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Law and Healthcare Policy

Bioethics and Public Health Law,

Abortion

Related terms: reproductive rights, fetal personhood, gestational limits. A legal termination of pregnancy,
regulated differently across jurisdictions. In some regions, statutes set specific gestational limits and require
counseling. Challenges include balancing maternal autonomy with state interests and navigating conflicting
ethical perspectives on fetal status.

Access to Care

Related terms: Health equity, insurance coverage, barriers to service. The ability of individuals to obtain
needed health services without undue delay, cost, or geographic obstruction. Policies such as Medicaid
expansion aim to improve access, yet disparities persist for rural and minority populations.

Advance Directive

Related terms: Living will, healthcare proxy, patient autonomy. A legal document allowing individuals to
specify medical treatment preferences and designate decision-makers should they become incapable of
consent. Effective implementation requires that providers honor directives, which can be hindered by
ambiguous language or institutional policies.

Allocation of Resources

Related terms: Triage, distributive justice, health economics. The process of distributing limited medical
supplies, personnel, or funding among competing needs. During pandemics, allocation frameworks may
prioritize based on survival probability, essential worker status, or equity considerations, raising ethical
debates about fairness.

Autonomy

Related terms: Informed consent, self-determination, paternalism. The right of patients to make decisions
about their own bodies and health care based on adequate information and free from coercion. Legal
protections require that consent be voluntary, informed, and comprehensible, yet cultural norms or power
imbalances can compromise true autonomy.

Beneficence

Related terms: Non-maleficence, clinical beneficence, therapeutic obligation. The ethical principle obligating
health professionals to act in the best interest of patients, promoting well-being and preventing harm. In
public health law, beneficence underlies preventive measures such as vaccination mandates, while also
demanding proportionality to avoid undue intrusion.

Bioethics

Related terms: Medical ethics, public health ethics, normative analysis. An interdisciplinary field examining
moral issues arising from advances in biology and medicine, including topics like genetic editing, organ
transplantation, and end-of-life care. It provides frameworks for policy development, balancing individual
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rights with collective welfare.

Biobanking

Related terms: Genetic data, informed consent, privacy safeguards. The collection, storage, and use of
biological specimens for research. Legal regimes require transparent consent processes, data
de-identification, and governance structures to protect donors while enabling scientific progress.

Biomedical Research Ethics

Related terms: Institutional Review Board (IRB), human subjects protection, clinical trials. Guidelines
governing the conduct of research involving people, ensuring respect, beneficence, and justice. Regulations
such as the Common Rule mandate risk assessment, independent review, and ongoing monitoring.

Child Welfare Services

Related terms: Mandatory reporting, best-interest standard, protective custody. Legal mechanisms designed
to protect children from abuse, neglect, or exploitation. Health professionals often serve as reporters, and
policies must balance family integrity with child safety.

Clinical Decision-Making

Related terms: Shared decision-making, evidence-based practice, risk communication. The process by which
clinicians integrate patient values, clinical evidence, and professional judgment to select treatment options.
Legal liability may arise if decisions disregard standard of care or fail to obtain proper consent.

Clinical Trials

Related terms: Phase I-1V, randomized controlled trial, adverse event reporting. Systematic investigations
testing new interventions in humans. Regulatory oversight ensures participant safety, scientific validity, and
ethical recruitment, while also addressing issues of equitable access to experimental therapies.

Confidentiality

Related terms: HIPAA, privacy breach, doctor-patient privilege. The duty to protect patient information from
unauthorized disclosure. Legal statutes impose penalties for violations, yet public health exceptions may
permit disclosure for disease surveillance.

Consent, Informed

Related terms: Capacity assessment, voluntary agreement, disclosure. A process whereby a patient receives
adequate information about risks, benefits, and alternatives, and then voluntarily agrees to a proposed
intervention. Valid consent requires competence, comprehension, and the absence of coercion.

Contraception Access

Related terms: Family planning, reproductive autonomy, insurance coverage mandates. Legal and policy
measures that facilitate the availability of birth control methods. Barriers such as cost, provider refusal, or
age restrictions can impede public health goals of reducing unintended pregnancies.

Covert Testing
Related terms: Public health surveillance, mandatory testing, privacy concerns. Testing individuals for
infectious diseases without explicit individual consent, often justified by community protection. Legal
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frameworks must balance epidemiologic benefit against individual rights to bodily integrity.

