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Graduate Certificate in Design and Analysis of Tall Buildings (Part II)

Computational Modeling of Tall Structures

Aerodynamic Damping — Reduction of motion due to wind-induced pressure fluctuations on a tall building's
facade. Related terms: wind tunnel testing, vortex shedding. Example: A 60-story office tower experiences
less sway after incorporating tuned mass dampers that exploit aerodynamic damping. Application: Improves
occupant comfort and reduces fagcade fatigue. Challenge: Accurately predicting damping coefficients for
complex geometries.

Algebraic Solver — Numerical method that solves a set of simultaneous equations derived from discretized
structural models. Related terms: Newton-Raphson method, direct stiffness method. Example: Using a
sparse matrix solver to compute forces in a 40-story shear-wall system. Application: Enables rapid iteration
in parametric design. Challenge: Managing memory usage for very large models.

Aspect Ratio — Ratio of a building's height to its plan dimension, influencing stiffness and wind response.
Related terms: slenderness ratio, height-to-width ratio. Example: A tower with an aspect ratio of 12:1
exhibits pronounced sway. Application: Guides selection of lateral-system type. Challenge: High aspect
ratios demand advanced damping strategies.

Base Shear — Total horizontal force transmitted to the foundation due to lateral loads. Related terms: story
shear, lateral load path. Example: Calculating base shear for a 30-story reinforced-concrete frame under
seismic loading. Application: Determines foundation size and reinforcement. Challenge: Capturing
interaction between soil-structure behavior and structural stiffness.

Beam-Column Interaction — Coupled axial and bending behavior of vertical members, critical in tall building
design. Related terms: P-A effect, second-order analysis. Example: Assessing P-A amplification in a steel
moment-frame column subjected to wind load. Application: Improves accuracy of deflection predictions.
Challenge: Requires nonlinear iterative analysis for large deformations.

Boundary Condition — Constraints applied to a finite-element model to simulate support or interaction with
other systems. Related terms: fixed support, elastic foundation. Example: Modeling a building base as a
Winkler foundation with spring constants. Application: Captures soil-structure interaction effects. Challenge:
Selecting appropriate stiffness values for heterogeneous soils.

Buckling Load — Critical axial load at which a slender member becomes unstable. Related terms: Euler
buckling, critical load factor. Example: Determining buckling load for a 90-m steel column in a super-tall
tower. Application: Sets limits for axial load in slender cores. Challenge: Interaction with lateral loads can
reduce the effective buckling capacity.

Building Information Modeling (BIM) — Digital representation of physical and functional characteristics of a
building, facilitating integration of analysis data. Related terms: IFC format, parametric modeling. Example:
Exporting a BIM model to a finite-element package for wind-load analysis. Application: Streamlines
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coordination between architects and engineers. Challenge: Maintaining data fidelity across software
platforms.

Cantilever Effect — Bending behavior of a member fixed at one end and free at the other, common in tower
legs and outriggers. Related terms: fixed-end moment, over-hang. Example: An outrigger extending 6 m
from the core creates a cantilever that stiffens the structure. Application: Increases lateral stiffness without
adding interior shear walls. Challenge: Requires detailed modeling of connection flexibility.

Ceiling Height — Vertical distance from finished floor to finished ceiling, influencing floor-to-floor spacing
and overall building height. Related terms: floor-to-floor height, gross floor area. Example: Selecting a 3.2m
ceiling height for premium office space impacts total tower height. Application: Affects elevator shaft design
and structural column spacing. Challenge: Balancing architectural aesthetics with structural efficiency.

Coefficient of Thermal Expansion (CTE) — Material property describing dimensional change per degree
temperature variation. Related terms: thermal strain, shrinkage. Example: Steel CTE of 12 x 107 /°C leads to
expansion of 0.72 mm per meter for a 20 °C temperature rise. Application: Designs expansion joints in tall
facades. Challenge: Differential CTE between cladding and structural frame can cause cracking.

Composite Action — Synergistic behavior when two or more materials act together to resist loads, such as
steel-concrete cores. Related terms: shear connector, full-section analysis. Example: A reinforced-concrete
core encased in steel outriggers achieves composite action, increasing stiffness. Application: Reduces
required member sizes. Challenge: Ensuring adequate shear transfer at interfaces.

