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Certificate in Speech-Language Pathology (India)

Speech And Language Assessment

Apraxia of Speech
Motor speech disorder, speech planning, neurogenic
A neurological condition where the brain’s signals to the muscles involved in speech are disrupted, leading
to inconsistent speech errors despite normal muscle strength.
Example: A child may produce “buh” instead of “ball” and can repeat the correct sound when prompted but
cannot do so spontaneously.
Practical application: Use the Dynamic Temporal and Tactile Cueing (DTTC) approach to cue motor planning.
Challenges: Differentiating from phonological disorder; requires intensive, repetitive therapy.

Articulation
Speech sound production, phonetics, intelligibility
The physical production of speech sounds, involving precise movements of the tongue, lips, palate, and
respiratory system.
Example: Correct production of /s/ requires a narrow groove and airflow.
Practical application: Conduct articulation screening using the Goldman-Fristoe Test of Articulation.
Challenges: Assessing subtle errors in mixed speech patterns; cultural variations in sound inventory.

Auriculometry
Ear measurement, auditory assessment, tympanometry
A technique to measure ear canal dimensions, often used to calibrate auditory equipment for accurate
assessment.
Example: Measuring ear canal length to adjust hearing aid output.
Practical application: Ensures reliable audiometric data in speech‑language evaluations.
Challenges: Requires specialized equipment; patient cooperation.

Auditory Processing Disorder (APD)
Central auditory dysfunction, listening skills, language comprehension
A condition where the brain has difficulty processing auditory information, affecting language development
and academic performance.
Example: A student may hear a sentence but misinterpret the meaning.
Practical application: Use the SCAN-3 test battery to identify deficits in auditory discrimination and temporal
processing.
Challenges: Overlap with attention‑deficit disorders; need for multidisciplinary assessment.

Azimuthal Localization
Sound direction, spatial hearing, binaural cues
The ability to determine the horizontal location of a sound source, relying on interaural time and level
differences.
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Example: Identifying whether a spoken word comes from the left or right speaker.
Practical application: Incorporate localization tasks in auditory training for children with hearing loss.
Challenges: Accurate measurement requires controlled acoustic environment.

Back‑channeling
Conversational feedback, listener responses, discourse analysis
Non‑verbal or verbal cues (e.g., “uh‑uh,” nodding) that indicate active listening and facilitate turn‑taking.
Example: A listener says “I see” while a speaker continues describing an event.
Practical application: Teach appropriate back‑channeling to improve pragmatic skills in individuals with
autism.
Challenges: Cultural differences in back‑channel norms; assessing subtle cues.

Baseline Assessment
Initial evaluation, reference data, progress monitoring
The first comprehensive assessment that establishes a client’s current speech‑language abilities and informs
goal setting.
Example: Administering the Clinical Evaluation of Language Fundamentals (CELF) at intake.
Practical application: Provides data for measuring therapy effectiveness over time.
Challenges: Time‑consuming; must be tailored to individual’s age and cultural background.

Bernstein’s Stages of Motor Development
Motor control, developmental milestones, speech motor planning
A theoretical framework describing the progression from reflexive movements to skilled, purposeful actions.
Example: Transition from “babbles” to coordinated speech movements in infants.
Practical application: Guides selection of age‑appropriate motor tasks in therapy.
Challenges: Individual variability may not fit linear stages.

Betz’s Law
Neurophysiology, motor neuron size, speech articulation
A principle stating that larger motor neurons innervate muscles requiring fine motor control, such as those
for speech.
Example: The facial nerve’s fine motor units controlling lip movement.
Practical application: Understanding neural basis for articulation disorders.
Challenges: Translating neurophysiological concepts into clinical practice.

Binary Phoneme Classification
Feature analysis, distinctive features, phonological assessment
A method of categorizing speech sounds based on binary oppositions (e.g., [+voice] vs. [–voice]).
Example: Classifying /b/ as [+voice, –nasal] and /p/ as [–voice, –nasal].
Practical application: Helps identify phonological patterns in children’s speech errors.
Challenges: Requires clinician expertise in feature theory.