Cultural Competence

Related terms: Health disparities, patient-centered care, language access. The ability of health systems and
providers to deliver services that respect diverse cultural values and practices. Policies may require
interpreter services and culturally tailored health education to improve outcomes.

Data Sharing

Related terms: Interoperability, research databases, secondary use. The exchange of health information
across institutions for clinical, public health, or research purposes. Legal instruments such as data use
agreements define permissible scope, safeguards, and responsibilities.

Decisional Capacity

Related terms: Competency, mental status evaluation, surrogate decision-making. The mental ability of an
individual to understand relevant information, appreciate its significance, reason about options, and
communicate a choice. Determinations affect consent validity and may trigger appointment of guardians.

Deontology

Related terms: Duty-based ethics, Kantian ethics, moral obligations. An ethical theory emphasizing
adherence to moral rules or duties rather than outcomes. In health law, deontological arguments support
the inviolability of patient autonomy regardless of utilitarian benefits.

Disability Rights

Related terms: ADA, reasonable accommodation, accessibility. Legal protections ensuring that persons with
disabilities receive equal access to health services, information, and facilities. Challenges include ensuring
physical accessibility, communication aids, and non-discriminatory policies.

Disease Surveillance

Related terms: Notifiable diseases, public health reporting, epidemiologic monitoring. Systematic collection,
analysis, and dissemination of health data to detect and respond to disease outbreaks. Laws may require
providers to report specific conditions, sometimes overriding confidentiality.

Doctor-Patient Privilege

Related terms: Confidentiality, court testimony, protected communication. A legal doctrine that generally
bars forced disclosure of confidential communications between a patient and health professional.
Exceptions exist for public health investigations or when patient safety is at risk.

Duty to Warn

Related terms: Tarasoff principle, third-party risk, confidentiality breach. Obligation of health professionals
to disclose information when a patient poses a serious threat to identifiable individuals. Legal standards
vary, balancing patient privacy against preventive action.

Environmental Health Law
Related terms: Pollution control, toxic exposure, regulatory agencies. Legal frameworks governing
environmental factors that affect health, such as air quality standards, hazardous waste disposal, and water
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safety. Enforcement often involves collaboration between health and environmental agencies.

Epidemiology

Related terms: Incidence, prevalence, outbreak investigation. The study of disease distribution and
determinants in populations. Legal implications arise when epidemiologic data inform policy decisions, such
as quarantine orders or vaccination mandates.

Ethical Review Boards

Related terms: Institutional Review Board (IRB), research oversight, compliance. Committees responsible for
reviewing research protocols to ensure protection of human subjects. They assess risk-benefit ratios,
consent processes, and equitable participant selection.

Eugenics

Related terms: Genetic selection, reproductive coercion, historical abuses. A discredited movement
advocating for the improvement of human populations through selective breeding or genetic manipulation.
Modern bioethics rejects eugenic policies and emphasizes respect for individual reproductive choices.

Ex-Post Facto Laws

Related terms: Retroactive legislation, constitutional prohibition, legal certainty. Statutes that criminalize
conduct after it occurred, generally prohibited in democratic legal systems. In health law, this principle
protects patients and providers from retroactive liability.

Export Control of Biological Materials

Related terms: Dual-use research, bioterrorism prevention, international treaties. Regulations governing the
transfer of pathogens, toxins, or related technology across borders. Compliance requires licensing and risk
assessments to prevent misuse.

Family Planning

Related terms: Reproductive health, contraceptive services, counseling. Programs and policies that enable
individuals to decide the number and timing of children. Legal barriers such as funding restrictions can limit
access, affecting maternal and child health outcomes.

Fetal Rights

Related terms: Personhood, prenatal protection, abortion law. Legal arguments asserting that fetuses
possess certain rights, often invoked in debates over abortion, prenatal testing, and maternal behavior
regulations. Balancing fetal interests with maternal autonomy remains contentious.

Genetic Counseling

Related terms: Hereditary testing, risk communication, informed consent. Professional guidance provided to
individuals or families about genetic risks, testing options, and implications. Legal standards require that
counseling be non-directive and respect client autonomy.