Computational Fluid Dynamics (CFD) — Numerical simulation of airflow around and through building
geometry to predict wind pressures. Related terms: large-eddy simulation, pressure coefficient. Example:
CFD analysis of a tapered tower reveals vortex shedding frequencies. Application: Informs aerodynamic
damping design. Challenge: High computational cost for fine-mesh models of complex skyscrapers.

Convergence Criterion — Numerical threshold that determines when an iterative solution is sufficiently
accurate. Related terms: residual norm, tolerance. Example: Stopping the nonlinear analysis when nodal
displacement change falls below 1 x 10 m. Application: Guarantees solution reliability. Challenge: Setting
too tight a criterion can cause excessive computation time.

Critical Damping Ratio — Ratio of actual damping to the minimum damping that prevents oscillation; often
expressed as a percentage. Related terms: underdamped, overdamped. Example: A tuned mass damper
tuned to 5% critical damping reduces peak acceleration by 30 %. Application: Improves occupant comfort
under wind loads. Challenge: Damping may vary with temperature and aging.

Cross-Sectional Stiffness — Resistance of a member’s cross-section to bending, axial, or torsional
deformation. Related terms: moment of inertia, section modulus. Example: Increasing the flange width of a
steel I-section raises its flexural stiffness. Application: Optimizes member sizing for tall building frames.
Challenge: Balancing stiffness with weight and cost.

Cyclic Loading — Repeated application of load levels, simulating seismic or wind-induced fluctuations.
Related terms: fatigue analysis, hysteresis. Example: Subjecting a shear-wall panel to 20 % cyclic lateral
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displacement to assess energy dissipation. Application: Determines durability of connections. Challenge:
Capturing cumulative damage in material models.

Dynamic Amplification Factor (DAF) — Ratio of dynamic response to static response under the same load
magnitude. Related terms: response spectrum, modal analysis. Example: A DAF of 1.8 for a 45-story tower
under wind loading indicates significant amplification. Application: Guides design of structural members for
dynamic effects. Challenge: Accurate DAF prediction requires reliable modal properties.

Elastic Modulus — Material stiffness parameter representing stress-to-strain ratio in the linear elastic range.
Related terms: Young's modulus, shear modulus. Example: Steel with an elastic modulus of 200 GPa resists
axial deformation better than concrete with 30 GPa. Application: Determines member sizing in preliminary
design. Challenge: Modulus reduction due to creep or temperature changes must be accounted for.

Eigenvalue Analysis — Computation of natural frequencies and mode shapes of a structure, essential for
dynamic assessment. Related terms: modal damping, spectral analysis. Example: First three eigenvalues of a
70-story tower are 0.12Hz, 0.35Hz, and 0.58 Hz. Application: Identifies resonant frequencies to avoid with
wind or seismic excitations. Challenge: Large models may require sub-structuring or model reduction
techniques.

Finite Element Method (FEM) — Discretization technique that divides a complex structure into smaller
elements for numerical analysis. Related terms: mesh density, shape function. Example: Modeling a tall
building with 10,000 shell elements representing the fagade. Application: Provides detailed stress and
displacement fields. Challenge: Mesh refinement can dramatically increase solution time.

Force Method — Structural analysis approach that solves for unknown forces using compatibility conditions,
often applied to statically indeterminate frames. Related terms: flexibility matrix, redundant forces. Example:
Determining reaction forces in a portal frame with three redundant members. Application: Useful for hand
calculations of simple tall-building modules. Challenge: Becomes cumbersome for highly complex
geometries.

Foundation Settlement — Vertical movement of a building’s base due to soil compression under load.
Related terms: bearing capacity, soil consolidation. Example: Predicted settlement of 25 mm for a deep pile
foundation supporting a 55-story tower. Application: Influences tolerance design for facade panels.
Challenge: Differential settlement can induce significant structural stress.

Frequency Domain Analysis — Evaluation of structural response directly in the frequency spectrum, often
used for wind-induced vibration studies. Related terms: power spectral density, spectral acceleration.
Example: Computing the response of a super-tall building to a wind spectrum defined by Kaimal model.
Application: Determines peak drift and acceleration values. Challenge: Requires accurate damping estimates
across frequency range.