Bidirectional Influence Model
Language development, speech perception, motor output
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A model proposing that speech perception and production influence each other reciprocally during
development.
Example: Improving auditory discrimination can enhance articulation accuracy.
Practical application: Integrates perception training with articulation therapy.
Challenges: Measuring the dynamic interaction longitudinally.

Biomarkers in Speech‑Language Pathology
Physiological indicators, neuroimaging, genetic markers
Objective biological measures that may predict or reflect speech‑language disorders.
Example: Reduced cortical activation in Broca’s area observed via fMRI in stuttering.
Practical application: May guide individualized intervention plans.
Challenges: Limited accessibility; ethical considerations.

Blended Speech‑Language Sessions
Hybrid therapy, telepractice, face‑to‑face
A delivery mode combining in‑person and remote therapy within a single session.
Example: Conducting articulation drills online, then switching to hands‑on oral motor exercises in the clinic.
Practical application: Increases flexibility for families in rural India.
Challenges: Ensuring seamless transition and consistent data capture.

Broad‑Scope Screening
Universal screening, early identification, community health
A quick assessment administered to all children in a setting to detect potential speech‑language concerns.
Example: Using a 3‑minute language checklist in preschool.
Practical application: Facilitates early referral to specialized services.
Challenges: Balancing sensitivity and specificity; resource constraints.

Bronchial Breath Support
Respiratory therapy, phonation, speech production
Techniques that enhance breath control by engaging lower airway muscles to support speech.
Example: Using diaphragmatic breathing exercises before sustained phonation tasks.
Practical application: Beneficial for clients with dysarthria due to respiratory weakness.
Challenges: Requires coordination between speech‑language and physiotherapy teams.

Buccal Speech Devices
Assistive technology, oral motor assistance, augmentative communication
Devices placed inside the mouth to modify airflow and improve speech intelligibility.
Example: Palatal lift prosthesis for velopharyngeal insufficiency.
Practical application: Provides structural support for articulation in cleft palate patients.
Challenges: Requires dental collaboration; patient adaptation.

Bulbar Assessment
Brainstem function, cranial nerves, dysphagia
Evaluation of the brainstem nuclei and cranial nerves that control speech and swallowing.
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Example: Assessing gag reflex, tongue strength, and palate movement.
Practical application: Critical for patients with neurodegenerative diseases such as ALS.
Challenges: Differentiating bulbar from cortical contributions to speech deficits.

Cachet of Certification
Professional credential, regulatory standards, Indian Speech‑Language Pathology (ISLP) Council
The recognized authority and credibility associated with holding the Certificate in Speech‑Language
Pathology.
Example: Employers may prioritize candidates with the ISLP certificate for clinical positions.
Practical application: Enhances career mobility and eligibility for advanced training.
Challenges: Maintaining continuing education requirements.

Canonical Sentences
Syntax, language development, grammatical competence
Simple, well‑formed sentences that follow standard grammatical rules, often used as benchmarks in
language assessment.
Example: “The cat chased the mouse.”
Practical application: Comparing a child’s production to canonical structures to gauge syntactic
development.
Challenges: Cultural variations in sentence structure; bilingual interference.

Case History Interview
Background information, medical history, developmental milestones
A structured conversation with the client or caregiver to gather relevant personal and health data.
Example: Inquiring about prenatal complications, language exposure, and previous interventions.
Practical application: Guides selection of assessment tools and informs differential diagnosis.
Challenges: Obtaining accurate information when caregivers have limited health literacy.

Centile Norms
Statistical benchmarks, percentile ranking, normative data
Reference values that indicate where a client’s performance falls relative to a normative population.
Example: A language score at the 30th percentile suggests below‑average performance.
Practical application: Helps determine the severity of a disorder and eligibility for services.
Challenges: Norms may not reflect Indian linguistic diversity; need for localized data.