Genetic Discrimination
Related terms: GINA, employment bias, insurance underwriting. Unfair treatment of individuals based on
genetic information. Laws such as the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act prohibit use of genetic
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data in employment and health insurance decisions.

Genetic Editing

Related terms: CRISPR, germline modification, regulatory oversight. Techniques that alter DNA sequences,
potentially preventing disease. Ethical and legal frameworks grapple with safety, consent, and the societal
impact of heritable changes.

Health Impact Assessment (HIA)

Related terms: Policy analysis, population health, stakeholder engagement. A systematic process to evaluate
the potential health effects of a policy, program, or project before implementation. HIA informs
decision-makers about equity and unintended consequences.

Health Literacy

Related terms: Patient education, communication clarity, shared decision-making. The capacity of
individuals to obtain, process, and understand basic health information needed to make appropriate
decisions. Low health literacy contributes to disparities and can affect consent validity.

Health Privacy

Related terms: HIPAA, data protection, confidentiality. Legal rights protecting personal health information
from unauthorized use. Regulations establish standards for data handling, breach notification, and patient
access to records.

Health Policy

Related terms: Legislation, regulatory framework, implementation. The set of decisions, plans, and actions
undertaken to achieve specific health care goals within a society. Policy analysis incorporates ethical
considerations, cost-effectiveness, and stakeholder perspectives.

Human Rights in Health

Related terms: Right to health, non-discrimination, international law. The recognition that access to health
services and underlying determinants are fundamental human rights. Legal instruments such as the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights obligate states to progressively realize these
rights.

Informed Refusal

Related terms: Patient autonomy, declination of treatment, documentation. The act of a competent patient
declining a recommended medical intervention after receiving adequate information. Health providers must
respect refusal while ensuring the patient understands potential consequences.

Infectious Disease Control

Related terms: Quarantine, isolation, contact tracing. Legal measures designed to limit the spread of
transmissible illnesses. Authorities may impose travel restrictions, mandatory testing, or vaccination
requirements, raising tension between public safety and individual liberty.

Institutional Review Board (IRB)
Related terms: Ethical oversight, research compliance, review process. A committee that evaluates research
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proposals involving human subjects to ensure ethical standards are met. IRBs assess risk, benefit, consent
procedures, and participant selection.

Intellectual Property in Biomedicine

Related terms: Patents, drug exclusivity, technology transfer. Legal rights granting inventors exclusive
control over inventions, including pharmaceuticals and diagnostic tools. Balancing innovation incentives
with access to essential medicines poses ethical challenges.

International Health Regulations (IHR)

Related terms: WHO, global surveillance, emergency response. A legally binding framework for the
international community to prevent and respond to the spread of disease. Member states must develop
capacities for detection, reporting, and containment.

Judicial Review of Health Policies

Related terms: Constitutional challenge, administrative law, standards of review. Court assessment of the
legality and constitutionality of health-related statutes or regulations. Courts may evaluate whether policies
meet procedural fairness, rational basis, or strict scrutiny standards.

Legal Capacity

Related terms: Competence, decision-making authority, guardianship. The ability of an individual to hold
rights and duties and to act upon them. In health contexts, lack of legal capacity may trigger appointment
of a surrogate decision-maker.

Medical Marijuana

Related terms: Cannabis regulation, therapeutic use, scheduling. Legal frameworks governing the
prescription and distribution of marijuana for medical purposes. Varying state and federal laws create
complexities in prescribing, research, and patient access.

Medical Negligence
Related terms: Malpractice, duty of care, breach. Failure of a health professional to meet the standard of
care, resulting in patient injury. Legal liability requires proof of duty, breach, causation, and damages.

Medical Screening

Related terms: Early detection, population health, false positives. Systematic testing of asymptomatic
individuals to identify disease risk. Ethical considerations include informed consent, potential anxiety, and
the balance of benefits versus harms.

Minor Consent

Related terms: Emancipated minor, confidential services, age of consent. Legal provisions allowing
individuals below the age of majority to consent to certain health services, such as reproductive care or
mental health treatment, without parental approval. Policies aim to improve access while respecting family
involvement.

Minority Health Disparities
Related terms: Health equity, social determinants, culturally tailored interventions. Differences in health
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outcomes and access to care experienced by racial, ethnic, or sexual minority groups. Legal strategies
include anti-discrimination statutes, targeted funding, and community engagement.

