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Undergraduate Certificate in Art Law and Technology

Art and Technology Ethics

Art and Technology Ethics Key Terms and Vocabulary

Art and technology ethics encompass a wide range of concepts and principles that govern the intersection
of art, technology, and ethical considerations. In the Undergraduate Certificate in Art Law and Technology,

understanding key terms and vocabulary is crucial for navigating the complex landscape of ethical issues in
the art world. Below are some of the essential terms and concepts that students need to be familiar with:

1. Artificial Intelligence (Al): Al refers to the simulation of human intelligence processes by machines,
especially computer systems. In the art world, Al is used for creating artworks, analyzing trends in the
market, and even curating exhibitions.

2. Copyright Law: Copyright law grants creators exclusive rights to their artistic and intellectual works. It
protects original works of authorship, including literary, dramatic, musical, and artistic works.

3. Data Privacy: Data privacy concerns the protection of personal information collected, stored, and used by
organizations. In the art world, data privacy is crucial when handling sensitive information about artists,
collectors, and artworks.

4. Digital Rights Management (DRM): DRM refers to technologies used to control access to digital content
and devices. In the art market, DRM helps protect the rights of artists and copyright holders in the digital
space.

5. Ethical Dilemma: An ethical dilemma is a situation that requires an individual to choose between two
conflicting moral principles. In the art world, ethical dilemmas may arise when deciding whether to preserve
or restore a work of art.

6. Fair Use: Fair use is a doctrine that allows limited use of copyrighted material without permission for
purposes such as criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching, scholarship, and research.

7. Intellectual Property (IP): Intellectual property refers to creations of the mind, such as inventions, literary
and artistic works, designs, symbols, names, and images used in commerce. IP rights include patents,
copyrights, trademarks, and trade secrets.

8. Open Access: Open access refers to the practice of providing unrestricted access to scholarly research and
educational materials online. In the art world, open access initiatives aim to make art and cultural heritage
more accessible to the public.

9. Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the practice of taking someone else's work or ideas and passing them off as
one's own. In the art world, plagiarism is a serious ethical and legal issue that can damage an artist's
reputation.
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10. Public Domain: The public domain consists of creative works that are not protected by copyright and are
available for anyone to use freely. Artworks in the public domain can be reproduced, distributed, and
adapted without permission.

11. Repatriation: Repatriation involves returning cultural heritage objects to their places of origin or to the
descendants of the original owners. Repatriation is a key issue in art and technology ethics, especially
concerning the ownership and display of stolen or looted artworks.

12. Robotic Art: Robotic art refers to artworks created with the use of robots or robotic systems. Robotic art
raises questions about authorship, creativity, and the role of technology in the artistic process.

13. Social Media Ethics: Social media ethics encompass the principles and guidelines for ethical behavior on
social networking platforms. In the art world, social media ethics are important for maintaining professional
relationships, protecting intellectual property, and engaging with audiences.

14. Surveillance Art: Surveillance art involves the use of surveillance technologies and techniques to create
artworks that explore issues of privacy, security, and control. Surveillance art challenges viewers to reflect on
the implications of ubiquitous surveillance in society.

15. Transparency: Transparency refers to the openness and accountability of individuals and organizations in
their actions and decision-making processes. In the art world, transparency is essential for building trust
with stakeholders and maintaining ethical standards.

16. Example: An example of an ethical dilemma in the art world is the case of the Elgin Marbles, a collection
of classical Greek marble sculptures that were removed from the Parthenon in Athens by Lord Elgin in the
early 19th century. The British Museum currently houses the Elgin Marbles, while Greece has been
requesting their repatriation for decades. The ethical dilemma arises from balancing the cultural heritage
and ownership rights of the artworks.

17. Practical Application: Understanding copyright law is crucial for artists, collectors, and institutions in the
art world to protect their creative works and intellectual property rights. By familiarizing themselves with
copyright principles, individuals can avoid legal disputes and ensure that their rights are respected in the
digital age.

18. Challenges: One of the challenges in art and technology ethics is the rapid advancement of digital
technologies, which often outpaces the development of ethical guidelines and regulations. Artists, scholars,
and policymakers must grapple with issues such as Al-generated art, deepfakes, and data privacy breaches,
which raise complex ethical questions about authorship, authenticity, and consent.

By mastering key terms and vocabulary related to art and technology ethics, students in the Undergraduate
Certificate in Art Law and Technology can navigate ethical challenges in the art world with confidence and
integrity. Understanding these concepts is essential for promoting ethical practices, fostering creativity, and
preserving cultural heritage in a rapidly evolving technological landscape.
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