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Executive Certificate in Aircraft Financing and Leasing

Introduction to Aircraft Financing and Leasing

Aircraft Financing and Leasing play a crucial role in the aviation industry, allowing airlines and other
operators to acquire aircraft without the need for significant upfront capital investment. Understanding the
key terms and vocabulary associated with aircraft financing and leasing is essential for professionals in the
industry. In this explanation, we will cover a wide range of terms related to aircraft financing and leasing,
providing a comprehensive overview of the concepts involved.

1. **Aircraft Financing**:
Aircraft financing refers to the process of obtaining funds to purchase aircraft. There are various methods of
aircraft financing, including traditional bank loans, export credit financing, capital markets financing, and
operating leases.

2. **Aircraft Leasing**:
Aircraft leasing involves the temporary transfer of an aircraft from the lessor (owner) to the lessee (operator)
in exchange for lease payments. Leasing is a popular option for airlines as it provides flexibility and cost-
efficiency.

3. **Lessor**:
The lessor is the entity that owns the aircraft and leases it to the lessee. Lessors can be financial institutions,
leasing companies, or aircraft manufacturers.

4. **Lessee**:
The lessee is the entity that leases the aircraft from the lessor. Lessees are typically airlines, charter
operators, or other aircraft operators.

5. **Operating Lease**:
An operating lease is a type of lease where the lessee pays for the use of the aircraft for a specified period
without taking ownership. Operating leases are typically short-term and allow for flexibility in fleet
management.

6. **Finance Lease**:
A finance lease, also known as a capital lease, is a lease where the lessee has the option to purchase the
aircraft at the end of the lease term. Finance leases are considered a form of financing and often involve a
higher level of commitment from the lessee.

7. **Sale and Leaseback**:
A sale and leaseback transaction involves selling an aircraft to a lessor and immediately leasing it back. This
allows the operator to free up capital tied up in the aircraft while retaining the use of the aircraft.

8. **Security Agreement**:
A security agreement is a legal document that grants the lessor a security interest in the aircraft. In the
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event of default, the lessor can repossess the aircraft to recover its investment.

9. **Default**:
Default occurs when the lessee fails to meet its obligations under the lease agreement, such as missing
lease payments or breaching other terms of the lease. Defaults can result in the repossession of the aircraft
by the lessor.

10. **Repossession**:
Repossession is the process of reclaiming possession of the aircraft from the lessee due to default.
Repossession can be a complex and time-consuming process involving legal proceedings.

11. **Cross-Border Financing**:
Cross-border financing involves obtaining financing from lenders located in different countries. This type of
financing is common in the aviation industry due to the global nature of the market.

12. **Export Credit Financing**:
Export credit financing involves government-backed loans or guarantees to facilitate the sale of aircraft to
foreign buyers. Export credit agencies play a crucial role in providing financing for aircraft purchases.

13. **Debt Financing**:
Debt financing involves borrowing money from lenders to finance the purchase of aircraft. Debt financing
can take the form of bank loans, bonds, or other debt instruments.

14. **Equity Financing**:
Equity financing involves raising capital by selling shares in the airline or other operators. Equity financing
can be used to fund aircraft purchases or other capital expenditures.

15. **Secured Financing**:
Secured financing involves using the aircraft itself as collateral for the loan. In the event of default, the
lender can repossess the aircraft to recover its investment.

16. **Unsecured Financing**:
Unsecured financing does not require any collateral and is based solely on the creditworthiness of the
borrower. Unsecured financing typically involves higher interest rates to compensate for the increased risk
to the lender.

17. **Credit Agreement**:
A credit agreement is a legal document that outlines the terms and conditions of a loan, including the
interest rate, repayment schedule, and other terms. Credit agreements are used in debt financing
transactions.

18. **Covenant**:
A covenant is a promise or obligation that the borrower agrees to adhere to as part of a loan agreement.
Covenants may include financial ratios, restrictions on dividends, or other conditions.

19. **Default Rate**:
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The default rate is the interest rate charged on a loan in the event of default by the borrower. Default rates
are typically higher than standard interest rates to account for the increased risk to the lender.