Model Law

Related terms: Legislative template, policy diffusion, best practice. A standardized legal text designed to be
adapted by jurisdictions to address emerging health issues, such as pandemic response or organ donation.
Adoption promotes consistency while allowing local customization.

Moral Distress

Related terms: Ethical conflict, professional burnout, care dilemmas. Psychological discomfort experienced
when clinicians are constrained from acting according to their ethical judgments, often due to institutional
policies or legal restrictions.

National Bioethics Committee

Related terms: Advisory body, policy guidance, multidisciplinary. A governmental panel providing ethical
analysis and recommendations on complex biomedical issues. Its advice may shape legislation, research
funding, and clinical guidelines.

Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs)

Related terms: Chronic disease, prevention strategies, health promotion. Conditions such as cardiovascular
disease, diabetes, and cancer that are not transmissible. Legal interventions include taxation of harmful
products, labeling requirements, and regulation of marketing.

Obligation to Treat

Related terms: Duty of care, emergency response, professional ethics. Legal and ethical expectation that
health professionals provide care during emergencies, even at personal risk. In pandemics, statutes may
mandate service, balanced against occupational safety provisions.

Organ Donation

Related terms: Transplantation, opt-out system, consent hierarchy. Legal mechanisms governing the
procurement and allocation of organs for transplant. Policies range from explicit consent (opt-in) to
presumed consent (opt-out), each with different ethical and practical implications.

Patient Advocacy

Related terms: Rights navigation, empowerment, support services. Activities aimed at ensuring patients’
preferences and rights are respected within the health system. Legal frameworks may protect advocates
from retaliation and define their scope.

Patient Safety

Related terms: Adverse events, quality improvement, reporting systems. Efforts to prevent harm to patients
during health care delivery. Laws may require disclosure of errors, establishment of safety committees, and
implementation of evidence-based protocols.

Patient-Centered Care
Related terms: Shared decision-making, holistic approach, respect for preferences. Health care model that
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prioritizes patients’ values, needs, and experiences. Legal standards for informed consent and privacy
support this model.

Pharmacovigilance

Related terms: Drug safety monitoring, adverse reaction reporting, regulatory oversight. Systematic
collection and analysis of information on medication side effects. Legal obligations require manufacturers
and health professionals to report serious adverse events.

Population Health Management

Related terms: Risk stratification, preventive services, data analytics. Approach that focuses on health
outcomes of groups rather than individuals, using interventions such as screenings, chronic disease
programs, and health education. Policy may incentivize providers through value-based payment models.

Precision Medicine

Related terms: Genomics, individualized therapy, data privacy. Tailoring medical treatment to the genetic,
environmental, and lifestyle characteristics of each patient. Legal considerations include consent for genetic
testing, data security, and equitable access.

Pre-implantation Genetic Diagnosis (PGD)

Related terms: IVF, embryo selection, ethical oversight. Technique used to test embryos for genetic
conditions before implantation. Regulations often restrict use to serious conditions, balancing reproductive
autonomy with concerns about “designer babies.”

Privacy by Design

Related terms: Data protection, proactive safeguards, compliance. Design principle that incorporates privacy
considerations into the development of health information systems from the outset, reducing risk of
breaches and aligning with legal standards.

Public Health Emergency

Related terms: Pandemic declaration, emergency powers, resource allocation. A situation in which the health
of the public is threatened, prompting activation of special legal authorities for measures such as
quarantine, travel bans, and expedited vaccine approval.

Public Health Ethics
Related terms: Utilitarianism, collective welfare, moral justification. Field examining moral principles guiding
population-level health interventions, often weighing individual liberties against societal benefits.

Quarantine

Related terms: Isolation, restrictive orders, legal authority. Legal restriction limiting the movement of
individuals who may have been exposed to a communicable disease, aimed at preventing spread. Must be
based on scientific evidence and respect due process.

Reproductive Justice
Related terms: Bodily autonomy, social determinants, equity. Framework that expands reproductive rights to
include the right to have children, not have children, and parent children in safe environments. Legal
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policies address access to contraception, abortion, and prenatal care.

