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Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion

AI and the Future of Religious Practice

A priori refers to knowledge or justification that is independent of experience, and is often used in the
Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion to describe the relationship between artificial intelligence
and religion. Related terms include a posteriori, which refers to knowledge or justification that is dependent
on experience. In the context of AI and religion, a priori knowledge might include the idea that a higher
power or divine being exists, regardless of empirical evidence.

Abductive reasoning is a form of logical reasoning that involves making an educated guess or hypothesis
based on incomplete information. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, abductive
reasoning is used to explore the potential implications of AI on religious practice. Related terms include
deductive reasoning and inductive reasoning. For example, an abductive reasoning approach might involve
using AI to analyze scriptural texts and make predictions about future trends in religious practice.

Accessibility refers to the degree to which AI systems are usable by people with disabilities. In the Certified
Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, accessibility is an important consideration for ensuring that AI-
powered tools and resources are available to all members of a religious community. Related terms include
usability and inclusivity. For example, an AI-powered chatbot designed to provide spiritual support might
need to be accessible to individuals with visual or hearing impairments.

Action theory is a framework for understanding the relationship between human action and the social and
cultural context in which it takes place. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, action
theory is used to explore the potential impact of AI on religious practice and rituals. Related terms include
social theory and cultural theory. For example, an action theory approach might involve using AI to analyze
the rituals and practices of a particular religious community and identify areas where AI might be used to
enhance or transform those practices.

Adversarial example is a term used in machine learning to describe a piece of data that is designed to
mislead or deceive an AI system. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, adversarial
examples are used to test the robustness and security of AI systems used in religious contexts. Related
terms include security and vulnerability. For example, an adversarial example might be used to test the
ability of an AI-powered chatbot to detect and respond to malicious or offensive input.

Affective computing is a field of research that focuses on the development of AI systems that can recognize
and respond to human emotions. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, affective
computing is used to explore the potential applications of AI in emotional and spiritual support. Related
terms include emotional intelligence and sentiment analysis. For example, an affective computing approach
might involve using AI to analyze the emotional tone of scriptural texts and develop personalized support
systems for individuals in need.

Agency refers to the capacity of human beings or agents to act independently and make decisions based on
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their own free will. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, agency is an important
consideration for understanding the potential impact of AI on religious practice and autonomy. Related
terms include autonomy and free will. For example, an agency approach might involve exploring the ways in
which AI might be used to enhance or limit human agency in religious contexts.

AI alignment refers to the process of aligning the goals and values of an AI system with those of its human
creators or users. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, AI alignment is an important
consideration for ensuring that AI systems are used in ways that are consistent with religious values and
principles. Related terms include value alignment and goal alignment. For example, an AI alignment
approach might involve using AI to analyze the values and principles of a particular religious community
and develop AI systems that are consistent with those values.

Algorithmic bias refers to the biases and prejudices that can be embedded in AI systems and algorithms. In
the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, algorithmic bias is an important consideration for
ensuring that AI systems are used in ways that are fair and just. Related terms include fairness and justice.
For example, an algorithmic bias approach might involve using AI to analyze the biases and prejudices
present in scriptural texts and develop AI systems that are fair and just.

Anthropomorphism is the attribution of human characteristics or qualities to non-human entities, such as AI
systems. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, anthropomorphism is an important
consideration for understanding the potential impact of AI on religious practice and belief. Related terms
include personification and humanization. For example, an anthropomorphism approach might involve
exploring the ways in which AI might be used to enhance or transform human relationships with the divine.

Artificial general intelligence refers to a type of AI that is capable of performing any intellectual task that a
human being can. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, artificial general intelligence is
an important consideration for understanding the potential impact of AI on religious practice and belief.
Related terms include narrow or weak AI and superintelligence. For example, an artificial general intelligence
approach might involve exploring the ways in which AI might be used to enhance or transform human
understanding of the divine.

Artificial intelligence is a field of research that focuses on the development of intelligent machines that can
think and act like human beings. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, artificial
intelligence is used to explore the potential applications of AI in religious contexts. Related terms include
machine learning and deep learning. For example, an artificial intelligence approach might involve using AI
to analyze scriptural texts and develop personalized support systems for individuals in need.

