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LEARNING SHOULD BE FREE

Professional Certificate in Education Law

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)

Academic Accommodation refers to the process of modifying educational programs or services to ensure
that students with disabilities have equal access to learning opportunities. This concept is closely related to
disability law and special education. In the context of the Professional Certificate in Education Law,
academic accommodation is crucial in ensuring that educational institutions comply with federal and state
laws, such as the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.
For instance, a student with a learning disability may require extra time to complete assignments or the use
of a note-taker during lectures.

Academic Freedom is the right of educators to teach, research, and express their opinions without fear of
censorship or retribution. This concept is closely related to academic tenure and freedom of speech. In the
context of the Professional Certificate in Education Law, academic freedom is essential in promoting
intellectual inquiry, critical thinking, and the pursuit of knowledge. However, academic freedom is not
absolute and must be balanced with the need to maintain a safe and respectful learning environment. For
example, a professor may be limited in their ability to express opinions that are hateful or discriminatory.

Admission Requirements refer to the standards and criteria used by educational institutions to select
students for admission. This concept is closely related to affirmative action and equal protection. In the
context of the Professional Certificate in Education Law, admission requirements are critical in ensuring that
educational institutions comply with federal and state laws, such as Title VI of the Civil Rights Act and Title
IX of the Education Amendments. For instance, an educational institution may be prohibited from
discriminating against applicants based on their race or gender.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal law that prohibits discrimination against individuals with
disabilities in employment, education, and other areas. This concept is closely related to Section 504 and
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). In the context of the Professional Certificate in Education
Law, the ADA is crucial in ensuring that educational institutions provide equal access to individuals with
disabilities. For example, an educational institution may be required to provide reasonable accommodations
such as wheelchair ramps or sign language interpreters.

Assessment refers to the process of evaluating student learning and academic achievement. This concept is
closely related to evaluation and accountability. In the context of the Professional Certificate in Education
Law, assessment is essential in ensuring that educational institutions are providing high-quality education
and meeting their obligations under federal and state laws, such as the No Child Left Behind Act. For
instance, an educational institution may use standardized tests to assess student learning and identify areas
for improvement.

Bullying is a form of harassment that can create a hostile or intimidating environment for students. This
concept is closely related to cyberbullying and student safety. In the context of the Professional Certificate
in Education Law, bullying is a significant concern for educational institutions, which have a duty to provide

Read online: https://learnuni.com/glossaries/3287263/family- LearnUNI - 22 Jul 2026
educational-rights-and-privacy-act-ferpa



LearnlUINI GLOSSARY

LEARNING SHOULD BE FREE

a safe and supportive learning environment. For example, an educational institution may be required to
develop policies and procedures to prevent and respond to bullying incidents.

Child Abuse refers to the physical, emotional, or neglect of a child. This concept is closely related to child
neglect and mandatory reporting. In the context of the Professional Certificate in Education Law, child abuse
is a critical issue that educational institutions must address. For instance, educators may be required to
report suspected child abuse to the authorities and provide support to students who have experienced
abuse.

Civil Rights refer to the rights of individuals to be free from discrimination and unequal treatment. This
concept is closely related to equal protection and due process. In the context of the Professional Certificate
in Education Law, civil rights are essential in ensuring that educational institutions provide equal access to
education and protect the rights of all students. For example, an educational institution may be prohibited
from discriminating against students based on their race, gender, or disability.

Classroom Management refers to the process of creating and maintaining a safe and supportive learning
environment. This concept is closely related to discipline and student behavior. In the context of the
Professional Certificate in Education Law, classroom management is crucial in ensuring that educational
institutions provide a high-quality education and meet their obligations under federal and state laws, such
as the No Child Left Behind Act. For instance, a teacher may use positive behavioral interventions to
manage student behavior and promote academic engagement.

Collective Bargaining refers to the process of negotiating agreements between educational institutions and
employee unions. This concept is closely related to labor law and teacher contracts. In the context of the
Professional Certificate in Education Law, collective bargaining is essential in ensuring that educational
institutions comply with federal and state laws, such as the National Labor Relations Act. For example, an
educational institution may be required to negotiate with a teacher union to establish salaries, benefits, and
working conditions.