Research Ethics

Related terms: Belmont principles, human subjects, oversight. Set of moral guidelines governing the
conduct of scientific studies involving people, emphasizing respect, beneficence, and justice. Institutional
mechanisms enforce compliance.

Right to Health

Related terms: Universal health coverage, state obligations, international law. Legal entitlement of
individuals to attain the highest possible standard of physical and mental health, including access to timely,
acceptable, and affordable health care.

Rural Health Disparities

Related terms: Provider shortage, telemedicine, infrastructure gaps. Challenges faced by populations in
remote areas, such as limited facility access and longer emergency response times. Policy solutions include
loan repayment programs and broadband expansion.

Safety Net Hospitals

Related terms: Medicaid, uncompensated care, public funding. Hospitals that provide a disproportionate
share of care to low-income, uninsured, or vulnerable patients. Legal and financial pressures affect their
ability to deliver services.

Secondary Use of Health Data

Related terms: Research, de-identification, consent models. Utilization of health information collected for
clinical care in research, quality improvement, or public health activities. Legal frameworks require
safeguards to protect privacy and may permit opt-out mechanisms.

Self-Determination Theory

Related terms: Autonomy, motivation, health behavior. Psychological theory positing that autonomy,
competence, and relatedness drive human behavior. In health policy, fostering autonomy can improve
adherence to preventive measures.

Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights

Related terms: Family planning, gender equality, legal protection. Rights encompassing access to
contraception, safe abortion, and comprehensive sexual education. Laws vary widely, influencing health
outcomes and gender equity.

Social Determinants of Health

Related terms: Housing, education, income inequality. Non-medical factors that influence health status, such
as socioeconomic status, environment, and social support. Policy interventions may address these
determinants through cross-sector collaboration.

State of Emergency
Related terms: Emergency powers, public health authority, legal thresholds. Formal declaration granting
governments expanded authority to address crises, including the ability to suspend certain rights for
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protective measures.

Surveillance Ethics
Related terms: Privacy, public good, data collection. Moral considerations surrounding the monitoring of
populations for health threats, balancing individual privacy with collective safety.

Telehealth Regulation

Related terms: Licensure, cross-state practice, reimbursement. Legal rules governing the delivery of health
services via digital platforms, addressing issues of patient confidentiality, informed consent, and interstate
provider licensing.

Testimonial Evidence in Health Cases
Related terms: Expert witness, clinician testimony, admissibility. Use of statements from health professionals
in legal proceedings. Standards require relevance, reliability, and qualifications of the witness.

Therapeutic Misconception

Related terms: Research participation, informed consent, misunderstanding. When participants mistakenly
believe that clinical research is intended primarily for therapeutic benefit, potentially compromising the
validity of consent.

Trauma-Informed Care
Related terms: Adverse childhood experiences, patient safety, cultural sensitivity. Approach that recognizes
the impact of trauma on health and integrates this awareness into policies, training, and service delivery.

Vaccination Mandates

Related terms: School entry requirements, public health law, exemptions. Legal requirements for individuals
to receive certain immunizations, often tied to school attendance or employment. Policies must balance
public health benefits with individual liberty and religious or philosophical objections.

Vaccine Injury Compensation

Related terms: No-fault program, liability shield, reparations. Systems that provide compensation to
individuals harmed by vaccines, reducing litigation against manufacturers and encouraging vaccine
development.

Vulnerable Populations

Related terms: Ethics of inclusion, special protections, research safeqguards. Groups such as children,
prisoners, or cognitively impaired individuals who may require additional legal protections in health care
and research contexts.

Waiver of Consent

Related terms: Emergency research, exception from informed consent, regulatory approval. Legal provision
allowing research to proceed without prior consent under specific circumstances, such as life-threatening
emergencies where consent is not feasible.

Workplace Health and Safety
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Related terms: Occupational health, OSHA, employer liability. Legal standards ensuring that employers
provide safe working conditions, including protection from infectious disease exposure, ergonomic hazards,
and chemical risks.

Wrongful Death Litigation

Related terms: Medical malpractice, survivor claims, damages. Legal action brought by the decedent'’s
relatives alleging that negligence caused the death. In health contexts, claims may involve surgical errors,
medication errors, or failure to diagnose.

Read online: https://learnuni.com/glossaries/5221097/bioethics-and- LearnUNI - 22 Aug 2026
public-health-law



