑chain continuity, redundancy, sustainment. Example:
pre‑positioned warehouses enabling rapid humanitarian response. Practical application: Predictive analytics
that forecast demand spikes and reroute resources automatically. Challenges: data sharing across private
and public sectors and geopolitical constraints.
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Machine Ethics Definition: The field concerned with embedding moral principles into autonomous systems
that may influence life‑or‑death decisions. Related terms: autonomous weapons, ethical AI, value alignment.
Example: programming a drone to abort a strike if civilian presence is detected. Practical application:
Rule‑based frameworks that guide AI decision trees during engagement. Challenges: cultural variability in
ethical standards and verification of compliance.

Margin of Victory Definition: The quantitative or qualitative measure of success that determines whether an
objective is achieved. Related terms: success criteria, performance metric, outcome threshold. Example:
capturing 75 % of contested territory within a set timeframe. Practical application: AI dashboards that track
real‑time progress against mission milestones. Challenges: defining appropriate metrics for complex,
multi‑objective operations.

Meta‑Analysis Definition: A statistical technique that aggregates findings from multiple studies to identify
overarching patterns or effects. Related terms: systematic review, evidence synthesis, data aggregation.
Example: combining case studies on insurgent recruitment to derive common drivers. Practical application:
AI‑assisted literature mining that extracts key variables from classified reports. Challenges: heterogeneity of
source material and classification barriers.

Mission‑Command Philosophy Definition: A command approach that empowers subordinate leaders with
intent and authority to exercise disciplined initiative. Related terms: decentralized execution, empowerment,
intent‑based leadership. Example: delegating operational flexibility to field commanders during fluid
engagements. Practical application: AI‑enabled intent‑translation tools that convert strategic goals into
actionable tasks. Challenges: maintaining coherence while fostering autonomy.

Multi‑Criteria Decision Analysis (MCDA) Definition: A structured method for evaluating alternatives based
on multiple, often conflicting, criteria. Related terms: weighted scoring, decision matrix, trade‑off analysis.
Example: selecting a platform that balances cost, survivability, and interoperability. Practical application:
Interactive AI interfaces that allow analysts to adjust weights and instantly see impact on rankings.
Challenges: subjectivity in weight assignment and data incompleteness.

Network‑Centric Warfare (NCW) Definition: A doctrine that leverages robust information networks to
achieve shared situational awareness and rapid decision‑making. Related terms: information superiority,
distributed operations, collaborative combat. Example: units receiving live sensor feeds to synchronize
attacks. Practical application: AI‑driven data‑fusion layers that fuse disparate feeds into a common
operational picture. Challenges: network latency, cyber vulnerability, and information overload.

Non‑State Actor Definition: An organization or individual that exerts influence in the international system
without sovereign status, such as insurgent groups, corporations, or NGOs. Related terms: proxy, irregular
force, transnational network. Example: terrorist organization conducting cross‑border attacks. Practical
application: AI‑enabled entity‑resolution tools that map relationships among disparate actors. Challenges:
limited data access and fluid organizational structures.

Operational Art Definition: The planning and execution of campaigns that link tactical actions to strategic
objectives, emphasizing timing, sequencing, and resource allocation. Related terms: campaign planning,
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theater operations, strategic design. Example: coordinating air, land, and cyber assets to isolate a hostile
enclave. Practical application: AI‑supported wargaming platforms that visualize campaign timelines and
resource flows. Challenges: integrating divergent data sources and ensuring model fidelity.

OODA Loop (Observe‑Orient‑Decide‑Act) Definition: A decision‑making cycle that emphasizes rapid
situational awareness and adaptation. Related terms: feedback loop, decision cycle, tempo. Example: pilots
processing sensor data to adjust attack vectors in seconds. Practical application: AI agents that accelerate
the “Observe” and “Orient” phases through automated pattern recognition. Challenges: maintaining human
oversight and avoiding over‑automation.

Open‑Source Intelligence (OSINT) Definition: Information collected from publicly available sources, such as
media, social platforms, and academic publications. Related terms: HUMINT, SIGINT, GEOINT. Example:
monitoring social‑media chatter to detect protest mobilization. Practical application: Natural‑language
processing pipelines that ingest and classify OSINT streams in near real time. Challenges: veracity
verification and volume management.

Outlier Detection Definition: Statistical or machine‑learning techniques used to identify data points that
deviate markedly from expected patterns, often indicating anomalies. Related terms: anomaly detection,
rare event identification, statistical deviation. Example: unusual spikes in network traffic suggesting a cyber
intrusion. Practical application: Real‑time AI monitors that flag outliers for analyst review. Challenges: high
false‑positive rates and evolving threat baselines.

Participatory Modeling Definition: An approach that involves stakeholders in the creation and validation of
conflict models to ensure relevance and credibility. Related terms: co‑creation, stakeholder engagement,
collaborative simulation. Example: local community leaders contributing to a stability‑forecast model.
Practical application: Web‑based platforms where users input parameters and instantly see model
outcomes. Challenges: reconciling divergent perspectives and data confidentiality.