Assumptions are the beliefs or hypotheses that underlie a particular theory or model. In the Certified
Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, assumptions are an important consideration for understanding the
potential impact of AI on religious practice and belief. Related terms include hypotheses and theories. For
example, an assumptions approach might involve exploring the ways in which AI might be used to
challenge or confirm existing assumptions about the divine.

Asynchronous learning is a type of learning that takes place at different times and places, often using digital
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technologies such as online courses or modules. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion,
asynchronous learning is used to provide flexible and accessible learning opportunities for students. Related
terms include synchronous learning and blended learning. For example, an asynchronous learning approach
might involve using AI to develop personalized learning pathways for students.

Augmented reality is a type of technology that enhances or augments the physical world using digital
information and images. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, augmented reality is used
to explore the potential applications of AI in religious contexts. Related terms include virtual reality and
mixed reality. For example, an augmented reality approach might involve using AI to develop immersive
and interactive experiences for religious education or worship.

Autonomy refers to the capacity of human beings or agents to act independently and make decisions based
on their own free will. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, autonomy is an important
consideration for understanding the potential impact of AI on religious practice and belief. Related terms
include agency and free will. For example, an autonomy approach might involve exploring the ways in which
AI might be used to enhance or limit human autonomy in religious contexts.

Bayesian inference is a statistical technique used to update the probability of a hypothesis based on new
data or evidence. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, Bayesian inference is used to
analyze the probability of different outcomes or scenarios in religious contexts. Related terms include
probability theory and statistics. For example, a Bayesian inference approach might involve using AI to
analyze the probability of different interpretations of scriptural texts.

Bias refers to the distortions or prejudices that can be present in AI systems and algorithms. In the Certified
Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, bias is an important consideration for ensuring that AI systems are
used in ways that are fair and just. For example, a bias approach might involve using AI to analyze the
biases and prejudices present in scriptural texts and develop AI systems that are fair and just.

Big data refers to the large amounts of data that are generated and analyzed in many fields, including
religion. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, big data is used to explore the potential
applications of AI in religious contexts. Related terms include data science and analytics. For example, a big
data approach might involve using AI to analyze large datasets of scriptural texts and develop insights into
religious practice and belief.

Blockchain is a type of technology that uses distributed ledgers to record and verify transactions. In the
Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, blockchain is used to explore the potential applications of
AI in religious contexts. Related terms include distributed ledger technology and cryptocurrency. For
example, a blockchain approach might involve using AI to develop secure and transparent systems for
donations or tithing.

Chatbot is a type of AI system that is designed to simulate conversation with human beings. In the Certified
Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, chatbots are used to explore the potential applications of AI in
religious contexts. Related terms include virtual assistant and conversational AI. For example, a chatbot
approach might involve using AI to develop personalized support systems for individuals in need.
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Cloud computing is a type of technology that allows access to computing resources and data over the
internet. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, cloud computing is used to provide
flexible and scalable computing resources for AI applications. Related terms include cloud storage and
cloud infrastructure. For example, a cloud computing approach might involve using AI to develop cloud-
based systems for religious education or worship.

Cognitive bias refers to the distortions or prejudices that can be present in human cognition and decision-
making. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, cognitive bias is an important
consideration for understanding the potential impact of AI on religious practice and belief. Related terms
include heuristics and biases. For example, a cognitive bias approach might involve using AI to analyze the
biases and prejudices present in scriptural texts and develop AI systems that are fair and just.

Collaborative filtering is a technique used in recommendation systems to predict the preferences of a user
based on the preferences of other users. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion,
collaborative filtering is used to develop personalized recommendations for religious education or worship.
Related terms include content-based filtering and hybrid recommendation systems. For example, a
collaborative filtering approach might involve using AI to analyze the preferences of a community and
develop personalized recommendations for religious practice.

Computer vision is a field of research that focuses on the development of AI systems that can interpret and
understand visual data from images and videos. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion,
computer vision is used to explore the potential applications of AI in religious contexts. Related terms
include image recognition and object detection. For example, a computer vision approach might involve
using AI to analyze images and videos of religious rituals and develop insights into religious practice.