Cephalometric Analysis
Radiographic measurement, craniofacial structure, speech articulation
A diagnostic tool that evaluates skeletal and soft‑tissue relationships using lateral skull X‑rays.
Example: Measuring the distance between the hard palate and the tongue tip for velopharyngeal
assessment.
Practical application: Assists in planning surgical interventions for cleft palate.
Challenges: Radiation exposure; requires specialized interpretation.

Centrosymmetric Speech Tasks
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Motor symmetry, bilateral coordination, speech rhythm
Exercises that require equal use of both sides of the oral mechanism to promote balanced muscle activity.
Example: Alternating syllables “ka‑ga‑ka‑ga” to train left‑right coordination.
Practical application: Used in therapy for dysarthria after unilateral stroke.
Challenges: Monitoring symmetry objectively; client fatigue.

Chatbot‑Based Language Screening
Artificial intelligence, automated assessment, digital health
A conversational agent that interacts with users to evaluate language abilities through natural language
processing.
Example: A smartphone app that asks the child to describe pictures and analyses syntax.
Practical application: Increases accessibility of language screening in remote Indian villages.
Challenges: Algorithm bias; need for validation against standardized tests.

Chin‑Lift Technique
Postural adjustment, airway opening, speech clarity
A maneuver where the client lifts the chin slightly to reduce airway obstruction and improve phonation.
Example: Instructing a client with reduced vocal intensity to perform a gentle chin lift before speaking.
Practical application: Useful for individuals with Parkinsonian dysphonia.
Challenges: May affect articulation placement; requires monitoring for strain.

Chunking Strategy
Memory aid, linguistic processing, therapeutic approach
Dividing longer utterances into smaller, manageable units to facilitate comprehension and production.
Example: Teaching a child to say “I want ___” followed by “the red ball” instead of the full sentence at once.
Practical application: Supports clients with working‑memory deficits.
Challenges: Ensuring natural prosody; generalization to spontaneous speech.

Clarity Index
Intelligibility measure, speech perception, acoustic analysis
A quantitative score derived from listener transcription accuracy, reflecting how clearly speech is
understood.
Example: A clarity index of 85% indicates that 85 out of 100 listeners correctly transcribed the target word.
Practical application: Tracks progress in articulation therapy.
Challenges: Requires consistent listener pool; cultural accent influences.

Coarticulation Gradient
Phonetic overlap, speech timing, acoustic transition
The degree to which adjacent speech sounds influence each other’s articulation, affecting smoothness of
speech.
Example: The vowel quality in “cat” is slightly altered by the following /t/.
Practical application: Analyzing coarticulation helps identify motor planning deficits.
Challenges: Requires detailed acoustic analysis tools.
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Collaborative Goal Setting
Client‑centered planning, shared decision‑making, therapy outcomes
A process where the clinician, client, and family jointly establish realistic and meaningful therapy objectives.
Example: Agreeing to improve the child’s ability to request items using two‑word phrases.
Practical application: Increases motivation and adherence to therapy.
Challenges: Balancing professional recommendations with family expectations.

Comprehension‑Production Gap
Receptive‑expressive discrepancy, language delay, assessment indicator
A situation where a client understands language at a higher level than they can produce.
Example: A child follows multi‑step commands but uses only single‑word responses.
Practical application: Guides focus on expressive language interventions.
Challenges: May mask underlying expressive deficits; requires careful observation.

Compensatory Strategies
Adaptive techniques, functional communication, augmentative alternatives
Methods that enable individuals to communicate effectively despite underlying impairments.
Example: Using gestures or picture boards for a client with severe aphasia.
Practical application: Integrated into therapy plans for progressive neurological disorders.
Challenges: Ensuring strategies are culturally appropriate and accepted.

Conceptual Mapping
Semantic networks, vocabulary organization, language assessment
A visual representation of how words and concepts are related in a client’s mental lexicon.
Example: Mapping “fruit” → “apple, banana, mango” to assess semantic breadth.
Practical application: Identifies lexical gaps and informs targeted vocabulary instruction.
Challenges: Requires client cooperation; may be less effective with limited expressive ability.