Perception Management Definition: Deliberate actions taken to shape how audiences interpret events,
influencing attitudes and behavior. Related terms: strategic communication, narrative shaping, influence
operations. Example: release of carefully crafted statements to bolster coalition legitimacy. Practical
application: AI‑generated messaging that tailors content to demographic profiles. Challenges: ethical
considerations and counter‑narratives.

Predictive Analytics Definition: The use of statistical algorithms and machine learning to forecast future
events based on historical data. Related terms: forecasting, trend analysis, risk modeling. Example:
anticipating insurgent attack locations based on prior patterns. Practical application: Dashboard widgets
that display probability heat maps for imminent threats. Challenges: data sparsity, model drift, and
over‑confidence.

Probabilistic Risk Assessment (PRA) Definition: A quantitative method that evaluates the likelihood and
impact of potential adverse events. Related terms: risk quantification, Monte Carlo simulation, hazard
analysis. Example: calculating the chance of a missile failure during launch. Practical application:
AI‑augmented PRA tools that run thousands of simulations to derive confidence intervals. Challenges:
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uncertainty in input parameters and computational intensity.

Psychological Operations (PSYOP) Definition: Military activities intended to influence the emotions, motives,
and behavior of target audiences. Related terms: influence, morale shaping, informational warfare. Example:
leaflet drops designed to encourage enemy surrender. Practical application: Sentiment‑analysis models that
assess PSYOP effectiveness in near real time. Challenges: cultural nuance and measurement of intangible
outcomes.

Quantum Computing Definition: A computing paradigm that leverages quantum bits to perform certain
calculations exponentially faster than classical computers. Related terms: quantum advantage, quantum
cryptography, quantum algorithms. Example: solving complex optimization problems for logistics planning.
Practical application: Exploring quantum‑enhanced route‑optimization for supply chains. Challenges:
hardware maturity, error rates, and security implications.

Red‑Team Analysis Definition: An independent, adversarial assessment that challenges assumptions and
identifies vulnerabilities in plans or systems. Related terms: adversarial testing, penetration testing,
wargaming. Example: simulating an enemy cyber intrusion to test network defenses. Practical application:
AI‑driven red‑team tools that automatically generate plausible attack vectors. Challenges: ensuring realism
without compromising operational security.

Resilience Engineering Definition: The discipline of designing systems that can adapt, recover, and continue
operating under stress or disruption. Related terms: robustness, adaptability, fault tolerance. Example:
building redundant communication pathways to survive a jamming event. Practical application: AI‑based
health‑monitoring agents that predict component failures before they occur. Challenges: balancing
redundancy with cost and complexity.

Risk Appetite Definition: The level of uncertainty an organization is willing to accept in pursuit of its
objectives. Related terms: tolerance, threshold, risk tolerance. Example: accepting limited cyber exposure to
accelerate digital transformation. Practical application: Governance dashboards that align AI‑generated risk
scores with stated appetite. Challenges: dynamic environments may shift appetite rapidly.

Scenario Planning Definition: A structured method for envisioning multiple plausible futures to inform
strategic decision‑making. Related terms: foresight, narrative development, horizon scanning. Example:
exploring outcomes of a regional power shift under different alliance configurations. Practical application:
AI‑assisted scenario generators that synthesize geopolitical data into storylines. Challenges: avoiding bias
toward preferred outcomes and ensuring scenario diversity.

Signal Intelligence (SIGINT) Definition: The collection and analysis of electronic emissions, such as
communications and radar signals, to gain intelligence. Related terms: COMINT, ELINT, intercept. Example:
monitoring encrypted radio traffic to infer command structures. Practical application: Deep‑learning models
that decode patterns from noisy signal streams. Challenges: encryption advancements and legal constraints.

Strategic Deterrence Definition: The use of long‑term, often nuclear, capabilities to dissuade adversaries
from initiating conflict. Related terms: mutually assured destruction, second‑strike capability, strategic
stability. Example: maintaining a credible sea‑based ballistic missile force. Practical application: AI models
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that simulate adversary perception of deterrent credibility. Challenges: escalation control and arms‑control
verification.

Strategic Narrative Definition: A coherent story that frames a nation’s interests, values, and goals, shaping
both domestic and international audiences. Related terms: grand strategy, messaging, soft power. Example:
articulating a vision of a free and open Indo‑Pacific region. Practical application: AI tools that analyze
discourse trends to refine narrative elements. Challenges: counter‑narratives and cultural resonance.

Strategic Risk Management Definition: The systematic identification, assessment, and mitigation of risks that
could impede an organization’s strategic objectives. Related terms: enterprise risk, risk register, mitigation
planning. Example: evaluating the impact of supply‑chain disruptions on force readiness. Practical
application: Integrated risk dashboards that combine AI‑derived threat scores with financial metrics.
Challenges: aligning risk perception across diverse stakeholder groups.

