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Postgraduate Certificate in Forensic Art

Forensic Art Techniques

Forensic art techniques encompass a wide range of methods used in the field of forensic science to assist in
investigations, identification, and criminal justice. These techniques involve the use of art skills and
principles to create visual representations of individuals, objects, scenes, or events for investigative
purposes. This postgraduate certificate program in Forensic Art aims to equip students with the necessary
knowledge and skills to apply these techniques effectively in real-world scenarios.

Key Terms and Vocabulary:

1. Forensic Art:

Forensic art is the application of artistic techniques and principles to assist in criminal investigations. It
involves creating visual representations of persons, objects, or scenes based on descriptions, memories, or
physical evidence.

2. Facial Reconstruction:
Facial reconstruction is a method used to recreate the appearance of an individual's face based on skeletal
remains. This technique is often employed in cases where the identity of a deceased person is unknown.

3. Composite Drawing:

Composite drawing is a technique used to create a visual representation of a suspect or person of interest
based on eyewitness descriptions. This method involves interviewing witnesses and translating their
descriptions into a composite sketch.

4. Age Progression:
Age progression is a technique used to depict how a missing person might look at a certain age in the
future. This method is often used in cases where individuals have been missing for an extended period.

5. Forensic Photography:

Forensic photography involves capturing images of crime scenes, evidence, or injuries for investigative
purposes. This type of photography requires attention to detail and adherence to specific protocols to
ensure the accuracy and integrity of the images.

6. Photogrammetry:
Photogrammetry is a technique used to create 3D models of objects or scenes using photographs. This
method is often used in forensic investigations to reconstruct crime scenes or analyze evidence.

7. Digital Composite:

Digital composite is a technique used to create composite sketches using computer software. This method
allows forensic artists to manipulate facial features, skin tone, and other characteristics to create a more
accurate representation of a suspect.
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8. Forensic Anthropology:

Forensic anthropology is the study of human skeletal remains to determine the identity, age, sex, ancestry,
and cause of death of an individual. This field of study is essential in cases involving unidentified remains or
mass disasters.

9. Forensic Odontology:

Forensic odontology is the application of dental knowledge to identify human remains. This discipline
involves examining dental records, bite marks, and dental anomalies to establish the identity of an
individual.

10. Courtroom Testimony:
Courtroom testimony is the act of providing expert testimony in a legal proceeding. Forensic artists may be
called upon to testify about their findings, methodologies, and conclusions in court.

11. Facial Recognition Software:

Facial recognition software is a technology that analyzes facial features to identify or verify individuals. This
software is often used in law enforcement to match faces captured in images or videos to a database of
known individuals.

12. Forensic Sketch Artist:

A forensic sketch artist is a professional trained in creating composite sketches or facial reconstructions to
assist in criminal investigations. These artists work closely with law enforcement agencies to produce visual
representations of suspects or victims.

13. Forensic Artifacts:

Forensic artifacts are physical objects or traces left behind at a crime scene that can provide valuable
information to investigators. These artifacts may include fingerprints, footprints, bloodstains, fibers, or
weapons.

14. Chain of Custody:

Chain of custody is the documentation of the chronological history of evidence from the time it is collected
until it is presented in court. This process ensures the integrity and admissibility of evidence by maintaining
a secure and transparent record of its handling.

15. Facial Superimposition:

Facial superimposition is a technique used to overlay a photograph of a missing person onto the skull of an
unidentified individual to determine if there is a match. This method relies on the comparison of facial
features to establish a positive identification.

16. Forensic Facial Reconstruction:

Forensic facial reconstruction is the process of recreating the facial features of an individual using scientific
methods and artistic interpretation. This technique combines knowledge of anatomy, anthropology, and art
to produce a realistic representation of a person's appearance.

17. Composite Art:
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Composite art is the creation of visual representations by combining multiple images, sketches, or features
to produce a comprehensive depiction of a subject. This method is often used in forensic art to create
composite sketches of suspects based on eyewitness descriptions.

18. Forensic Entomology:
Forensic entomology is the study of insects and arthropods to assist in criminal investigations. Insects can
provide valuable information about the time and location of death, as well as other forensic evidence.

19. Facial Mapping:

Facial mapping is a technique used to analyze and measure facial features to create accurate
representations of individuals. This method involves identifying key landmarks on the face and using them
as reference points for drawing or sculpting.

20. Forensic Facial Comparison:

Forensic facial comparison is the process of comparing facial features or characteristics to establish a
positive identification. This method involves analyzing details such as the shape of the eyes, nose, mouth,
and ears to determine similarities or differences between individuals.

21. Forensic Ballistics:

Forensic ballistics is the study of firearms, ammunition, and projectiles to assist in criminal investigations.
This field involves analyzing bullet trajectories, gunshot residue, and firearm markings to link weapons to
crimes.