Geometric Nonlinearity — Effect of large deformations on structural stiffness, causing load-path changes.
Related terms: P-A effect, second-order analysis. Example: A 100-m cantilever column exhibits notable
stiffness reduction when deflected 0.5 % of its length. Application: Ensures safety under extreme wind or
seismic events. Challenge: Increases computational effort due to iterative solution.
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Global Stiffness Matrix — Assembled matrix representing overall structural stiffness, combining contributions
from all elements. Related terms: local stiffness matrix, assembly process. Example: A 12,000 x 12,000 global
matrix for a detailed skyscraper model. Application: Basis for solving nodal displacements. Challenge:
Sparsity patterns must be exploited to reduce memory usage.

Ground Motion Record — Time-history data of seismic acceleration at a site, used for dynamic analysis.
Related terms: response spectrum, scaling factor. Example: Using a 5% damped, 0.3 g earthquake record for
a performance-based design of a 45-story building. Application: Provides realistic loading for non-linear
time-history analysis. Challenge: Selecting appropriate records that reflect site-specific hazard.

Hysteresis Loop — Plot of force versus displacement for a cyclically loaded element, illustrating energy
dissipation. Related terms: damage index, plastic deformation. Example: The hysteresis loop of a steel
moment frame reveals 15 % energy dissipation per cycle. Application: Informs design of damping devices.
Challenge: Capturing degradation over many cycles.

Inclination Angle — Angle between a structural member and the vertical axis, influencing buckling and load
distribution. Related terms: leaning column, torsional stiffness. Example: An inclined core at 5° reduces wind
drift by redirecting lateral forces. Application: Used in architectural expressions that also improve
performance. Challenge: Requires careful analysis of eccentric load paths.

In-plane Stiffness — Resistance of a structural element to deformation within its own plane, critical for
shear-wall behavior. Related terms: shear modulus, membrane action. Example: Reinforced-concrete shear
walls with high in-plane stiffness limit lateral drift. Application: Primary lateral-resistance system in many tall
buildings. Challenge: Stiffness reduction due to cracking must be considered.

International Building Code (IBC) — Primary regulatory framework governing structural design of tall
buildings in many jurisdictions. Related terms: ASCE 7, performance categories. Example: IBC Chapter 16
mandates specific wind-load calculations for structures over 300 ft. Application: Provides baseline safety
requirements. Challenge: Local amendments may impose additional constraints.

Jacket Foundation — Deep, reinforced-concrete cylinder supporting a pile group, commonly used for
super-tall towers. Related terms: pile cap, soil-pile interaction. Example: A 4m diameter jacket houses 24
bored piles for a 80-story skyscraper. Application: Transfers high axial loads and moments to the ground.
Challenge: Construction sequencing and grout quality affect capacity.

Joint Flexibility — Deformability of connections between structural members, influencing overall system
stiffness. Related terms: semi-rigid connection, moment release. Example: Semi-rigid beam-column joints in
a steel frame allow rotation, reducing secondary moments. Application: Enables more efficient material
usage. Challenge: Requires detailed modeling of connection behavior.

Load Path — Sequence of structural elements that transmit external loads to the foundation. Related terms:
force flow, structural hierarchy. Example: Wind pressure on the facade travels through cladding, outriggers,
core, and finally to piles. Application: Ensures redundancy and robustness. Challenge: Complex geometries
can create unexpected load redistribution.

Read online: https://learnuni.com/glossaries/21869546/computational- LearnUNI - 15 Jul 2026
modeling-of-tall-structures



LearnlUINI GLOSSARY

LEARNING SHOULD BE FREE

Mass Ratio — Ratio of the mass of a tuned mass damper (TMD) to the total mass of the structure, influencing
damping effectiveness. Related terms: TMD tuning frequency, performance factor. Example: A 1.5% mass
ratio TMD reduces peak acceleration by 40% in a 70-story tower. Application: Enhances occupant comfort
without major structural changes. Challenge: Space constraints and maintenance access must be
accommodated.

Modal Superposition — Technique that combines responses of individual vibration modes to obtain total
structural response under dynamic loading. Related terms: mode participation factor, response spectrum.
Example: Summing the first five modes of a tall building yields an accurate approximation of wind-induced
drift. Application: Reduces computational effort compared to full time-history analysis. Challenge: Higher
modes may be significant for irregular structures.

