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Geopolitical Risk Analysis

Acquisition refers to the act of obtaining or gaining control of something, such as a company, asset, or
territory, and is often relevant in geopolitical risk analysis as it can impact the balance of power and
influence in a region. Related terms include merger, takeover, and consolidation. In the context of
geopolitics, acquisition can be a tool used by nations to expand their influence and control over strategic
resources or territories. For example, a country may acquire a company that owns a significant portion of a
strategic resource, such as oil or rare earth minerals, in order to secure access to that resource and gain a
competitive advantage.

Asymmetric Warfare is a type of conflict where one side has a significant advantage in terms of military
power, technology, or resources, and the other side uses unconventional tactics, such as guerrilla warfare or
terrorism, to counter that advantage. Related terms include insurgency, counterinsurgency, and
unconventional warfare. Asymmetric warfare is often used by non-state actors, such as terrorist groups or
insurgent movements, to challenge the authority of a more powerful state or military force. For example, in
the context of the war in Afghanistan, the Taliban used asymmetric warfare tactics, such as ambushes and
roadside bombings, to counter the conventional military power of the United States and its allies.

Balance of Power refers to the distribution of power and influence among nations or other actors in a
region or the world, and is a key concept in geopolitical risk analysis. Related terms include hegemony,
multipolarity, and bipolarity. The balance of power can be influenced by a variety of factors, including
military power, economic strength, and diplomatic influence. For example, the balance of power in Europe
during the Cold War was characterized by a bipolar distribution of power, with the United States and the
Soviet Union serving as the two dominant powers. In contrast, the balance of power in Asia today is
characterized by a multipolar distribution of power, with several nations, including China, Japan, and India,
vying for influence and control.

Cold War refers to the period of political and military tension between the United States and the Soviet
Union from the end of World War II until the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. Related terms include
detente, containment, and proxy war. The Cold War was characterized by a series of proxy wars and
competitions for influence in various regions of the world, including Europe, Asia, and Latin America. For
example, the United States and the Soviet Union supported opposing sides in the Korean War and the
Vietnam War, and engaged in a series of diplomatic and economic competitions, including the space race
and the arms race.

Diplomacy refers to the practice of conducting negotiations and international relations between nations or
other actors, and is a key tool in geopolitical risk analysis. Related terms include statecraft, international
relations, and foreign policy. Diplomacy can take many forms, including bilateral negotiations, multilateral
negotiations, and public diplomacy. For example, the Camp David Accords, which were negotiated between
Israel and Egypt in 1978, are an example of successful diplomacy, as they led to a lasting peace between the
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two nations.

Economic Sanctions refer to the use of economic measures, such as trade restrictions or freezes on financial
assets, to influence the behavior of a nation or other actor. Related terms include embargo, boycott, and
divestment. Economic sanctions can be used to punish a nation for its actions, or to encourage it to change
its behavior. For example, the United States has imposed economic sanctions on Iran in an effort to prevent
it from developing nuclear weapons.

Energy Security refers to the ability of a nation or other actor to secure access to energy resources, such as
oil, natural gas, and nuclear power, and is a key concern in geopolitical risk analysis. Related terms include
energy independence, energy dependence, and energy diplomacy. Energy security can be influenced by a
variety of factors, including the availability of energy resources, the stability of energy markets, and the
security of energy infrastructure. For example, the United States has sought to improve its energy security
by increasing its production of domestic energy resources, such as shale oil and natural gas.

Foreign Policy refers to the set of principles and strategies that guide a nation's interactions with other
nations and actors in the world, and is a key concept in geopolitical risk analysis. Related terms include
international relations, diplomacy, and statecraft. Foreign policy can be influenced by a variety of factors,
including a nation's geopolitical position, its economic and military strength, and its cultural and historical
ties to other nations. For example, the foreign policy of the United States has been shaped by its position as
a global superpower, its commitment to democracy and human rights, and its historical ties to Europe and
other regions.