22. Forensic Toxicology:

Forensic toxicology is the analysis of bodily fluids and tissues to detect drugs, poisons, or other substances
that may be relevant to a criminal investigation. This discipline plays a crucial role in determining the cause
of death or impairment in individuals.

23. Forensic DNA Analysis:

Forensic DNA analysis is the examination of genetic material to identify individuals or link evidence to
suspects. DNA analysis can be used to establish paternity, identify victims, or solve cold cases by matching
DNA profiles to databases.

24. Facial Symmetry:

Facial symmetry is the balance and proportion of facial features on either side of the face. Symmetrical faces
are considered more attractive and easier to recognize, making facial symmetry an important consideration
in forensic art.

25. Forensic Pathology:

Forensic pathology is the branch of forensic science that focuses on investigating the cause of death
through the examination of bodies and tissues. Forensic pathologists determine the manner and
circumstances of death in cases of suspicious or unexplained deaths.

26. Forensic Linguistics:
Forensic linguistics is the analysis of language and communication to assist in criminal investigations. This
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field involves examining written or spoken texts to identify patterns, styles, or authorship that may provide
clues to a crime.

27. Facial Expression Analysis:

Facial expression analysis is the interpretation of facial expressions to determine emotions, intentions, or
reactions. This method is often used in forensic interviews or interrogations to assess the credibility of
witnesses or suspects.

28. Forensic Document Examination:

Forensic document examination is the analysis of handwriting, signatures, papers, or other documents to
determine authenticity, authorship, or alterations. This discipline is crucial in cases involving forged
documents, ransom notes, or questioned signatures.

29. Forensic Audio Analysis:

Forensic audio analysis is the examination of audio recordings to enhance, clarify, or authenticate sound
evidence. This field involves analyzing voice patterns, background noises, or distortions to extract
information or identify speakers.

30. Forensic Video Analysis:

Forensic video analysis is the examination of video recordings to extract, enhance, or interpret visual
evidence. This discipline involves analyzing surveillance footage, crime scene videos, or social media posts
to identify persons or events.

31. Forensic Art Education:

Forensic art education is the training and instruction provided to individuals interested in pursuing a career
in forensic art. This education may include courses, workshops, internships, or certifications to develop the
necessary skills and knowledge in the field.

32. Forensic Art Research:

Forensic art research is the investigation and exploration of new techniques, technologies, or
methodologies in the field of forensic art. Research in this area aims to improve the accuracy, efficiency, and
reliability of forensic art practices.

33. Forensic Art Ethics:

Forensic art ethics are the principles and guidelines that govern the conduct and responsibilities of forensic
artists. Ethical considerations in forensic art include confidentiality, accuracy, impartiality, and respect for
human dignity.

34. Forensic Art Challenges:

Forensic art challenges are the obstacles or difficulties faced by forensic artists in the course of their work.
These challenges may include incomplete information, unreliable witnesses, technical limitations, or ethical
dilemmas that impact the accuracy and effectiveness of forensic art techniques.

35. Forensic Art Applications:
Forensic art applications are the diverse uses of forensic art techniques in various fields, including law
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enforcement, archaeology, anthropology, medicine, and journalism. These applications range from criminal
investigations to historical reconstructions and disaster victim identifications.

36. Forensic Art Tools:

Forensic art tools are the equipment, software, materials, or instruments used by forensic artists to create
visual representations. These tools may include drawing supplies, sculpting materials, computer software,
cameras, measuring devices, or specialized forensic kits.

37. Forensic Art Portfolio:

A forensic art portfolio is a collection of an artist's work samples, projects, or case studies that demonstrate
their skills and expertise in forensic art. Portfolios are often used to showcase an artist's capabilities to
potential clients, employers, or collaborators.

38. Forensic Art Certification:

Forensic art certification is the process of obtaining official recognition of a forensic artist's proficiency and
expertise in the field. Certification programs may include exams, assessments, or reviews to validate an
artist's knowledge, skills, and ethical standards.

39. Forensic Art Training:

Forensic art training is the structured learning process designed to educate individuals in the principles,
techniques, and practices of forensic art. Training programs may include lectures, workshops, hands-on
exercises, field trips, or mentorship opportunities to develop practical skills and knowledge.

40. Forensic Art Expert:

A forensic art expert is a professional recognized for their specialized knowledge and experience in forensic
art techniques. These experts may provide consultation, analysis, or testimony in legal proceedings,
investigations, or academic research.

In conclusion, the field of forensic art is a dynamic and interdisciplinary area of study that combines artistry,
science, and investigation to solve complex mysteries and bring justice to victims. By understanding and
applying key terms and vocabulary in forensic art techniques, students in the Postgraduate Certificate in
Forensic Art program can effectively navigate the challenges, opportunities, and applications of this
fascinating field.
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