Monte Carlo Simulation — Probabilistic method that uses random sampling to assess variability in structural
response. Related terms: stochastic analysis, reliability index. Example: Running 10,000 realizations of wind
speed to estimate probability of exceeding drift limits. Application: Supports performance-based design.
Challenge: Requires large computational resources for high-fidelity models.

Natural Frequency — Frequency at which a structure tends to vibrate when disturbed, dependent on stiffness
and mass distribution. Related terms: fundamental mode, modal damping. Example: The first natural
frequency of a 60-story tower is 0.09 Hz. Application: Critical for avoiding resonance with wind or seismic
excitations. Challenge: Changes as construction progresses and mass is added.

Nonlinear Material Model — Constitutive description that captures yielding, hardening, and softening
behavior beyond the elastic range. Related terms: plastic hinge, damage mechanics. Example: Using a
bilinear steel model with yield stress of 350 MPa and post-yield stiffness of 5% of elastic modulus.
Application: Predicts realistic inelastic response under extreme loads. Challenge: Calibration against
experimental data is essential.

Outrigger System — Structural configuration linking the central core to perimeter columns, increasing lateral
stiffness. Related terms: belt truss, mega-frame. Example: A set of three outrigger trusses at 30 m, 60 m, and
90 m heights reduces drift by 40% in a 70-story tower. Application: Enables slimmer cores and higher
floor-to-floor heights. Challenge: Requires careful design of connection detailing to handle large forces.

Performance-Based Design (PBD) — Design philosophy that specifies acceptable levels of performance rather
than prescriptive code limits. Related terms: limit states, probabilistic assessment. Example: Defining a drift
limit of 0.8 % of story height for serviceability under wind. Application: Allows innovative structural systems
while ensuring safety. Challenge: Requires detailed analysis and validation against target performance
criteria.

Pile Group Interaction — Influence of adjacent piles on each other's load-bearing capacity and settlement
behavior. Related terms: group efficiency, soil arching. Example: A 7-pile group exhibits a 15 % reduction in
ultimate capacity compared to single piles. Application: Guides spacing decisions for deep foundations.
Challenge: Modeling interactions accurately demands advanced soil-structure analysis.

Plastic Hinge — Localized region where plastic rotation occurs, allowing a structure to dissipate energy.
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Related terms: hinge length, capacity design. Example: Designing plastic hinges at beam ends of a steel
moment frame to control failure mechanisms. Application: Provides ductility for seismic resilience.
Challenge: Determining appropriate hinge length and rotation capacity.

Prestressed Concrete — Concrete in which internal stresses are induced by tensioned steel tendons,
improving load-carrying capacity. Related terms: post-tensioning, pre-tensioning. Example: Using
pretensioned slab panels in a high-rise podium to reduce thickness. Application: Allows longer spans and
reduces dead load. Challenge: Monitoring tendon loss over the building'’s lifespan.

Principal Stress — Maximum and minimum normal stresses acting on a plane where shear stress is zero.
Related terms: Mohr's circle, stress invariants. Example: Computing principal stresses in a concrete shear wall
to assess cracking risk. Application: Guides reinforcement layout. Challenge: Complex stress states in
irregular geometries require thorough analysis.

Quasi-Static Analysis — Approximation where dynamic loads are applied slowly enough to be treated as
static, often used for wind pressure distribution. Related terms: incremental loading, static equivalence.
Example: Applying wind pressure in 10 % increments to capture nonlinear material response. Application:
Simplifies analysis of wind-induced stresses. Challenge: May underestimate peak dynamic effects for very
tall, flexible structures.

Rayleigh Damping — Damping model that combines mass-proportional and stiffness-proportional terms to
approximate frequency-dependent damping. Related terms: modal damping, proportional damping.
Example: Selecting Rayleigh coefficients to achieve 5% damping in the first three modes of a skyscraper.
Application: Provides realistic damping for modal analysis. Challenge: Over-damping higher modes can
distort response predictions.

Reinforced Concrete Core — Central vertical element composed of concrete and steel reinforcement, serving
as primary lateral-load resisting system. Related terms: shear wall core, core stiffness. Example: A4m x4m
concrete core provides 80 % of lateral stiffness for a 50-story tower. Application: Simplifies lateral-load path
and houses elevators. Challenge: Core must be designed to limit torsional effects caused by irregular floor
plans.