Conduction Aphasia
Fluent aphasia, repetition deficit, auditory processing
A type of aphasia characterized by relatively fluent speech, good comprehension, but impaired ability to
repeat spoken words.
Example: A patient says “The cat is on the mat” correctly but cannot repeat “cat” when asked.
Practical application: Therapy focuses on strengthening auditory‑verbal feedback loops.
Challenges: Differentiating from transcortical motor aphasia; requires careful auditory discrimination
training.

Congenital Dysarthria
Developmental motor speech disorder, neurological origin, articulation
A speech disorder present from birth due to abnormal development of the speech motor system.
Example: A child with weak lip closure and imprecise consonants without identifiable neurological injury.
Practical application: Early intensive oral motor therapy can improve intelligibility.
Challenges: Limited research on etiology; prognosis varies widely.
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Cooperative Learning in Speech Therapy
Peer interaction, group dynamics, communicative competence
An instructional approach where clients work together to achieve language goals, fostering social skills.
Example: Small‑group activities where children practice turn‑taking using story cards.
Practical application: Enhances pragmatic language use in naturalistic settings.
Challenges: Managing varied ability levels; ensuring equitable participation.

Corpus‑Based Phonological Analysis
Language database, frequency counts, error pattern identification
Analyzing a client’s speech using large collections of spoken language to detect systematic phonological
errors.
Example: Comparing a child’s speech sample to a Hindi corpus to determine over‑generalization of a
phoneme.
Practical application: Provides empirical basis for treatment planning.
Challenges: Requires access to appropriate corpora; computational expertise.

Cross‑Linguistic Transfer
Bilingual interaction, language interference, assessment considerations
The influence of one language on another in bilingual individuals, affecting both comprehension and
production.
Example: A bilingual child uses English word order while speaking Hindi.
Practical application: Assessors must evaluate each language separately to avoid misdiagnosis.
Challenges: Limited bilingual normative data; need for culturally relevant test materials.

Cueing Hierarchy
Prompting levels, speech therapy, fading techniques
A structured sequence of prompts ranging from most to least supportive, used to elicit target responses.
Example: Physical prompt → visual cue → verbal prompt → independent response.
Practical application: Facilitates gradual independence in speech production.
Challenges: Determining optimal prompt level for each client; avoiding prompt dependency.

Current‑Source Ratio (CSR)
Acoustic measure, voice quality, dysphonia assessment
The proportion of acoustic energy contributed by the vocal folds (source) versus the vocal tract (filter).
Example: A low CSR may indicate breathy voice quality.
Practical application: Guides voice therapy for functional dysphonia.
Challenges: Requires specialized software; interpretation may be affected by recording conditions.

Decibel (dB) Sensitivity
Auditory threshold, hearing assessment, speech perception
The minimum sound level a person can detect, measured in decibels.
Example: Normal hearing is typically ≤ 20 dB HL across frequencies.
Practical application: Determines suitability for auditory‑based speech therapy.
Challenges: Variability due to environmental noise; cultural factors in test administration.
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Deficit‑Based Therapy
Targeted intervention, specific impairment, outcome‑focused
Therapeutic approach that concentrates on the specific functional deficits identified in assessment.
Example: Addressing phonemic awareness deficits in a dyslexic student.
Practical application: Efficient use of therapy time; measurable progress.
Challenges: Requires precise assessment; may overlook broader communicative needs.

Diagnostic Precision
Assessment accuracy, differential diagnosis, clinical validity
The degree to which an evaluation correctly identifies the nature and extent of a speech‑language disorder.
Example: Using both the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test and articulation screening to pinpoint a mixed
disorder.
Practical application: Informs evidence‑based treatment planning.
Challenges: Balancing thoroughness with time constraints; limited resources in some settings.

Developmental Phonology
Sound acquisition, language milestones, phoneme inventory
Study of how speech sounds emerge and change during typical childhood development.
Example: The emergence of the alveolar /t/ around 12 months in Hindi‑speaking children.
Practical application: Provides benchmarks for evaluating speech sound development.
Challenges: Variation across dialects; need for age‑appropriate norms.

