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Professional Certificate in Thai Language Essentials

Basic Grammar Structures

Ablative case refers to the grammatical case that indicates the means or instrument by which something is
done, often expressed by the preposition in English. In the context of Basic Grammar Structures in the
course Professional Certificate in Thai Language Essentials, the ablative case is crucial in understanding the
relationships between words in a sentence. For example, in the sentence "I wrote the letter with a pen," the
word "pen" is in the ablative case because it indicates the instrument used to write the letter. Related terms
include instrumental case and means case.

Accusative case is the grammatical case that indicates the direct object of a sentence, often marked by the
preposition in English. In Thai language, the accusative case is not explicitly marked, but it is essential to
understand the word order and the use of particles to indicate the direct object. For instance, in the
sentence "I see the book," the word "book" is in the accusative case because it is the direct object of the
verb "see." Related terms include direct object and object case.

Active voice refers to the grammatical construction in which the subject of the sentence performs the action
described by the verb. In the context of Basic Grammar Structures, active voice is essential in understanding
the relationships between words in a sentence. For example, in the sentence "The dog bites the man," the
subject "dog" is in the active voice because it performs the action of biting. Related terms include passive
voice and subject.

Adjective is a word that modifies or describes a noun or pronoun, typically answering questions such as
"What kind?" "How many?" Or "Which one?" In Thai language, adjectives are often used to describe the
characteristics of a noun, such as size, shape, color, or quality. For instance, in the sentence "The big house
is mine," the word "big" is an adjective because it modifies the noun "house." Related terms include
modifier and descriptor.

Adverb is a word that modifies or describes a verb, an adjective, or another adverb, typically answering
questions such as "How?" "When?" "Where?" Or "To what extent?" In the context of Basic Grammar
Structures, adverbs are essential in understanding the relationships between words in a sentence. For
example, in the sentence "I quickly finished the task," the word "quickly" is an adverb because it modifies
the verb "finished." Related terms include modifier and descriptor.

Aspect refers to the grammatical category that expresses the completion or progress of an action, often
marked by the use of auxiliary verbs or particles. In Thai language, aspect is crucial in understanding the
relationships between words in a sentence, particularly in expressing the completion or progress of an
action. For instance, in the sentence "I have eaten breakfast," the auxiliary verb "have" indicates the
completion of the action of eating breakfast. Related terms include tense and mood.

Auxiliary verb is a verb that is used to help or support another verb, often expressing tense, aspect, or
mood. In the context of Basic Grammar Structures, auxiliary verbs are essential in understanding the
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relationships between words in a sentence. For example, in the sentence "I will go to the store," the auxiliary
verb "will" indicates the future tense. Related terms include main verb and helper verb.

Case refers to the grammatical category that indicates the relationships between a noun or pronoun and
other words in a sentence, often marked by the use of prepositions or particles. In Thai language, case is
crucial in understanding the relationships between words in a sentence, particularly in expressing the
subject, object, or possessor. For instance, in the sentence "The book is mine," the word "book" is in the
possessive case because it indicates the possessor. Related terms include grammatical case and syntactic
case.

Clauses are groups of words that contain a subject and a predicate, often functioning as a single unit in a
sentence. In the context of Basic Grammar Structures, clauses are essential in understanding the
relationships between words in a sentence. For example, in the sentence "I went to the store because I
needed milk," the clause "because I needed milk" is a subordinate clause because it functions as a single
unit and provides additional information. Related terms include independent clause and dependent clause.

Comparative form refers to the grammatical construction that compares two things, often marked by the
use of comparative adjectives or adverbs. In Thai language, comparative form is crucial in understanding the
relationships between words in a sentence, particularly in expressing comparisons. For instance, in the
sentence "This house is bigger than that house," the adjective "bigger" is in the comparative form because it
compares two houses. Related terms include superlative form and equative form.

Conjunction is a word that connects words, phrases, or clauses, often indicating a relationship such as
addition, contrast, or time. In the context of Basic Grammar Structures, conjunctions are essential in
understanding the relationships between words in a sentence. For example, in the sentence "I like reading
books, and I also like writing stories," the conjunction "and" connects two clauses and indicates addition.
Related terms include coordinating conjunction and subordinating conjunction.