Confidentiality refers to the duty of educational institutions to protect the privacy of student records and
information. This concept is closely related to FERPA and student privacy. In the context of the Professional
Certificate in Education Law, confidentiality is crucial in ensuring that educational institutions comply with
federal and state laws, such as the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). For instance, an
educational institution may be prohibited from disclosing student records without the consent of the
student or parent.

Constitutional Law refers to the laws and principles that are established by the United States Constitution.
This concept is closely related to civil rights and due process. In the context of the Professional Certificate in
Education Law, constitutional law is essential in ensuring that educational institutions provide equal access
to education and protect the rights of all students. For example, an educational institution may be required
to comply with the First Amendment, which guarantees freedom of speech and religion.

Copyright refers to the rights of creators to control the use of their intellectual property. This concept is
closely related to intellectual property and fair use. In the context of the Professional Certificate in Education
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Law, copyright is crucial in ensuring that educational institutions comply with federal laws, such as the
Copyright Act. For instance, a teacher may be required to obtain permission to use copyrighted materials in
the classroom.

Disability Law refers to the laws and regulations that protect the rights of individuals with disabilities. This
concept is closely related to Section 504 and ADA. In the context of the Professional Certificate in Education
Law, disability law is essential in ensuring that educational institutions provide equal access to education
and accommodate the needs of students with disabilities.

Discipline refers to the process of managing student behavior and promoting a safe and supportive
learning environment. This concept is closely related to classroom management and student behavior. In
the context of the Professional Certificate in Education Law, discipline is crucial in ensuring that educational
institutions provide a high-quality education and meet their obligations under federal and state laws, such
as the No Child Left Behind Act.

District of Residence refers to the school district in which a student resides. This concept is closely related to
school attendance and residency requirements. In the context of the Professional Certificate in Education
Law, district of residence is essential in determining which school district is responsible for providing
education to a student. For example, a student may be required to attend school in the district in which
they reside.

Due Process refers to the right of individuals to receive fair and impartial treatment under the law. This
concept is closely related to civil rights and constitutional law. In the context of the Professional Certificate
in Education Law, due process is crucial in ensuring that educational institutions provide equal access to
education and protect the rights of all students. For instance, a student may be entitled to due process
before being disciplined or expelled from school.

Educational Law refers to the laws and regulations that govern the education system. This concept is closely
related to education policy and education reform. In the context of the Professional Certificate in Education
Law, educational law is essential in ensuring that educational institutions provide high-quality education
and meet their obligations under federal and state laws. For example, an educational institution may be
required to comply with federal laws, such as the No Child Left Behind Act.

Employment Law refers to the laws and regulations that govern the employment relationship between
educational institutions and their employees. In the context of the Professional Certificate in Education Law,
employment law is crucial in ensuring that educational institutions comply with federal and state laws, such
as the Fair Labor Standards Act. For instance, an educational institution may be required to provide
employees with minimum wage and overtime pay.

English Language Learner (ELL) refers to a student who is not proficient in the English language. This
concept is closely related to language acquisition and language instruction. In the context of the
Professional Certificate in Education Law, ELL is essential in ensuring that educational institutions provide
equal access to education and accommodate the needs of students who are not proficient in English. For
example, an educational institution may be required to provide language support services such as bilingual
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education or English as a second language instruction.

Equal Access refers to the right of individuals to have equal access to education and educational resources.
This concept is closely related to civil rights and disability law. In the context of the Professional Certificate
in Education Law, equal access is crucial in ensuring that educational institutions provide equal access to
education and accommodate the needs of all students. For instance, an educational institution may be
required to provide reasonable accommodations such as wheelchair ramps or sign language interpreters.

Equal Protection refers to the right of individuals to receive equal treatment under the law. In the context of
the Professional Certificate in Education Law, equal protection is essential in ensuring that educational
institutions provide equal access to education and protect the rights of all students.

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) refers to the federal law that protects the privacy of
student records and information. This concept is closely related to confidentiality and student privacy. In the
context of the Professional Certificate in Education Law, FERPA is crucial in ensuring that educational
institutions comply with federal laws and protect the rights of students and parents.

Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) refers to the right of students with disabilities to receive a free and
appropriate public education. In the context of the Professional Certificate in Education Law, FAPE is
essential in ensuring that educational institutions provide equal access to education and accommodate the
needs of students with disabilities. For example, an educational institution may be required to provide
individualized education programs (IEPs) for students with disabilities.