Discourse Analysis
Conversation structure, pragmatic competence, narrative skills
Systematic examination of spoken or written language beyond the sentence level, focusing on cohesion,
coherence, and turn‑taking.
Example: Analyzing a child’s storytelling for use of temporal markers like “first” and “then.”
Practical application: Identifies pragmatic deficits in autism spectrum disorder.
Challenges: Requires extensive transcription; cultural norms influence discourse patterns.

Dyspraxic Speech Profile
Motor planning disorder, inconsistent errors, therapy response
A characteristic pattern of speech errors resulting from impaired planning of speech movements.
Example: Variable vowel distortions that improve with auditory cueing.
Practical application: Guides selection of motor‑based interventions such as PROMPT.
Challenges: Overlap with phonological disorders; need for longitudinal monitoring.

Ear‑Canal Resonance
Acoustic feedback, speech production, resonance disorders
The amplification of certain frequencies within the ear canal that can affect speaker’s perception of their
own voice.
Example: A child may over‑produce high‑frequency fricatives due to heightened ear‑canal resonance.
Practical application: Adjusting microphone placement during therapy to reduce feedback.
Challenges: Individual anatomical differences; limited research on impact.
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Ecological Validity
Real‑world applicability, assessment context, functional communication
The extent to which assessment results reflect a client’s performance in everyday environments.
Example: Using a home‑based language sample to gauge functional communication.
Practical application: Ensures therapy goals are relevant to daily life.
Challenges: Controlling for environmental variables; time‑intensive data collection.

Echoic Memory
Auditory short‑term memory, phonological loop, language processing
The ability to retain a brief auditory impression of a sound after it has ceased.
Example: Repeating a non‑word “blim” after hearing it once.
Practical application: Used in tests of phonological memory such as the Non‑Word Repetition task.
Challenges: Sensitive to attention; may be impaired in specific language impairment.

Effortful Closure
Velopharyngeal function, nasality, speech intelligibility
The active muscular sealing of the velopharyngeal port during speech, essential for producing non‑nasal
sounds.
Example: Inadequate effortful closure leads to hypernasality on /p/ and /k/.
Practical application: Biofeedback using nasometer to train velar closure.
Challenges: Requires patient awareness of internal sensations; may be limited in severe anatomical defects.

Elision Technique
Phonological manipulation, speech therapy, articulation
A strategy where a target sound is omitted to simplify a word, facilitating gradual re‑introduction of the
sound.
Example: Saying “ca‑t” instead of “cat” while working on /t/ placement.
Practical application: Useful for children with severe phonological disorder.
Challenges: Preventing over‑reliance; ensuring accurate re‑introduction.

Emotional Prosody
Intonation, affective communication, pragmatic skills
The variation in pitch, loudness, and rhythm that conveys emotional meaning.
Example: Rising pitch to express surprise.
Practical application: Training clients with right‑hemisphere stroke to interpret and produce appropriate
prosody.
Challenges: Cultural differences in prosodic expression; assessment requires nuanced observation.

Entrainment
Speech synchronization, auditory-motor coupling, therapy technique
The phenomenon where a speaker naturally aligns their speech rate and rhythm with a conversational
partner.
Example: Matching the therapist’s syllable rate during a reading task.
Practical application: Utilized in fluency shaping for stuttering.
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Challenges: Measuring entrainment objectively; individual variability.

Epileptiform Speech Disruption
Seizure‑related speech arrest, ictal language changes, neuro‑assessment
Transient speech disturbances occurring during epileptic seizures, ranging from brief pauses to complete
aphasia.
Example: A patient experiences brief loss of speech during a temporal lobe seizure.
Practical application: Incorporating EEG data into speech‑language evaluation for accurate diagnosis.
Challenges: Capturing events in clinical setting; distinguishing from functional disorders.