Response Spectrum — Graphical representation of maximum structural response (e.g., acceleration) as a
function of natural frequency for a given ground motion. Related terms: spectral acceleration, modal
analysis. Example: Using a 5% damped response spectrum to compute base shear for a seismic design.
Application: Enables rapid estimation of seismic forces. Challenge: Selecting appropriate spectrum for
site-specific soil conditions.

Shear Wall — Vertical element that resists lateral forces primarily through shear and bending, often made of
reinforced concrete. Related terms: diaphragm action, core wall. Example: Installing eight 0.25 m thick shear
walls around the perimeter of each floor. Application: Provides high stiffness with minimal floor-area loss.
Challenge: Detailing for openings (e.g., stairwells) can reduce effectiveness.

Shear Modulus — Material property describing rigidity against shear deformation, denoted G. Related terms:
elastic modulus, Poisson’s ratio. Example: Steel’s shear modulus of 79 GPa influences torsional stiffness of
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moment frames. Application: Required for accurate finite-element modeling of shear behavior. Challenge:
Temperature variations can affect G, especially in composite materials.

Side-Drift Ratio — Horizontal displacement between two consecutive floors divided by the story height, used
to assess serviceability. Related terms: inter-story drift, occupant comfort. Example: A 0.7 % drift in a
60-story tower meets most code limits for wind. Application: Guides design of lateral-system stiffness and
damping. Challenge: Drift can be amplified by torsional modes in irregular plans.

Single-Story Frame — Structural system consisting of beams and columns forming a complete load-resisting
unit for one floor. Related terms: bay, module. Example: Designing a steel moment frame for each story of a
30-story tower. Application: Facilitates modular construction and flexibility. Challenge: Cumulative flexibility
can lead to excessive overall drift without additional stiffening measures.

Skew Angle — Angle between the building’s longitudinal axis and the orthogonal grid of the site, affecting
load distribution. Related terms: torsional irregularity, plan eccentricity. Example: A 15° skew reduces wind
exposure on the windward facade but introduces torsional response. Application: Balances architectural
expression with structural performance. Challenge: Requires detailed torsional analysis to avoid unexpected
drift.

Soil-Structure Interaction (SSI) — Mutual influence between a building’s foundation and the surrounding soil,
altering dynamic and static behavior. Related terms: foundation impedance, rocking. Example: Modeling SSI
for a 70-story tower shows a 10 % reduction in natural frequency. Application: Improves accuracy of seismic
response predictions. Challenge: Requires reliable geotechnical data and sophisticated coupling algorithms.

Structural Health Monitoring (SHM) — System of sensors and data-analysis tools used to track the condition
of a building over time. Related terms: vibration monitoring, damage detection. Example: Installing
accelerometers on a super-tall building to detect changes in modal frequencies. Application: Early warning
of structural degradation. Challenge: Data interpretation can be complex, especially for non-linear behavior.

Substructure — Portion of a building model that includes foundations, piles, and lower structural elements,
often analyzed separately from the superstructure. Related terms: global model, interface elements.
Example: Analyzing the substructure of a 80-story tower to assess settlement before adding the
superstructure model. Application: Reduces computational effort by decoupling analyses. Challenge:
Ensuring compatibility at the interface to avoid artificial stiffness.

Superstructure — All structural components above the foundation level, including columns, beams, floors,
and core. Related terms: gravity system, lateral system. Example: The superstructure of a 55-story office
tower incorporates a steel mega-frame with outrigger trusses. Application: Determines overall building
height and mass distribution. Challenge: Interaction with substructure must be captured for accurate
dynamic analysis.

System Damping — Combined effect of material damping, friction, and added devices (e.g., TMDs) that
dissipate vibrational energy. Related terms: hysteretic damping, viscous damping. Example: Achieving a total
damping ratio of 6% in a tall building through concrete hysteresis and a tuned mass damper. Application:
Reduces peak accelerations under wind loads. Challenge: Damping may vary with amplitude, temperature,
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and aging.