Demonstrative refers to the type of word that indicates the location or proximity of a noun or pronoun,
often marked by the use of demonstrative adjectives or pronouns. In Thai language, demonstratives are
crucial in understanding the relationships between words in a sentence, particularly in expressing location
or proximity. For instance, in the sentence "This book is mine," the demonstrative adjective "this" indicates
the location of the book. Related terms include proximal and distal.

Determiner is a word that specifies or identifies a noun or pronoun, often indicating definiteness or
indefiniteness. In the context of Basic Grammar Structures, determiners are essential in understanding the
relationships between words in a sentence. For example, in the sentence "The book is on the table," the
determiner "the" specifies the noun "book" and indicates definiteness. Related terms include article and
specifier.

Direct object refers to the noun or pronoun that receives the action of the verb, often marked by the use of
prepositions or particles. In Thai language, direct objects are crucial in understanding the relationships
between words in a sentence, particularly in expressing the recipient of an action. For instance, in the
sentence "I see the book," the noun "book" is the direct object because it receives the action of the verb
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"see." Related terms include indirect object and object case.

Gerund refers to the verb form that ends in "-ing" and functions as a noun, often used as a subject,
complement, or object. In the context of Basic Grammar Structures, gerunds are essential in understanding
the relationships between words in a sentence. For example, in the sentence "Eating breakfast is my favorite
activity," the gerund "eating breakfast" functions as a subject and indicates an action. Related terms include
participle and verbal noun.

Imperative mood refers to the grammatical category that expresses a command, request, or instruction,
often marked by the use of imperative verbs or particles. In Thai language, imperative mood is crucial in
understanding the relationships between words in a sentence, particularly in expressing commands or
requests. For instance, in the sentence "Close the door," the imperative verb "close" expresses a command.
Related terms include indicative mood and subjunctive mood.

Indefinite pronoun refers to the type of pronoun that does not refer to a specific person or thing, often
used to express indefiniteness or generality. In the context of Basic Grammar Structures, indefinite pronouns
are essential in understanding the relationships between words in a sentence. For example, in the sentence
"Someone is at the door," the indefinite pronoun "someone" does not refer to a specific person and
expresses indefiniteness. Related terms include definite pronoun and generic pronoun.

Indicative mood refers to the grammatical category that expresses a statement or declaration, often marked
by the use of indicative verbs or particles. In Thai language, indicative mood is crucial in understanding the
relationships between words in a sentence, particularly in expressing statements or declarations. For
instance, in the sentence "I eat breakfast every morning," the indicative verb "eat" expresses a statement.
Related terms include imperative mood and subjunctive mood.

Infinitive refers to the verb form that begins with "to" and functions as a noun, often used as a subject,
complement, or object. In the context of Basic Grammar Structures, infinitives are essential in understanding
the relationships between words in a sentence. For example, in the sentence "I want to eat breakfast," the
infinitive "to eat" functions as an object and indicates an action. Related terms include gerund and verbal
noun.

Interrogative pronoun refers to the type of pronoun that is used to ask a question, often marked by the use
of interrogative words or particles. In Thai language, interrogative pronouns are crucial in understanding the
relationships between words in a sentence, particularly in expressing questions. For instance, in the
sentence "Who is at the door?" The interrogative pronoun "who" is used to ask a question. Related terms
include definite pronoun and indefinite pronoun.

Intransitive verb refers to the type of verb that does not take an object, often used to express an action that
does not affect a direct object. In the context of Basic Grammar Structures, intransitive verbs are essential in
understanding the relationships between words in a sentence. For example, in the sentence "I sleep well,"
the intransitive verb "sleep" does not take an object and expresses an action that does not affect a direct
object. Related terms include transitive verb and linking verb.

Linking verb refers to the type of verb that connects the subject to additional information, often used to
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express a state of being or a relationship. In Thai language, linking verbs are crucial in understanding the
relationships between words in a sentence, particularly in expressing states of being or relationships. For
instance, in the sentence "I am a student," the linking verb "am" connects the subject to additional
information and expresses a state of being. Related terms include action verb and being verb.