Supply‑Chain Vulnerability Definition: Weaknesses in logistics networks that can be exploited to disrupt
operations. Related terms: critical node, choke point, dependency risk. Example: reliance on a single
semiconductor supplier for weapon systems. Practical application: AI‑driven mapping of supply‑chain
interdependencies to identify high‑risk nodes. Challenges: data confidentiality and rapid market shifts.

Swarm Intelligence Definition: Collective behavior emerging from simple agents interacting locally, often
applied to autonomous robotic systems. Related terms: distributed autonomy, collective behavior, emergent
coordination. Example: coordinated drone swarm conducting area surveillance. Practical application:
Machine‑learning algorithms that optimize swarm paths for coverage efficiency. Challenges: communication
latency and robustness to individual unit loss.

Targeting Cycle Definition: The iterative process of selecting, validating, and engaging targets, integrating
intelligence, planning, and execution. Related terms: kill chain, engagement planning, weaponization.
Example: identifying a high‑value command node for precision strike. Practical application: AI decision aids
that recommend target prioritization based on multi‑criteria analysis. Challenges: real‑time data latency and
legal compliance.

Threat Modeling Definition: The systematic identification of potential adversaries, their capabilities, intents,
and attack vectors. Related terms: adversary profiling, attack surface, risk modeling. Example: mapping
cyber‑threat actors targeting critical infrastructure. Practical application: AI‑generated threat matrices that
update as new intelligence arrives. Challenges: incomplete information and dynamic threat evolution.

Time‑Sensitive Targeting (TST) Definition: Rapid engagement of fleeting opportunities where delay would
diminish effectiveness. Related terms: real‑time strike, quick‑reaction force, kinetic response. Example:
intercepting a high‑value moving convoy before it reaches a safe haven. Practical application: AI‑driven
decision loops that compress the OODA cycle to seconds. Challenges: verification of target identity under
compressed timelines.

Transaction Cost Theory Definition: An economic perspective that evaluates the costs of negotiating,
enforcing, and monitoring agreements, influencing strategic choices. Related terms: principal‑agent
problem, coordination cost, efficiency. Example: assessing the expense of joint‑development of a missile

Read online: https://learnuni.com/glossaries/18667602/strategic-
conflict-theory-foundations

LearnUNI · 10 Jul 2026



G LO S S A RY

system. Practical application: AI models that estimate transaction costs for proposed coalition projects.
Challenges: quantifying intangible costs such as trust and political risk.

Unmanned Systems Definition: Platforms that operate without a human onboard, ranging from aerial
drones to ground robots. Related terms: UAV, UGV, autonomous platforms. Example: using a
reconnaissance drone to map enemy terrain. Practical application: AI navigation stacks that enable fully
autonomous mission execution. Challenges: airspace integration, cybersecurity, and rules‑of‑engagement
adaptation.

Value‑Chain Analysis Definition: Examination of the series of activities that create value for an organization,
identifying strengths and weaknesses. Related terms: competitive advantage, process mapping, strategic fit.
Example: optimizing logistics from depot to frontline to reduce delivery time. Practical application: AI tools
that model end‑to‑end flow and suggest process improvements. Challenges: data silos and cross‑functional
coordination.

Vertical Integration Definition: The consolidation of multiple stages of production or supply within a single
organization to increase control and reduce dependency. Related terms: supply‑chain control, in‑house
capability, strategic autonomy. Example: manufacturing own propulsion systems for missiles. Practical
application: AI‑driven cost‑benefit analysis to decide on building versus outsourcing components.
Challenges: capital investment and technology transfer risk.

Virtual Simulation Environment (VSE) Definition: A digital platform that replicates operational settings for
training, testing, and analysis. Related terms: synthetic environment, digital twin, war‑gaming. Example:
simulating an urban combat scenario with AI‑generated civilian behavior. Practical application: AI agents
that populate the environment with realistic adversary tactics. Challenges: fidelity to real‑world physics and
maintaining scenario relevance.

War‑Gaming Definition: Structured exercises that use simulations to explore strategic, operational, and
tactical decisions under conflict conditions. Related terms: tabletop exercise, scenario rehearsal, red‑team
testing. Example: conducting a joint NATO‑Allied cyber‑war‑game to test response protocols. Practical
application: AI‑augmented war‑games that automatically generate adversary moves based on historical
data. Challenges: participant bias and scenario scaling.

Zero‑Sum Game Definition: A situation in which one party’s gain is exactly balanced by another’s loss, often
used in conflict modeling. Related terms: competitive equilibrium, win‑lose scenario, payoff matrix. Example:
negotiating territorial control where each square gained by one side is lost by the other. Practical
application: AI simulations that illustrate the consequences of zero‑sum assumptions for negotiation
strategies. Challenges: oversimplifying complex interdependencies that may allow mutual gains.
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