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Certificate in Fundamentals of DATEV Software and Systems

DATEV Year-End Closing Procedures

DATEV Year-End Closing Procedures in the Course Certificate in DATEV Basics

As a fundamental concept, year-end closing procedures in DATEV software involve the process of preparing,
adjusting, and closing the company's financial books for the past fiscal year and getting them ready for the
new year. It's a critical process in accounting and financial management, ensuring accuracy, and compliance
with financial reporting standards. This article will provide a comprehensive explanation of key terms and
vocabulary related to DATEV year-end closing procedures for those pursuing the Certificate in DATEV Basics.

1. Fiscal Year (FY): A fiscal year is a 12-month period used by businesses and organizations for accounting
and financial reporting purposes. It may or may not align with the calendar year (January-December). In
DATEV, users define their fiscal year and perform year-end closing procedures accordingly.
2. Financial Accounting (FA): Financial accounting is the process of preparing, analyzing, and presenting
financial reports and statements following accounting standards and regulations. In DATEV, Financial
Accounting (FA) module facilitates the preparation of financial statements, including the balance sheet,
profit and loss statement, and cash flow statement.
3. Year-End Closing: Year-end closing is the process of finalizing, adjusting, and closing the company's
financial books for the past fiscal year. In DATEV, the year-end closing process typically includes the
following steps:
 * Preparation of the opening balances for the new fiscal year
 * Posting of year-end adjustments, such as depreciation, accruals, and prepayments
 * Transferring income summary accounts to retained earnings
 * Generating financial statements for the closed fiscal year
4. Opening Balances: Opening balances refer to the balances carried forward from the previous fiscal year to
the new fiscal year. In DATEV, users can create opening balances for assets, liabilities, equity, income, and
expense accounts.
5. Adjusting Entries: Adjusting entries are journal entries made at the end of an accounting period to correct
errors, record accruals, and prepayments, and ensure that financial statements accurately reflect the
company's financial position. In DATEV, users can create adjusting entries for various accounts, such as
depreciation, accrued expenses, and unearned revenues.
6. Depreciation: Depreciation is the process of allocating the cost of a long-term asset over its useful life. In
DATEV, users can calculate and post depreciation for assets, such as property, plant, and equipment, using
the Depreciation (AfA) module.
7. Accruals and Prepayments: Accruals are expenses incurred but not yet paid, while prepayments are
payments made for goods or services not yet received. In DATEV, users can record accruals and
prepayments using the Accounts Payable (LiAS) module and the Accounts Receivable (KORE) module.
8. Income Summary Account: The income summary account is a temporary account used to accumulate all
revenues and expenses for a fiscal year. In DATEV, once the income summary account has a balance, it is
transferred to the retained earnings account during the year-end closing process.
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9. Retained Earnings: Retained earnings are the cumulative earnings of a company, less any dividends paid
to shareholders. In DATEV, retained earnings are reported on the balance sheet and are affected by the
transfer of the income summary account during the year-end closing process.
10. Financial Statements: Financial statements are formal reports prepared following accounting standards
and regulations, providing a clear picture of a company's financial position, performance, and cash flows. In
DATEV, users can generate balance sheets, profit and loss statements, and cash flow statements using the
Financial Accounting (FA) module.

Challenge:

Now that you have learned about the key terms and vocabulary related to DATEV year-end closing
procedures, try the following challenge:

1. Define the fiscal year and provide an example of a company with a different fiscal year than the calendar
year.
2. Explain the purpose of financial accounting and the importance of complying with accounting standards
and regulations.
3. Describe the steps involved in the year-end closing process in DATEV and the significance of each step.
4. Define opening balances and provide an example of an opening balance for a liability account.
5. Explain the concept of adjusting entries and provide an example of an adjusting entry for depreciation.
6. Describe accruals and prepayments and provide an example of each.
7. Explain the purpose of the income summary account and how it is transferred to the retained earnings
account during the year-end closing process.
8. Define retained earnings and provide an example of how retained earnings are reported on the balance
sheet.
9. Identify the financial statements generated using the DATEV Financial Accounting (FA) module and
explain their purpose and importance.

By completing this challenge, you can test your understanding of the key terms and vocabulary related to
DATEV year-end closing procedures and ensure that you are prepared for the Certificate in DATEV Basics.
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