Etiology‑Based Assessment
Cause‑focused evaluation, medical history, risk factors
An assessment approach that emphasizes the underlying cause of a speech‑language disorder to inform
treatment.
Example: Identifying a perinatal hypoxic event as the etiology for dysarthria.
Practical application: Guides selection of appropriate intervention modalities (e.g., neuro‑rehabilitation vs.
articulation therapy).
Challenges: Requires interdisciplinary collaboration; incomplete medical records may hinder accuracy.

Evidence‑Based Practice (EBP)
Research integration, clinical expertise, client values
A systematic approach to clinical decision‑making that combines the best available research with
professional judgment and patient preferences.
Example: Choosing PROMPT therapy based on randomized controlled trials for childhood apraxia.
Practical application: Ensures high‑quality, accountable care.
Challenges: Keeping up‑to‑date with emerging literature; applying findings to diverse Indian populations.

Executive Function Screening
Attention, working memory, planning, language interaction
Assessments that evaluate higher‑order cognitive processes which influence language performance.
Example: Using the Wisconsin Card Sorting Test to gauge flexibility in language tasks.
Practical application: Identifying comorbid executive deficits in children with language disorder.
Challenges: Time constraints; overlap with language‑specific tasks.

Expanded Core Vocabulary (ECV)
High‑frequency words, language intervention, functional communication
A set of commonly used words that form the basis for early language development and are targeted in
therapy.
Example: Words like “eat,” “drink,” “mom,” “dad” in Hindi and English.
Practical application: Prioritizing these words improves functional communication rapidly.
Challenges: Selecting culturally relevant words; ensuring balance across languages.

Facial Nerve (VII) Assessment
Peripheral nerve function, facial expression, speech articulation
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Evaluation of the seventh cranial nerve’s motor function, including symmetry, strength, and coordination of
facial muscles.
Example: Observing ability to raise eyebrows and smile symmetrically.
Practical application: Detects facial palsy that may impact speech intelligibility.
Challenges: Differentiating central from peripheral lesions; subtle deficits may be missed.

Fast‑Mapping
Word learning, semantic acquisition, lexical development
The ability of children to form an initial association between a new word and its referent after minimal
exposure.
Example: A child learns the word “giraffe” after a single picture‑book exposure.
Practical application: Leveraging fast‑mapping in vocabulary enrichment programs.
Challenges: Retention over time; interference from similar sounding words.

Feeding‑Speech Interface
Oral motor coordination, swallow‑speech relationship, therapy integration
The interaction between feeding skills and speech production, especially relevant in infants with oral motor
deficits.
Example: A child who cannot coordinate sucking and speech articulation due to oral‑motor weakness.
Practical application: Coordinated therapy to address both feeding and speech outcomes.
Challenges: Scheduling across disciplines; monitoring for aspiration risk.

Filler Word Usage
Disfluency, pragmatic competence, conversational flow
The insertion of non‑lexical items such as “um,” “uh,” or “like” during speech, which can reflect planning
difficulty or social norms.
Example: Frequent “um” in a client’s narrative may indicate word‑finding struggles.
Practical application: Teaching strategies to reduce unnecessary fillers in fluent speech.
Challenges: Distinguishing pathological from culturally normative filler use.

Fluency Shaping
Stuttering treatment, speech modification, controlled breathing
A therapeutic approach that emphasizes smooth speech through techniques like gentle onset, continuous
phonation, and reduced speech rate.
Example: Using prolonged speech to decrease stuttering frequency.
Practical application: Effective for adults seeking rapid fluency improvements.
Challenges: Generalization to spontaneous speech; risk of over‑control.

Formant Analysis
Acoustic measurement, vowel quality, speech pathology
Examination of resonant frequencies (F1, F2, F3) that characterize vowel sounds, useful for diagnosing
articulatory and resonance disorders.
Example: A lowered F2 may indicate a front vowel shift.
Practical application: Provides objective data for tracking vowel production over therapy.

Read online: https://learnuni.com/glossaries/4739741/speech-and-
language-assessment

LearnUNI · 22 Jul 2026



G LO S S A RY

Challenges: Requires specialist software and training; sensitive to recording conditions.