20. **Tax Lease**:
A tax lease, also known as a finance lease, is a type of lease that provides tax benefits to the lessor. Tax
leases are structured to take advantage of tax incentives and depreciation benefits.

21. **Depreciation**:
Depreciation is the gradual decrease in the value of an asset over time. Aircraft depreciate due to factors
such as age, wear and tear, and technological advancements.

22. **Residual Value**:
Residual value is the estimated value of an aircraft at the end of its useful life. Residual value is an important
consideration in aircraft financing and leasing as it affects the lease terms and pricing.

23. **Maintenance Reserves**:
Maintenance reserves are funds set aside by the lessee to cover the cost of future maintenance and repairs
on the aircraft. Maintenance reserves are typically included in lease agreements to ensure the aircraft
remains in airworthy condition.

24. **Airframe**:
The airframe is the structure of the aircraft, including the fuselage, wings, and empennage. The airframe is
one of the major components of an aircraft that requires regular maintenance and inspection.

25. **Engine**:
The engine is the component of the aircraft that provides thrust for propulsion. Aircraft engines are
complex systems that require regular maintenance and monitoring to ensure safe and efficient operation.

26. **Avionics**:
Avionics refers to the electronic systems and equipment installed in the aircraft, including navigation,
communication, and flight control systems. Avionics play a crucial role in the safe operation of the aircraft.

27. **Aircraft Valuation**:
Aircraft valuation is the process of determining the fair market value of an aircraft. Valuation methods
include the cost approach, market approach, and income approach.

28. **Cost Approach**:
The cost approach to aircraft valuation involves determining the value of the aircraft based on the cost of
acquiring a similar new aircraft. This method takes into account factors such as depreciation and
obsolescence.

29. **Market Approach**:
The market approach to aircraft valuation involves comparing the aircraft to similar aircraft that have
recently been sold. This method relies on market data and transactions to determine the value of the
aircraft.
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30. **Income Approach**:
The income approach to aircraft valuation involves estimating the value of the aircraft based on its income-
generating potential. This method is often used for leased aircraft to determine the present value of future
lease payments.

31. **Appraisal**:
An appraisal is an expert assessment of the value of an aircraft. Appraisals are conducted by qualified
appraisers using industry-standard methods and criteria.

32. **Blue Book Value**:
The blue book value is a commonly used reference for the fair market value of aircraft. Blue book values are
based on industry data and provide a benchmark for aircraft valuation.

33. **Redelivery**:
Redelivery is the process of returning an aircraft to the lessor at the end of the lease term. Redelivery
involves inspection, maintenance, and any necessary repairs to ensure the aircraft meets the lease return
conditions.

34. **Novation**:
Novation is the process of transferring the rights and obligations of a lease agreement from one party to
another. Novation may occur in the event of a change in ownership or other circumstances.

35. **Sublease**:
A sublease is a lease agreement between the lessee and a third party, where the lessee leases the aircraft to
another operator. Subleasing requires the approval of the lessor and may involve additional terms and
conditions.

36. **Letter of Intent**:
A letter of intent is a preliminary agreement between the lessor and lessee outlining the key terms of a
lease transaction. Letters of intent are non-binding and serve as a starting point for negotiations.

37. **Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)**:
A memorandum of understanding is a formal agreement between the parties involved in an aircraft
financing or leasing transaction. MoUs outline the terms and conditions of the transaction and may lead to
a binding contract.

38. **Master Lease Agreement**:
A master lease agreement is a comprehensive contract that governs the relationship between the lessor and
lessee for multiple lease transactions. Master lease agreements establish the terms and conditions that
apply to all leases under the agreement.

39. **Aircraft Registration**:
Aircraft registration is the process of officially recording an aircraft with the relevant aviation authority.
Registration is required for legal ownership and operation of the aircraft.
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40. **Aircraft Title**:
Aircraft title refers to the legal ownership of the aircraft. Title is transferred from the lessor to the lessee
under a lease agreement, with the lessor retaining a security interest in the aircraft.

41. **Aircraft Manufacturer**:
The aircraft manufacturer is the company that designs, manufactures, and sells aircraft. Manufacturers such
as Boeing, Airbus, and Embraer play a key role in the aviation industry.