Geopolitics refers to the study of the relationship between geography and politics, and is a key concept in
geopolitical risk analysis. Related terms include geostrategy, geopolitics, and international relations.
Geopolitics can be used to analyze the geographical factors that influence the behavior of nations and other
actors, such as the location of natural resources, the stability of borders, and the security of sea lanes. For
example, the geopolitics of the Middle East are shaped by the region's strategic location, its rich oil and gas
resources, and its complex system of alliances and rivalries.

Global Governance refers to the system of institutions and processes that regulate and manage global
issues, such as trade, security, and the environment, and is a key concept in geopolitical risk analysis.
Related terms include international institutions, global order, and world government. Global governance can
be influenced by a variety of factors, including the power and influence of nations, the role of international
institutions, and the needs and interests of different groups and stakeholders. For example, the World Trade
Organization (WTO) is a key institution of global governance, as it regulates international trade and
provides a framework for resolving trade disputes.

Human Rights refer to the basic rights and freedoms that are inherent to all human beings, such as the right
to life, liberty, and security of person, and are a key concern in geopolitical risk analysis. Related terms
include human dignity, human security, and international humanitarian law. Human rights can be influenced
by a variety of factors, including the policies and practices of nations, the actions of non-state actors, and
the effectiveness of international institutions. For example, the human rights situation in China has been a
subject of concern, as the government has been accused of suppressing dissent and restricting the
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freedoms of its citizens.

Intelligence refers to the gathering and analysis of information about the capabilities, intentions, and
activities of other nations or actors, and is a key tool in geopolitical risk analysis. Related terms include
espionage, surveillance, and counterintelligence. Intelligence can be used to inform policy decisions,
anticipate potential threats, and prepare for military or other operations. For example, the United States has
used intelligence to monitor the activities of terrorist groups, such as al-Qaeda and the Islamic State, and to
anticipate potential attacks.

International Law refers to the body of rules and principles that govern the behavior of nations and other
actors in the international system, and is a key concept in geopolitical risk analysis. Related terms include
international treaty, international convention, and customary international law. International law can be
used to regulate issues such as trade, security, and the environment, and to provide a framework for
resolving disputes and promoting cooperation. For example, the Geneva Conventions are a key part of
international law, as they regulate the conduct of war and the treatment of prisoners of war.

Maritime Security refers to the protection of ships and sea lanes from threats such as piracy, terrorism, and
military attack, and is a key concern in geopolitical risk analysis. Related terms include naval power, sea
power, and maritime trade. Maritime security can be influenced by a variety of factors, including the stability
of regions, the effectiveness of naval forces, and the security of ports and shipping infrastructure. For
example, the Strait of Malacca is a critical sea lane that connects the Indian Ocean to the South China Sea,
and its security is a key concern for nations such as the United States, China, and India.

National Security refers to the protection of a nation's interests and values from external threats, such as
military attack, terrorism, or cyber attack, and is a key concept in geopolitical risk analysis. Related terms
include defense, security, and foreign policy. National security can be influenced by a variety of factors,
including a nation's military strength, its diplomatic relationships, and its economic and technological
capabilities. For example, the national security of the United States is influenced by its position as a global
superpower, its commitment to democracy and human rights, and its historical ties to Europe and other
regions.

Nuclear Proliferation refers to the spread of nuclear weapons to more nations or actors, and is a key
concern in geopolitical risk analysis. Related terms include nuclear disarmament, nuclear nonproliferation,
and nuclear deterrence. Nuclear proliferation can be influenced by a variety of factors, including the policies
and actions of nations, the effectiveness of international institutions, and the availability of nuclear
technology and materials. For example, the nuclear program of North Korea has been a subject of concern,
as the country has developed nuclear weapons and ballistic missiles in defiance of international sanctions
and diplomatic pressure.

