
G LO S S A RY
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Ethics in Legal Research

Abstract of Title: this term refers to a brief summary of the history of ownership of a particular property,
including all transfers and conveyances of the property. Related terms include chain of title, title search, and
encumbrance. In the context of legal research, an abstract of title is an essential document that provides a
concise overview of the property's ownership history, helping researchers to identify potential issues or
disputes related to the property's title.

Access to Justice: this concept refers to the ability of individuals to access the court system and receive a fair
and impartial hearing. Related terms include legal aid, pro bono services, and alternative dispute resolution.
In the context of legal research, access to justice is a critical issue that affects the effectiveness of the legal
system in providing remedies and redress to individuals.

Administrative Regulation: this term refers to a rule or regulation issued by a government agency or
department to implement or enforce a particular law or policy. Related terms include administrative law,
regulatory agency, and rulemaking. In the context of legal research, administrative regulations are an
essential source of law that can have a significant impact on individuals and organizations.

Alternative Dispute Resolution: this term refers to a process or method of resolving disputes outside of the
court system, such as mediation, arbitration, or negotiation. Related terms include dispute resolution,
conflict resolution, and settlement. In the context of legal research, alternative dispute resolution is an
important concept that can help to reduce the cost and time associated with litigation.

Appellate Court: this term refers to a court that has the authority to review and decide appeals from lower
courts. Related terms include appeal, appellant, and appellee. In the context of legal research, appellate
courts play a crucial role in interpreting the law and resolving disputes between parties.

Attorney-Client Privilege: this term refers to the confidential relationship between an attorney and their
client, which protects communications between them from disclosure. Related terms include confidentiality,
privilege, and waiver. In the context of legal research, attorney-client privilege is an important concept that
helps to maintain the integrity of the attorney-client relationship.

Bankruptcy Code: this term refers to the federal law that governs bankruptcy proceedings in the United
States. Related terms include bankruptcy, insolvency, and reorganization. In the context of legal research,
the Bankruptcy Code is a complex and technical area of law that requires specialized knowledge and
expertise.

Brief: this term refers to a written document that is submitted to a court in support of a motion or appeal.
Related terms include memorandum, argument, and appendix. In the context of legal research, a brief is an
essential tool for advocates to present their case and persuade the court.

Case Law: this term refers to the body of law that is based on judicial decisions and precedents. Related
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terms include common law, precedent, and stare decisis. In the context of legal research, case law is a
primary source of law that helps to interpret and apply the law to specific facts and circumstances.

Civil Law: this term refers to the body of law that governs civil matters, such as contracts, torts, and property
disputes. Related terms include civil procedure, litigation, and dispute resolution. In the context of legal
research, civil law is a broad and complex area of law that requires specialized knowledge and expertise.

Code of Ethics: this term refers to a set of rules or principles that govern the behavior of professionals, such
as attorneys or judges. Related terms include professional responsibility, ethics, and conduct. In the context
of legal research, a code of ethics is an essential tool for guiding the behavior of legal professionals and
promoting integrity and trust in the legal system.

Common Law: this term refers to the body of law that is based on custom and tradition, rather than on
statutes or regulations. Related terms include case law, precedent, and stare decisis. In the context of legal
research, common law is a primary source of law that helps to interpret and apply the law to specific facts
and circumstances.

Constitutional Law: this term refers to the body of law that governs the interpretation and application of a
country's constitution. Related terms include constitutional rights, due process, and equal protection. In the
context of legal research, constitutional law is a complex and technical area of law that requires specialized
knowledge and expertise.

Contract Law: this term refers to the body of law that governs contracts and agreements between parties.
Related terms include contract formation, breach, and remedies. In the context of legal research, contract
law is a broad and complex area of law that requires specialized knowledge and expertise.

Copyright Law: this term refers to the body of law that governs the protection of intellectual property, such
as literary and artistic works. Related terms include copyright infringement, plagiarism, and fair use. In the
context of legal research, copyright law is a complex and technical area of law that requires specialized
knowledge and expertise.

Court: this term refers to a tribunal or forum where disputes are resolved and justice is administered.
Related terms include court system, judge, and jurisdiction. In the context of legal research, the court is a
central institution in the administration of justice and the resolution of disputes.

Criminal Law: this term refers to the body of law that governs crimes and penalties for offenses against the
state or society. Related terms include criminal procedure, prosecution, and defense. In the context of legal
research, criminal law is a broad and complex area of law that requires specialized knowledge and expertise.