Fundamental Frequency (F0) Variability
Pitch range, voice quality, prosodic assessment
The fluctuation of the lowest frequency of vocal fold vibration, reflecting emotional expression and vocal
control.
Example: Reduced F0 variability in monotone speech of a Parkinsonian patient.
Practical application: Targeted voice therapy to increase pitch flexibility.
Challenges: Differentiating pathological monotony from cultural speaking style.

Functional Communication Training (FCT)
Behavioral intervention, alternative communication, pragmatic goals
A strategy that replaces problem behaviors with appropriate communication methods, often using
augmentative systems.
Example: Teaching a child to request a break using a picture card instead of tantrums.
Practical application: Reduces maladaptive behaviors in children with severe communication delays.
Challenges: Consistency across caregivers; maintenance over time.

Gestural Bootstrapping
Non‑verbal cues, language acquisition, multimodal input
The use of hand gestures and visual context to support the learning of new words and grammatical
structures.
Example: Pointing to a ball while saying “ball” aids lexical mapping.
Practical application: Incorporating gesture in early intervention for children with limited auditory input.
Challenges: Ensuring gestures are culturally appropriate; measuring impact on language outcomes.

Global Language Assessment (GLA)
Comprehensive evaluation, multilingual proficiency, standardized battery
An instrument that assesses listening, speaking, reading, and writing across multiple languages, often used
in diverse Indian contexts.
Example: Administering the GLA in Hindi, English, and Tamil to a trilingual child.
Practical application: Provides a holistic view of language abilities for accurate diagnosis.
Challenges: Time‑intensive; need for normed data in each language.

Glossopharyngeal Reflex
Swallowing control, gag response, speech‑related musculature
A protective reflex involving the ninth cranial nerve that triggers gagging and pharyngeal contraction upon
stimulation of the posterior tongue.
Example: Elicited during oral motor examination to assess sensory integrity.
Practical application: Helps differentiate oral sensory deficits from motor problems.
Challenges: Variability in reflex strength among individuals; may be suppressed in certain neurological
conditions.

Grammatical Morphology
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Word formation, inflection, language structure
The study of how words change form to express tense, number, gender, case, etc.
Example: Adding “‑ed” for past tense in English or “‑ga” for future tense in Hindi.
Practical application: Targeted intervention to improve verb conjugation in children with specific language
impairment.
Challenges: Complex morphological systems in Indian languages; cross‑linguistic transfer effects.

Grounded Theory Coding
Qualitative analysis, data categorization, research methodology
A systematic approach to analyzing qualitative data by developing themes directly from the data rather
than imposing preconceived categories.
Example: Coding therapist notes to identify emerging patterns in client communication strategies.
Practical application: Generates culturally relevant assessment frameworks.
Challenges: Requires rigorous methodological training; time‑consuming.

Guttural Consonant Production
Pharyngeal articulation, speech sound inventory, articulation assessment
Sounds produced in the back of the oral cavity, such as the Hindi /ɦ/ or Arabic /ʕ/.
Example: Difficulty producing /ɦ/ may indicate velopharyngeal weakness.
Practical application: Specific articulation drills targeting posterior tongue placement.
Challenges: Limited exposure for clinicians unfamiliar with certain languages; requires precise auditory
discrimination.

Hand‑Mouth Coordination
Oral motor control, feeding skills, speech articulation
The synchronized movement of the hand and mouth during tasks like bottle feeding or utensil use,
reflecting integrated motor planning.
Example: A child unable to bring a spoon to the mouth without spilling.
Practical application: Incorporating fine motor activities into speech therapy for children with dyspraxia.
Challenges: Assessing coordination without confounding visual-motor factors.

Heterogeneous Language Sample
Mixed linguistic input, multilingual assessment, discourse analysis
A language sample that includes utterances in more than one language, reflecting the client’s natural
communication environment.
Example: A bilingual child’s narrative containing both Hindi and English sentences.
Practical application: Provides a realistic picture of functional communication across languages.
Challenges: Requires bilingual evaluators; coding complexity increases.