Proxy War refers to a conflict in which one or more nations or actors support opposing sides, often through
the provision of military aid, training, or financial support, and is a key concept in geopolitical risk analysis.
Related terms include civil war, insurgency, and foreign intervention. Proxy wars can be used to advance the
interests of nations or actors, to undermine the authority of opposing nations or actors, or to promote
regional stability and security. For example, the Syrian Civil War has been characterized by a proxy war
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between the United States and Russia, with the United States supporting opposition groups and Russia
supporting the government of Bashar al-Assad.

Regional Security refers to the stability and security of a particular region, such as Europe, Asia, or the
Middle East, and is a key concern in geopolitical risk analysis. Related terms include regional order, regional
stability, and regional cooperation. Regional security can be influenced by a variety of factors, including the
policies and actions of nations, the effectiveness of regional institutions, and the presence of external
threats or influences. For example, the regional security of East Asia is influenced by the rise of China, the
policies of the United States, and the stability of the Korean Peninsula.

Soft Power refers to the ability of a nation or actor to influence the behavior of others through non-coercive
means, such as cultural exchange, diplomacy, and economic aid, and is a key concept in geopolitical risk
analysis. Related terms include hard power, smart power, and public diplomacy. Soft power can be used to
promote the interests and values of a nation or actor, to build relationships and alliances, and to resolve
conflicts and promote cooperation. For example, the soft power of the United States has been used to
promote democracy and human rights, to support economic development and trade, and to counter the
influence of other nations and actors.

Statecraft refers to the art and practice of governing and managing the affairs of a nation or other actor,
and is a key concept in geopolitical risk analysis. Related terms include diplomacy, foreign policy, and
international relations. Statecraft can be used to promote the interests and values of a nation or actor, to
build relationships and alliances, and to resolve conflicts and promote cooperation. For example, the
statecraft of China has been used to promote its economic and strategic interests, to build relationships
with other nations and actors, and to counter the influence of the United States and other rivals.

Terrorism refers to the use of violence or intimidation to achieve political or ideological goals, and is a key
concern in geopolitical risk analysis. Related terms include counterterrorism, terrorism financing, and
radicalization. Terrorism can be used by nations or actors to advance their interests, to undermine the
authority of opposing nations or actors, or to promote regional instability and insecurity. For example, the
terrorist group al-Qaeda has been used to attack the United States and its allies, to promote its ideological
goals, and to undermine the stability of the Middle East and other regions.

Trade Policy refers to the set of rules and principles that govern a nation's trade relationships with other
nations and actors, and is a key concept in geopolitical risk analysis. Related terms include trade agreement,
trade negotiation, and trade dispute. Trade policy can be influenced by a variety of factors, including a
nation's economic interests, its diplomatic relationships, and its strategic goals. For example, the trade
policy of the United States has been used to promote its economic interests, to build relationships with
other nations and actors, and to counter the influence of other nations and actors.

Unconventional Warfare refers to the use of non-traditional tactics and techniques to achieve military or
strategic goals, and is a key concept in geopolitical risk analysis. Related terms include asymmetric warfare,
counterinsurgency, and special operations. Unconventional warfare can be used by nations or actors to
advance their interests, to undermine the authority of opposing nations or actors, or to promote regional
instability and insecurity. For example, the use of drones and cyber attacks by the United States has been
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characterized as unconventional warfare, as it involves the use of non-traditional tactics and techniques to
achieve strategic goals.

Warfare refers to the use of force or violence to achieve military or strategic goals, and is a key concept in
geopolitical risk analysis. Related terms include combat, battle, and military operation. Warfare can be used
by nations or actors to advance their interests, to undermine the authority of opposing nations or actors, or
to promote regional instability and insecurity. For example, the war in Afghanistan has been characterized
by a combination of conventional and unconventional warfare, as the United States and its allies have used
a range of tactics and techniques to counter the Taliban and other insurgent groups.

Read online: https://learnuni.com/glossaries/5386315/geopolitical-
risk-analysis

LearnUNI · 22 Jul 2026