Damages: this term refers to monetary compensation awarded to a party for losses or injuries suffered.
Related terms include compensatory damages, punitive damages, and nominal damages. In the context of
legal research, damages are an important concept in tort law and contract law, and are used to compensate
parties for losses or injuries suffered.

Deed: this term refers to a written document that transfers ownership of a property from one party to
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another. Related terms include title, conveyance, and encumbrance. In the context of legal research, a deed
is an essential document in real estate law, and is used to transfer ownership of properties and to create
interests in properties.

Discovery: this term refers to the process of obtaining and exchanging information and evidence between
parties in a lawsuit. Related terms include interrogatories, depositions, and requests for production. In the
context of legal research, discovery is an important concept in civil procedure, and is used to gather
evidence and to prepare for trial.

Due Process: this term refers to the principle that individuals have the right to fair and impartial treatment
under the law. Related terms include due process clause, procedural due process, and substantive due
process. In the context of legal research, due process is a fundamental concept in constitutional law, and is
used to protect the rights of individuals and to ensure that the government acts in a fair and just manner.

Electronic Discovery: this term refers to the process of obtaining and exchanging electronic information and
data between parties in a lawsuit. Related terms include e-discovery, digital evidence, and computer
forensics. In the context of legal research, electronic discovery is an important concept in civil procedure,
and is used to gather evidence and to prepare for trial.

Evidence: this term refers to information or documents that are presented in a court to prove or disprove a
fact or claim. Related terms include testimonial evidence, physical evidence, and circumstantial evidence. In
the context of legal research, evidence is a critical concept in litigation, and is used to prove or disprove
facts and claims in a court of law.

Expert Witness: this term refers to a person who has specialized knowledge or expertise in a particular field
and is called to testify in a court of law. Related terms include expert testimony, opinion evidence, and
qualification. In the context of legal research, an expert witness is an important concept in litigation, and is
used to provide expert opinion and to assist the court in understanding complex issues and facts.

Federal Law: this term refers to the body of law that is enacted by the federal government and applies to all
states and territories. Related terms include federal statute, regulation, and constitution. In the context of
legal research, federal law is a primary source of law that governs a wide range of areas, including
commerce, labor, and environmental law.

Hearsay: this term refers to testimony or statements that are based on hearsay evidence, which is not
admissible in a court of law. Related terms include hearsay rule, exception, and exclusion. In the context of
legal research, hearsay is an important concept in evidence law, and is used to exclude unreliable or hearsay
evidence from a court of law.

Intellectual Property: this term refers to the body of law that protects creative works, such as literary and
artistic works, inventions, and trade secrets. Related terms include copyright, patent, and trademark. In the
context of legal research, intellectual property is a complex and technical area of law that requires
specialized knowledge and expertise.

International Law: this term refers to the body of law that governs the relationships between nations and
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states. Related terms include public international law, private international law, and human rights law. In the
context of legal research, international law is a broad and complex area of law that requires specialized
knowledge and expertise.

Judge: this term refers to a person who is appointed or elected to preside over a court and to interpret and
apply the law. Related terms include judicial officer, magistrate, and justice. In the context of legal research,
a judge is a central figure in the administration of justice and the resolution of disputes.

Jury: this term refers to a group of citizens who are sworn to hear evidence and to decide the facts in a
court case. Related terms include trial by jury, verdict, and deliberation. In the context of legal research, a
jury is an important concept in civil and criminal procedure, and is used to decide the facts in a court case.

Law Review: this term refers to a publication that features articles, essays, and comments on legal topics and
issues. Related terms include legal journal, law journal, and scholarly article. In the context of legal research,
a law review is an important resource for scholars and practitioners to stay up-to-date on current
developments in the law.

Legal Research: this term refers to the process of finding and analyzing information and sources to support
a legal argument or position. Related terms include legal writing, research skills, and information literacy. In
the context of legal research, legal research is a critical skill for lawyers, judges, and law students, and is
used to find and analyze information and sources to support a legal argument or position.

Litigation: this term refers to the process of resolving a dispute through the court system. Related terms
include lawsuit, trial, and appeal. In the context of legal research, litigation is a complex and technical area
of law that requires specialized knowledge and expertise.

Mediation: this term refers to a process of resolving a dispute through the assistance of a neutral third
party. Related terms include alternative dispute resolution, arbitration, and negotiation. In the context of
legal research, mediation is an important concept in dispute resolution, and is used to resolve disputes in a
fair and efficient manner.