Conversational AI is a type of AI that is designed to simulate conversation with human beings. In the
Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, conversational AI is used to explore the potential
applications of AI in religious contexts. Related terms include chatbot and virtual assistant. For example, a
conversational AI approach might involve using AI to develop personalized support systems for individuals
in need.

Creativity refers to the capacity of human beings or agents to generate new and original ideas or solutions.
In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, creativity is an important consideration for
understanding the potential impact of AI on religious practice and belief. Related terms include imagination
and innovation. For example, a creativity approach might involve exploring the ways in which AI might be
used to enhance or transform human creativity in religious contexts.

Critical thinking is a skill that involves analyzing and evaluating information and arguments in a logical and
systematic way. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, critical thinking is an important
consideration for understanding the potential impact of AI on religious practice and belief. Related terms
include logical reasoning and argumentation. For example, a critical thinking approach might involve using
AI to analyze the arguments and evidence present in scriptural texts and develop insights into religious
practice.
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Cybernetics is a field of research that focuses on the development of control and communication systems in
machines and living beings. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, cybernetics is used to
explore the potential applications of AI in religious contexts. Related terms include control theory and
systems theory. For example, a cybernetics approach might involve using AI to develop control systems for
religious rituals or processes.

Data mining is a process of discovering patterns and relationships in large datasets. In the Certified
Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, data mining is used to explore the potential applications of AI in
religious contexts. Related terms include data analysis and knowledge discovery. For example, a data mining
approach might involve using AI to analyze large datasets of scriptural texts and develop insights into
religious practice.

Decision-making refers to the process of making choices or decisions based on available information and
criteria. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, decision-making is an important
consideration for understanding the potential impact of AI on religious practice and belief. Related terms
include rational choice and bounded rationality. For example, a decision-making approach might involve
using AI to analyze the criteria and processes used in religious decision-making.

Deep learning is a type of machine learning that involves the use of neural networks to analyze and
interpret complex data. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, deep learning is used to
explore the potential applications of AI in religious contexts. Related terms include convolutional neural
networks and recurrent neural networks. For example, a deep learning approach might involve using AI to
analyze images and videos of religious rituals and develop insights into religious practice.

Determinism refers to the idea that every event or outcome is the result of prior causes and is therefore
predetermined. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, determinism is an important
consideration for understanding the potential impact of AI on religious practice and belief. Related terms
include free will and indeterminism. For example, a determinism approach might involve exploring the ways
in which AI might be used to predict or influence human behavior in religious contexts.

Dialogue system is a type of AI system that is designed to simulate conversation with human beings. In the
Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, dialogue systems are used to explore the potential
applications of AI in religious contexts. Related terms include chatbot and conversational AI. For example, a
dialogue system approach might involve using AI to develop personalized support systems for individuals in
need.

Digital humanities is a field of research that focuses on the application of digital technologies to the
humanities. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, digital humanities is used to explore
the potential applications of AI in religious contexts. Related terms include humanities computing and
digital scholarship. For example, a digital humanities approach might involve using AI to analyze scriptural
texts and develop insights into religious practice.

Discourse analysis is a method of analyzing language and communication in social contexts. In the Certified
Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, discourse analysis is used to explore the potential applications of

Read online: https://learnuni.com/glossaries/4323005/ai-and-the-
future-of-religious-practice

LearnUNI · 27 Jul 2026



G LO S S A RY

AI in religious contexts. Related terms include linguistics and semiotics. For example, a discourse analysis
approach might involve using AI to analyze the language and communication used in religious rituals and
develop insights into religious practice.

Distributed ledger technology is a type of technology that uses distributed ledgers to record and verify
transactions. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, distributed ledger technology is used
to explore the potential applications of AI in religious contexts. Related terms include blockchain and
cryptocurrency. For example, a distributed ledger technology approach might involve using AI to develop
secure and transparent systems for donations or tithing.

Embodiment refers to the idea that the mind is not just located in the brain, but is embodied in the body
and environment. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, embodiment is an important
consideration for understanding the potential impact of AI on religious practice and belief. Related terms
include cognitive science and phenomenology. For example, an embodiment approach might involve
exploring the ways in which AI might be used to enhance or transform human experience in religious
contexts.