42. **Aircraft Sales Agreement**:
An aircraft sales agreement is a contract between the aircraft manufacturer and the buyer for the purchase
of a new aircraft. Sales agreements outline the terms of the sale, including price, delivery schedule, and
warranty.

43. **Delivery and Acceptance**:
Delivery and acceptance is the process of transferring the aircraft from the manufacturer to the buyer. This
process involves inspection, testing, and certification to ensure the aircraft meets the agreed-upon
specifications.

44. **Aircraft Broker**:
An aircraft broker is a professional who facilitates aircraft transactions between buyers and sellers. Brokers
assist with negotiations, inspections, and other aspects of the buying or selling process.

45. **Aircraft Appraiser**:
An aircraft appraiser is a qualified professional who determines the value of an aircraft. Appraisers use
industry knowledge and valuation methods to provide accurate assessments of aircraft value.

46. **Aircraft Insurance**:
Aircraft insurance provides coverage for risks associated with owning and operating an aircraft. Insurance
policies may include coverage for damage, liability, and other risks.

47. **Aircraft Maintenance**:
Aircraft maintenance involves regular inspections, repairs, and servicing to ensure the aircraft remains safe
and airworthy. Maintenance is essential for the continued operation of the aircraft.

48. **Aircraft Repossession**:
Aircraft repossession is the legal process of reclaiming possession of an aircraft from the lessee due to
default. Repossession involves coordinating with authorities and complying with legal requirements.

49. **Aircraft Finance Company**:
An aircraft finance company specializes in providing financing solutions for the purchase of aircraft. Finance
companies work with airlines, lessors, and other industry players to structure financing arrangements.

50. **Aircraft Lease Management**:
Aircraft lease management involves overseeing lease agreements, compliance with lease terms, and
ensuring the proper maintenance and operation of leased aircraft. Lease managers play a key role in
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managing lease portfolios.

51. **Aircraft Portfolio**:
An aircraft portfolio is a collection of leased aircraft owned by a lessor or managed by an operator. Portfolio
management involves monitoring lease agreements, maintenance schedules, and financial performance.

52. **Aircraft Seating Configuration**:
Aircraft seating configuration refers to the layout of seats in the aircraft cabin. Seating configurations vary
depending on the aircraft type and operator preferences.

53. **Freighters**:
Freighters are aircraft specifically designed for the transport of cargo. Freighters play a crucial role in the
logistics industry, transporting goods and supplies around the world.

54. **Passenger-to-Freighter Conversion**:
Passenger-to-freighter conversion is the process of modifying a passenger aircraft to carry cargo.
Conversion involves removing seats, installing cargo doors, and making other modifications to convert the
aircraft for freighter operations.

55. **Wet Lease**:
A wet lease is a type of lease where the lessor provides the aircraft as well as the crew, maintenance, and
insurance. Wet leases are often used for short-term or seasonal operations.

56. **Dry Lease**:
A dry lease is a type of lease where the lessee provides the crew, maintenance, and insurance for the
aircraft. Dry leases are more flexible but require the lessee to assume more operational responsibilities.

57. **Operating Lessor**:
An operating lessor is a lessor that specializes in providing operating leases for aircraft. Operating lessors
own and lease out aircraft as part of their core business.

58. **Financial Lessor**:
A financial lessor is a lessor that provides finance leases or other forms of financing for aircraft. Financial
lessors may also offer operating leases as part of their leasing portfolio.

59. **Aircraft Fleet**:
An aircraft fleet is a group of aircraft operated by an airline or other operator. Fleet management involves
planning, scheduling, and maintaining the aircraft to ensure efficient operations.

60. **Aircraft Utilization**:
Aircraft utilization refers to the amount of time an aircraft is in operation. Maximizing aircraft utilization is
important for optimizing revenue and profitability.

In conclusion, understanding the key terms and vocabulary associated with aircraft financing and leasing is
essential for professionals in the aviation industry. The concepts covered in this explanation provide a
comprehensive overview of the processes, transactions, and considerations involved in aircraft financing
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and leasing. By familiarizing themselves with these terms, professionals can navigate the complexities of
aircraft financing and leasing transactions with confidence and expertise.
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