Moot Court: this term refers to a simulated court proceeding that is used to teach and train law students.
Related terms include mock trial, appellate advocacy, and oral argument. In the context of legal research, a
moot court is an important tool for developing advocacy skills and preparing for real-world practice.

Opinion: this term refers to a written document that expresses the views or interpretation of a judge or
attorney on a particular issue or case. Related terms include judicial opinion, attorney general opinion, and
expert opinion. In the context of legal research, an opinion is an important concept in legal writing and
advocacy, and is used to express the views or interpretation of a judge or attorney on a particular issue or
case.

Patent Law: this term refers to the body of law that protects inventions and innovations by granting
exclusive rights to inventors and owners. Related terms include patent application, patent prosecution, and
patent infringement. In the context of legal research, patent law is a complex and technical area of law that
requires specialized knowledge and expertise.
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Plaintiff: this term refers to the party that brings a lawsuit or action against another party. Related terms
include defendant, complaint, and claim. In the context of legal research, a plaintiff is an important concept
in civil procedure, and is used to identify the party that initiates a lawsuit or action.

Pleadings: this term refers to the written documents that are filed with the court to initiate or respond to a
lawsuit. Related terms include complaint, answer, and reply. In the context of legal research, pleadings are
an important concept in civil procedure, and are used to frame the issues and claims in a lawsuit.

Precedent: this term refers to a previous decision or ruling that is used as a guide or authority for deciding
similar cases in the future. Related terms include stare decisis, binding precedent, and persuasive precedent.
In the context of legal research, precedent is an important concept in common law systems, and is used to
guide the development of the law and to ensure consistency and predictability in judicial decisions.

Procedure: this term refers to the rules and processes that govern the conduct of a court case or
proceeding. Related terms include civil procedure, criminal procedure, and appellate procedure. In the
context of legal research, procedure is an important concept in litigation, and is used to guide the conduct
of a court case or proceeding.

Property Law: this term refers to the body of law that governs the ownership and use of property, including
real property and personal property. Related terms include real estate, title, and interest. In the context of
legal research, property law is a broad and complex area of law that requires specialized knowledge and
expertise.

Regulation: this term refers to a rule or order that is issued by a government agency or regulatory body to
govern or control a particular activity or industry. Related terms include administrative regulation,
regulatory agency, and rulemaking. In the context of legal research, a regulation is an important concept in
administrative law, and is used to govern or control a particular activity or industry.

Restatement: this term refers to a publication that summarizes and analyzes the law on a particular topic or
subject. Related terms include restatement of the law, uniform law, and model code. In the context of legal
research, a restatement is an important resource for scholars and practitioners to understand and apply the
law on a particular topic or subject.

Rule of Law: this term refers to the principle that the law is applied equally to all persons and entities, and
that the government and officials are subject to the law. Related terms include due process, equal
protection, and justice. In the context of legal research, the rule of law is a fundamental concept in
constitutional law and democratic governance, and is used to ensure that the law is applied in a fair and
impartial manner.

Search and Seizure: this term refers to the process of searching for and seizing evidence or property in
connection with a criminal investigation. Related terms include probable cause, warrant, and exclusionary
rule. In the context of legal research, search and seizure is an important concept in criminal procedure, and
is used to protect the rights of individuals and to ensure that the government does not abuse its power.

Statute: this term refers to a law that is enacted by a legislative body, such as a congress or parliament.
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Related terms include statutory law, code, and regulation. In the context of legal research, a statute is a
primary source of law that governs a wide range of areas, including commerce, labor, and environmental
law.

Subpoena: this term refers to a document that requires a witness or party to appear in court or to produce
documents or evidence. Related terms include subpoena duces tecum, subpoena ad testificandum, and
contempt. In the context of legal research, a subpoena is an important concept in civil and criminal
procedure, and is used to compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of evidence.

Summons: this term refers to a document that notifies a party that they are being sued or that a court
proceeding has been initiated. Related terms include complaint, petition, and notice. In the context of legal
research, a summons is an important concept in civil procedure, and is used to initiate a lawsuit or action.

Tort Law: this term refers to the body of law that governs injuries or harm caused by the negligent or
intentional acts of others. Related terms include negligence, liability, and damages. In the context of legal
research, tort law is a broad and complex area of law that requires specialized knowledge and expertise.

Trademark Law: this term refers to the body of law that protects trademarks and service marks by granting
exclusive rights to owners to use their marks in commerce. Related terms include trademark registration,
infringement, and dilution. In the context of legal research, trademark law is a complex and technical area of
law that requires specialized knowledge and expert
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