Modal verb refers to the type of verb that expresses modality, such as ability, permission, or obligation,
often used to express degrees of possibility or necessity. In the context of Basic Grammar Structures, modal
verbs are essential in understanding the relationships between words in a sentence. For example, in the
sentence "I can speak English," the modal verb "can" expresses ability and indicates a degree of possibility.
Related terms include auxiliary verb and modal auxiliary.

Mood refers to the grammatical category that expresses the attitude or tone of the speaker, often marked
by the use of mood verbs or particles. In Thai language, mood is crucial in understanding the relationships
between words in a sentence, particularly in expressing attitudes or tones. For instance, in the sentence "I
might go to the store," the mood verb "might" expresses a degree of possibility and indicates a tentative
tone. Related terms include tense and aspect.

Noun refers to the word that represents a person, place, thing, or idea, often functioning as a subject,
object, or complement. In the context of Basic Grammar Structures, nouns are essential in understanding
the relationships between words in a sentence. For example, in the sentence "The book is on the table," the
noun "book" represents a thing and functions as a subject. Related terms include pronoun and verb.

Object refers to the noun or pronoun that receives the action of the verb, often marked by the use of
prepositions or particles. In Thai language, objects are crucial in understanding the relationships between
words in a sentence, particularly in expressing the recipient of an action. For instance, in the sentence "I see
the book," the noun "book" is the object because it receives the action of the verb "see." Related terms
include subject and predicate.

Participle refers to the verb form that ends in "-ing" or "-ed" and functions as an adjective, often used to
express an action or a state. In the context of Basic Grammar Structures, participles are essential in
understanding the relationships between words in a sentence. For example, in the sentence "The singing
bird is beautiful," the participle "singing" functions as an adjective and expresses an action.

Passive voice refers to the grammatical construction in which the subject of the sentence receives the action
described by the verb, often marked by the use of passive verbs or particles. In Thai language, passive voice
is crucial in understanding the relationships between words in a sentence, particularly in expressing the
recipient of an action. For instance, in the sentence "The book was written by John," the subject "book"
receives the action of the verb "written" and is in the passive voice. Related terms include active voice and
subject.

Personal pronoun refers to the type of pronoun that represents a person or people, often used to express
person or number. In the context of Basic Grammar Structures, personal pronouns are essential in
understanding the relationships between words in a sentence. For example, in the sentence "I am a
student," the personal pronoun "I" represents a person and expresses person. Related terms include
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possessive pronoun and reflexive pronoun.

Phrasal verb refers to the type of verb that consists of a verb and a preposition, often used to express an
action or a state. In Thai language, phrasal verbs are crucial in understanding the relationships between
words in a sentence, particularly in expressing actions or states. For instance, in the sentence "I pick up the
phone," the phrasal verb "pick up" expresses an action and consists of a verb and a preposition. Related
terms include preposition and verb.

Possessive adjective refers to the type of adjective that indicates ownership or possession, often used to
express possessor or possessed. In the context of Basic Grammar Structures, possessive adjectives are
essential in understanding the relationships between words in a sentence. For example, in the sentence "My
book is on the table," the possessive adjective "my" indicates ownership and expresses the possessor.
Related terms include possessive pronoun and possessor.

Possessive pronoun refers to the type of pronoun that indicates ownership or possession, often used to
express possessor or possessed. In Thai language, possessive pronouns are crucial in understanding the
relationships between words in a sentence, particularly in expressing ownership or possession. For instance,
in the sentence "The book is mine," the possessive pronoun "mine" indicates ownership and expresses the
possessor. Related terms include possessive adjective and possessor.

Predicate refers to the part of the sentence that contains the verb and expresses the action or state, often
including the verb and any modifiers or complements. In the context of Basic Grammar Structures,
predicates are essential in understanding the relationships between words in a sentence. For example, in the
sentence "I eat breakfast every morning," the predicate "eat breakfast every morning" contains the verb and
expresses the action. Related terms include subject and object.

Preposition refers to the word that indicates the relationship between a noun or pronoun and other words
in a sentence, often expressing location, direction, or time. In Thai language, prepositions are crucial in
understanding the relationships between words in a sentence, particularly in expressing relationships
between nouns or pronouns. For instance, in the sentence "The book is on the table," the preposition "on"
indicates the relationship between the noun "book" and the noun "table." Related terms include
postposition and particle.