Freedom of Speech refers to the right of individuals to express their opinions and ideas without fear of
censorship or retribution. This concept is closely related to academic freedom and constitutional law. In the
context of the Professional Certificate in Education Law, freedom of speech is crucial in promoting
intellectual inquiry, critical thinking, and the pursuit of knowledge. However, freedom of speech is not
absolute and must be balanced with the need to maintain a safe and respectful learning environment.

Grade Level refers to the level of education that a student has achieved. This concept is closely related to
academic achievement and student progress. In the context of the Professional Certificate in Education Law,
grade level is essential in determining which educational programs and services are appropriate for a
student. For example, a student may be required to meet certain academic standards to advance to the next
grade level.

Graduation Requirements refer to the standards and criteria that students must meet to graduate from high
school. This concept is closely related to academic achievement and student outcomes. In the context of the
Professional Certificate in Education Law, graduation requirements are crucial in ensuring that educational
institutions provide high-quality education and prepare students for post-secondary education and the
workforce. For instance, a student may be required to complete a certain number of credits or meet certain
academic standards to graduate.

Homeless Student refers to a student who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence. This
concept is closely related to homelessness and student support services. In the context of the Professional
Certificate in Education Law, homeless student is essential in ensuring that educational institutions provide
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equal access to education and accommodate the needs of students who are homeless. For example, an
educational institution may be required to provide support services such as food, clothing, and shelter to
homeless students.

Individualized Education Program (IEP) refers to a plan that is developed to meet the unique needs of a
student with a disability. In the context of the Professional Certificate in Education Law, IEP is crucial in
ensuring that educational institutions provide equal access to education and accommodate the needs of
students with disabilities. For instance, an IEP may include academic goals, accommodations, and services
that are tailored to the individual needs of the student.

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) refers to the federal law that protects the rights of students
with disabilities. In the context of the Professional Certificate in Education Law, IDEA is essential in ensuring
that educational institutions provide equal access to education and accommodate the needs of students
with disabilities. For example, an educational institution may be required to provide free and appropriate
public education (FAPE) to students with disabilities.

Intellectual Property refers to the rights of creators to control the use of their intellectual property. This
concept is closely related to copyright and fair use. In the context of the Professional Certificate in
Education Law, intellectual property is crucial in ensuring that educational institutions comply with federal
laws, such as the Copyright Act.

Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) refers to the principle of providing students with disabilities with an
education in the least restrictive environment possible. In the context of the Professional Certificate in
Education Law, LRE is essential in ensuring that educational institutions provide equal access to education
and accommodate the needs of students with disabilities. For example, an educational institution may be
required to provide inclusionary programs that allow students with disabilities to participate in general
education classes.

Mandatory Reporting refers to the duty of educators to report suspected child abuse or neglect to the
authorities. This concept is closely related to child abuse and child neglect. In the context of the Professional
Certificate in Education Law, mandatory reporting is crucial in ensuring that educational institutions comply
with federal and state laws, such as the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act. For instance, an
educator may be required to report suspected child abuse or neglect to the authorities and provide support
to students who have experienced abuse.

No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) refers to the federal law that aims to improve the academic achievement of
all students. This concept is closely related to academic achievement and accountability. In the context of
the Professional Certificate in Education Law, NCLB is essential in ensuring that educational institutions
provide high-quality education and meet their obligations under federal law. For example, an educational
institution may be required to meet certain academic standards and provide support services to students
who are struggling academically.

Parental Consent refers to the right of parents to provide or withhold consent for certain educational
activities or services. In the context of the Professional Certificate in Education Law, parental consent is
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crucial in ensuring that educational institutions comply with federal laws, such as the Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). For instance, an educational institution may be required to obtain parental
consent before disclosing student records or providing certain educational services.

Privacy refers to the right of individuals to control the use of their personal information. This concept is
closely related to FERPA and confidentiality. In the context of the Professional Certificate in Education Law,
privacy is essential in ensuring that educational institutions comply with federal laws, such as the Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). For example, an educational institution may be prohibited from
disclosing student records without the consent of the student or parent.