Emotion recognition is a type of AI that involves the recognition and interpretation of human emotions. In
the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, emotion recognition is used to explore the potential
applications of AI in religious contexts. Related terms include affective computing and sentiment analysis.
For example, an emotion recognition approach might involve using AI to analyze the emotions expressed in
scriptural texts and develop insights into religious practice.

Empathy refers to the capacity of human beings to understand and share the feelings of others. In the
Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, empathy is an important consideration for understanding
the potential impact of AI on religious practice and belief. Related terms include compassion and altruism.
For example, an empathy approach might involve exploring the ways in which AI might be used to enhance
or transform human relationships in religious contexts.

Epistemology is the study of knowledge and belief. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion,
epistemology is an important consideration for understanding the potential impact of AI on religious
practice and belief. Related terms include metaphysics and ontology. For example, an epistemology
approach might involve exploring the ways in which AI might be used to challenge or confirm existing
beliefs about the divine.

Ethics refers to the study of moral values and principles. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and
Religion, ethics is an important consideration for understanding the potential impact of AI on religious
practice and belief. Related terms include moral philosophy and value theory. For example, an ethics
approach might involve exploring the ways in which AI might be used to enhance or transform human
values in religious contexts.

Expert system is a type of AI system that is designed to mimic the decision-making abilities of a human
expert. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, expert systems are used to explore the
potential applications of AI in religious contexts. Related terms include knowledge-based system and
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decision support system. For example, an expert system approach might involve using AI to develop
personalized support systems for individuals in need.

Explanation refers to the process of providing a clear and concise account of a particular phenomenon or
event. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, explanation is an important consideration
for understanding the potential impact of AI on religious practice and belief. Related terms include
interpretation and understanding. For example, an explanation approach might involve using AI to analyze
the explanations and interpretations present in scriptural texts and develop insights into religious practice.

Face recognition is a type of AI that involves the recognition and interpretation of human faces. In the
Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, face recognition is used to explore the potential
applications of AI in religious contexts. Related terms include biometrics and surveillance. For example, a
face recognition approach might involve using AI to analyze the faces and expressions of individuals in
religious rituals and develop insights into religious practice.

Game theory is a branch of mathematics that deals with the analysis of strategic decision making. In the
Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, game theory is used to explore the potential applications
of AI in religious contexts. Related terms include economics and politics. For example, a game theory
approach might involve using AI to analyze the strategies and tactics used in religious decision-making.

Human-computer interaction refers to the study of how human beings interact with computers and other
technologies. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, human-computer interaction is an
important consideration for understanding the potential impact of AI on religious practice and belief.
Related terms include user experience and interface design. For example, a human-computer interaction
approach might involve exploring the ways in which AI might be used to enhance or transform human
interaction with religious technologies.

Humanoid robot is a type of robot that is designed to mimic the appearance and behavior of a human
being. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, humanoid robots are used to explore the
potential applications of AI in religious contexts. Related terms include android and robotics. For example, a
humanoid robot approach might involve using AI to develop personalized support systems for individuals
in need.

Hypothesis refers to a proposed explanation or theory that is tested and evaluated through
experimentation or observation. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, hypothesis is an
important consideration for understanding the potential impact of AI on religious practice and belief.
Related terms include theory and model. For example, a hypothesis approach might involve using AI to
develop and test hypotheses about the effects of AI on religious practice.

Image recognition is a type of AI that involves the recognition and interpretation of images. In the Certified
Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, image recognition is used to explore the potential applications of
AI in religious contexts. Related terms include computer vision and object detection. For example, an image
recognition approach might involve using AI to analyze images and videos of religious rituals and develop
insights into religious practice.
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Inference refers to the process of drawing conclusions or making inferences based on available data or
evidence. In the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, inference is an important consideration
for understanding the potential impact of AI on religious practice and belief. Related terms include
deduction and induction. For example, an inference approach might involve using AI to analyze the
inferences and conclusions present in scriptural texts and develop insights into religious practice.

Information theory is a branch of mathematics that deals with the analysis and processing of information. In
the Certified Specialist Programme in AI and Religion, information theory is used to explore the potential
applications of AI in religious contexts. Related terms include communication theory and data compression.
For example, an information theory approach might involve using AI to analyze the information and
communication used in religious rituals and develop insights into religious practice.

Intelligent agent is a type of AI system that is designed to act and make decisions autonomously.
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