Pronoun refers to the word that represents a person, place, thing, or idea, often functioning as a subject,
object, or complement. In the context of Basic Grammar Structures, pronouns are essential in understanding
the relationships between words in a sentence. For example, in the sentence "I am a student," the pronoun
"I" represents a person and functions as a subject. Related terms include noun and verb.

Reflexive pronoun refers to the type of pronoun that refers back to the subject of the sentence, often used
to express reflexivity or reciprocity. In Thai language, reflexive pronouns are crucial in understanding the
relationships between words in a sentence, particularly in expressing reflexivity or reciprocity. For instance,
in the sentence "I cut myself," the reflexive pronoun "myself" refers back to the subject "I" and expresses
reflexivity. Related terms include personal pronoun and possessive pronoun.

Relative clause refers to the type of clause that provides additional information about a noun or pronoun,
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often introduced by a relative pronoun or particle. In the context of Basic Grammar Structures, relative
clauses are essential in understanding the relationships between words in a sentence. For example, in the
sentence "The book that I read is interesting," the relative clause "that I read" provides additional
information about the noun "book." Related terms include independent clause and dependent clause.

Subject refers to the noun or pronoun that performs the action described by the verb, often functioning as
the doer or agent of the action. In Thai language, subjects are crucial in understanding the relationships
between words in a sentence, particularly in expressing the doer or agent of an action. For instance, in the
sentence "I eat breakfast every morning," the subject "I" performs the action of eating breakfast and is the
doer of the action. Related terms include object and predicate.

Subjunctive mood refers to the grammatical category that expresses a hypothetical or uncertain situation,
often marked by the use of subjunctive verbs or particles. In the context of Basic Grammar Structures,
subjunctive mood is essential in understanding the relationships between words in a sentence. For example,
in the sentence "I suggest that he take a break," the subjunctive verb "take" expresses a hypothetical
situation and indicates uncertainty. Related terms include indicative mood and imperative mood.

Subordinate clause refers to the type of clause that cannot stand alone as a complete sentence, often
introduced by a subordinating conjunction or particle. In Thai language, subordinate clauses are crucial in
understanding the relationships between words in a sentence, particularly in expressing additional
information or providing context. For instance, in the sentence "I went to the store because I needed milk,"
the subordinate clause "because I needed milk" provides additional information and cannot stand alone as
a complete sentence. Related terms include independent clause and relative clause.

Tense refers to the grammatical category that expresses the time of an action or state, often marked by the
use of tense verbs or particles. In the context of Basic Grammar Structures, tense is essential in
understanding the relationships between words in a sentence. For example, in the sentence "I will go to the
store," the tense verb "will" expresses the future tense and indicates a future action. Related terms include
aspect and mood.

Transitive verb refers to the type of verb that takes an object, often used to express an action that affects a
direct object. In Thai language, transitive verbs are crucial in understanding the relationships between words
in a sentence, particularly in expressing actions that affect direct objects. For instance, in the sentence "I eat
breakfast," the transitive verb "eat" takes an object and expresses an action that affects the direct object
"breakfast." Related terms include intransitive verb and linking verb.

Verb refers to the word that expresses an action, state, or occurrence, often functioning as the predicate of a
sentence. In the context of Basic Grammar Structures, verbs are essential in understanding the relationships
between words in a sentence. For example, in the sentence "I eat breakfast every morning," the verb "eat"
expresses an action and functions as the predicate of the sentence. Related terms include noun and
pronoun.

Verbal noun refers to the noun form of a verb, often used to express an action or a state as a noun. In Thai
language, verbal nouns are crucial in understanding the relationships between words in a sentence,

Read online: https://learnuni.com/glossaries/25197316/basic-
grammar-structures

LearnUNI · 22 Jul 2026



G LO S S A RY

particularly in expressing actions or states as nouns. For instance, in the sentence "The act of eating is
enjoyable," the verbal noun "act" expresses an action as a noun. Related terms include gerund and
participle.
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