Reasonable Accommodation refers to the process of modifying educational programs or services to
accommodate the needs of students with disabilities. In the context of the Professional Certificate in
Education Law, reasonable accommodation is crucial in ensuring that educational institutions provide equal
access to education and accommodate the needs of students with disabilities. For instance, an educational
institution may be required to provide wheelchair ramps or sign language interpreters to accommodate the
needs of students with disabilities.

Regular Education refers to the educational programs and services that are provided to students without
disabilities. This concept is closely related to special education and inclusionary programs. In the context of
the Professional Certificate in Education Law, regular education is essential in ensuring that educational
institutions provide high-quality education and meet their obligations under federal and state laws.

Residency Requirements refer to the standards and criteria that determine which school district is
responsible for providing education to a student. This concept is closely related to school attendance and
district of residence. In the context of the Professional Certificate in Education Law, residency requirements
are crucial in determining which school district is responsible for providing education to a student. For
instance, a student may be required to attend school in the district in which they reside.

School Attendance refers to the process of attending school and participating in educational programs and
services. This concept is closely related to truant and attendance policies. In the context of the Professional
Certificate in Education Law, school attendance is essential in ensuring that educational institutions provide
high-quality education and meet their obligations under federal and state laws. For example, an educational
institution may be required to develop policies and procedures to promote school attendance and reduce
truancy.

Section 504 refers to the federal law that protects the rights of individuals with disabilities. In the context of
the Professional Certificate in Education Law, Section 504 is crucial in ensuring that educational institutions
provide equal access to education and accommodate the needs of students with disabilities.

Special Education refers to the educational programs and services that are provided to students with
disabilities. This concept is closely related to disability law and IEP. In the context of the Professional
Certificate in Education Law, special education is essential in ensuring that educational institutions provide
equal access to education and accommodate the needs of students with disabilities.

Student Behavior refers to the actions and conduct of students in an educational setting. This concept is
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closely related to classroom management and discipline. In the context of the Professional Certificate in
Education Law, student behavior is crucial in ensuring that educational institutions provide a safe and
supportive learning environment.

Student Privacy refers to the right of students to control the use of their personal information. In the
context of the Professional Certificate in Education Law, student privacy is essential in ensuring that
educational institutions comply with federal laws, such as the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
(FERPA).

Student Records refer to the documents and information that are maintained by educational institutions
about students. In the context of the Professional Certificate in Education Law, student records are crucial in
ensuring that educational institutions comply with federal laws, such as the Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act (FERPA). For instance, an educational institution may be required to maintain accurate and up-
to-date student records and provide access to these records to students and parents.

Student Safety refers to the right of students to be safe and protected from harm in an educational setting.
This concept is closely related to bullying and violence prevention. In the context of the Professional
Certificate in Education Law, student safety is essential in ensuring that educational institutions provide a
safe and supportive learning environment.

Teacher Contracts refer to the agreements that are negotiated between educational institutions and teacher
unions. This concept is closely related to collective bargaining and employment law. In the context of the
Professional Certificate in Education Law, teacher contracts are crucial in ensuring that educational
institutions comply with federal and state laws, such as the Fair Labor Standards Act. For instance, a teacher
contract may include provisions related to salary, benefits, and working conditions.

Title IX refers to the federal law that prohibits discrimination against students based on their sex. This
concept is closely related to gender equity and sexual harassment. In the context of the Professional
Certificate in Education Law, Title IX is essential in ensuring that educational institutions provide equal
access to education and protect the rights of all students. For example, an educational institution may be
prohibited from discriminating against students based on their sex in athletic programs or extracurricular
activities.

Truancy refers to the act of being absent from school without a valid excuse. This concept is closely related
to school attendance and attendance policies. In the context of the Professional Certificate in Education
Law, truancy is crucial in ensuring that educational institutions provide high-quality education and meet
their obligations under federal and state laws. For instance, an educational institution may be required to
develop policies and procedures to promote school attendance and reduce truancy.

Violence Prevention refers to the process of preventing and responding to violence in an educational
setting. This concept is closely related to student safety and bullying prevention. In the context of the
Professional Certificate in Education Law, violence prevention is essential in ensuring that educational
institutions provide a safe and supportive learning environment. For example, an educational institution
may be required to develop policies and procedures to prevent and respond to violent incidents.
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