Tapered Tower — Building whose cross-section reduces in size with height, influencing wind pressure
distribution and stiffness. Related terms: profile optimization, wind vortex shedding. Example: A tapered
100-m tower experiences lower wind pressures at the top, reducing required structural depth. Application:
Improves aerodynamic performance and aesthetic appeal. Challenge: Structural analysis must account for
varying section properties.

Tuned Mass Damper (TMD) — Auxiliary mass-spring-damper system attached to a structure to mitigate
vibrations at a target frequency. Related terms: mass ratio, tuning frequency. Example: A 150-ton TMD
tuned to 0.12 Hz reduces top-floor acceleration in a 70-story tower. Application: Enhances occupant comfort
during strong winds. Challenge: Requires precise tuning and maintenance access.

Time-History Analysis — Direct integration of equations of motion using recorded or simulated load histories
to capture dynamic response. Related terms: Newmark-B method, explicit integration. Example: Running a
30-second, 0.01s time step simulation of a seismic record on a 45-story building. Application: Provides
detailed response, including inelastic behavior. Challenge: Computationally intensive, especially for
nonlinear models.

Transfer Beam — Horizontal member that carries loads from one structural system to another, often used to
link cores to perimeter columns. Related terms: outrigger truss, load redistribution. Example: Installing a
2.5m deep transfer beam at 20 m height to connect the central core to outriggers. Application: Improves
lateral stiffness without enlarging the core. Challenge: Must be designed for large bending moments and
shear forces.

Transverse Load — Load acting perpendicular to the primary axis of a structural element, such as wind
pressure on a facade. Related terms: lateral load, shear force. Example: Calculating transverse wind load on a
30-m wide curtain wall segment. Application: Determines required anchorage and framing strength.
Challenge: Accurate pressure coefficients depend on wind direction and building shape.

Truss Core — Central structural system composed of triangulated members, offering high stiffness-to-weight
ratio. Related terms: mega-frame, space frame. Example: A steel truss core with diagonal braces reduces
overall mass of a 55-story tower. Application: Allows higher floor-to-floor heights. Challenge: Complex
fabrication and erection sequencing.

Uplift Force — Vertical upward force generated by overturning moments, especially during seismic events.
Related terms: overturning moment, foundation anchorage. Example: A 30-story building experiences an
uplift of 1.2 MN at the windward foundation edge during a strong gust. Application: Informs design of
anchor bolts and pile caps. Challenge: Must be accounted for in foundation design to prevent sliding.

Vibration Control — Techniques employed to limit structural response to dynamic excitations, including
passive and active systems. Related terms: TMD, active mass damper. Example: Implementing a semi-active
damper that adjusts stiffness based on real-time wind data. Application: Improves performance across a
range of frequencies. Challenge: Requires reliable control algorithms and power supply.
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Wind Load Coefficient (Cp) — Dimensionless factor representing pressure distribution on a building surface
due to wind. Related terms: pressure coefficient, wind tunnel data. Example: A Cp of 0.9 on the windward
face of a 50-story tower indicates high pressure. Application: Used in ASCE7 to compute design wind
pressures. Challenge: Accurate Cp values depend on building shape and surrounding terrain.

Wind Tunnel Testing — Physical simulation of airflow over a scaled model to obtain pressure coefficients and
aerodynamic forces. Related terms: CFD, pressure tap. Example: Testing a 1:200 scale model of a super-tall
building in a boundary-layer wind tunnel. Application: Generates data for aerodynamic damping design.
Challenge: Scaling effects and Reynolds number matching can limit accuracy.

Yield Line Theory — Simplified method for estimating collapse mechanisms in concrete slabs and cores,
based on assumed plastic hinge lines. Related terms: plastic mechanism, limit analysis. Example: Applying
yield line analysis to a concrete core to predict ultimate shear capacity. Application: Provides quick
upper-bound estimates for design. Challenge: Assumes idealized plastic behavior and may be conservative
for irregular geometries.

Zero-Moment Frame — Structural frame in which beams are designed to carry only axial loads, minimizing
bending moments under lateral loads. Related terms: moment-resisting frame, gravity system. Example:
Using a zero-moment frame for lower stories to reduce construction cost while relying on the core for
lateral resistance. Application: Optimizes material usage. Challenge: Requires careful coordination with core
stiffness to avoid excessive drift.
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