High‑Frequency Word (HFW) Therapy
Vocabulary prioritization, functional outcomes, early intervention
Therapeutic focus on words that occur most often in everyday speech, facilitating rapid communicative
gains.
Example: Teaching “eat,” “drink,” “more,” “stop” to a child with limited expressive language.
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Practical application: Enhances independence in daily routines.
Challenges: Selecting appropriate HFWs for diverse cultural contexts.

Holistic Communication Model
Integrated approach, multimodal expression, client‑centered care
A framework that considers speech, language, gestures, facial expressions, and assistive technologies as
interconnected components of communication.
Example: Combining sign language, speech, and picture exchange for a non‑verbal client.
Practical application: Guides comprehensive treatment planning.
Challenges: Coordinating multiple modalities; ensuring consistency across settings.

Home‑Based Teleassessment
Remote evaluation, digital platforms, caregiver involvement
Conducting speech‑language assessments through video conferencing within the client’s home
environment.
Example: Using a tablet to administer a receptive language task while observing the child’s natural
interaction with family.
Practical application: Increases reach to underserved rural regions.
Challenges: Internet bandwidth limitations; ensuring test security.

Hybrid Scoring System
Combined quantitative‑qualitative rating, assessment efficiency
A method that integrates numerical scores with descriptive judgments to capture nuanced performance.
Example: Scoring a narrative for both total number of utterances (quantitative) and coherence (qualitative).
Practical application: Provides richer data for individualized goal setting.
Challenges: Requires training to maintain scoring reliability.

Hypernasality Index
Resonance measurement, velopharyngeal insufficiency, acoustic analysis
A numeric value derived from nasalance scores that quantifies the degree of excessive nasal resonance.
Example: An index above 30% may indicate clinically significant hypernasality.
Practical application: Tracks progress of surgical or prosthetic interventions for cleft palate.
Challenges: Influenced by speech content; need for standardized stimuli.

Hypokinetic Dysarthria
Reduced movement, Parkinson’s disease, speech rate
A motor speech disorder marked by decreased range of motion, monopitch, and rapid speech rate.
Example: A patient with Parkinson’s disease exhibits slurred consonants and a breathy voice.
Practical application: Lee Silverman Voice Treatment (LSVT) to increase vocal intensity.
Challenges: Managing medication fluctuations; maintaining gains over time.

Idiomatic Expression Comprehension
Figurative language, cultural literacy, pragmatic assessment
Understanding of non‑literal phrases such as “break a leg” or regional idioms.
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Example: A client misinterprets “it’s raining cats and dogs.”
Practical application: Incorporating idiom training in pragmatic language therapy.
Challenges: Cultural specificity; risk of over‑generalization.

Imitation‑Based Intervention
Modeling, auditory‑motor integration, speech acquisition
Therapeutic technique where the client repeats a model utterance to develop accurate speech production.
Example: The therapist says “baba,” and the child repeats it, focusing on bilabial closure.
Practical application: Effective for early phonological development.
Challenges: Over‑reliance may limit spontaneous speech generation.

Impairment‑Specific Outcome Measures
Targeted assessment, functional change, therapy efficacy
Tools designed to evaluate changes directly related to the specific speech‑language impairment being
treated.
Example: Using the Apraxia of Speech Rating Scale (ASRS) to monitor motor planning improvements.
Practical application: Provides precise data for evidence‑based reporting.
Challenges: Limited availability for rare disorders; need for cultural adaptation.

Incidental Language Sample
Spontaneous speech, naturalistic data, discourse analysis
A recording of a client’s speech during everyday activities without prompting.
Example: Capturing a child’s conversation while playing with peers.
Practical application: Offers authentic insight into functional communication.
Challenges: May contain limited target structures; requires extensive transcription.

Inductive Reasoning in Language Tasks
Cognitive processing, problem‑solving, linguistic inference</i

Read online: https://learnuni.com/glossaries/4739741/speech-and-
language-assessment
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