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Executive Certificate in Aircraft Financing and Leasing

Taxation and Accounting in Aviation Finance

Taxation and accounting play a crucial role in aviation finance, especially in the context of aircraft financing
and leasing. Understanding key terms and vocabulary in this field is essential for professionals working in
the aviation finance industry. Below is a comprehensive explanation of important terms and concepts
related to taxation and accounting in aviation finance.

Taxation in Aviation Finance:

Taxation in aviation finance involves understanding the various taxes that apply to aircraft financing, leasing,
and operations. Some of the key terms and concepts in taxation in aviation finance include:

1. Income Tax: Income tax is a tax imposed on individuals or entities based on their income or profits. In
aviation finance, income tax applies to aircraft lessors, lessees, and operators based on their earnings from
aircraft leasing or operations.

2. Value Added Tax (VAT): VAT is a consumption tax levied on the value added to goods and services at each
stage of production and distribution. In aviation finance, VAT may apply to aircraft purchases, leasing
transactions, and other aviation services.

3. Depreciation: Depreciation is a tax deduction that allows businesses to recover the cost of an asset over
its useful life. In aviation finance, depreciation is an important tax consideration for aircraft owners and
lessors.

4. Interest Deductibility: Interest deductibility refers to the ability of businesses to deduct interest expenses
from their taxable income. In aviation finance, interest deductibility is relevant for financing aircraft
purchases or leases.

5. Operating Lease: An operating lease is a lease in which the lessor retains ownership of the asset and the
lessee pays for the use of the asset. From a tax perspective, operating leases may offer tax benefits such as
deductibility of lease payments.

6. Capital Allowances: Capital allowances are tax deductions that businesses can claim on certain capital
expenditures, including aircraft purchases. Capital allowances help reduce taxable income and lower tax
liabilities for aircraft owners.

7. Double Taxation: Double taxation occurs when income is taxed at both the corporate and individual level,
leading to higher tax liabilities. In aviation finance, double taxation can arise in cross-border transactions
involving multiple tax jurisdictions.

8. Treaty Benefits: Treaty benefits refer to tax advantages provided under bilateral tax treaties between
countries to prevent double taxation and promote cross-border investment. In aviation finance, treaty
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benefits can impact tax planning for international aircraft transactions.

9. Thin Capitalization Rules: Thin capitalization rules limit the amount of debt that a company can use to
finance its operations, aiming to prevent excessive interest deductions and tax avoidance. In aviation
finance, thin capitalization rules may affect the tax treatment of aircraft financing structures.

10. Transfer Pricing: Transfer pricing is the pricing of goods or services transferred between related entities
within a multinational company. In aviation finance, transfer pricing rules ensure that transactions between
related parties are conducted at arm's length to prevent tax evasion.

Accounting in Aviation Finance:

Accounting in aviation finance involves recording and reporting financial transactions related to aircraft
financing, leasing, and operations. Some of the key terms and concepts in accounting in aviation finance
include:

1. Financial Statements: Financial statements are documents that provide an overview of an organization's
financial performance and position. In aviation finance, financial statements include the income statement,
balance sheet, and cash flow statement.

2. Lease Accounting: Lease accounting involves accounting for lease transactions, including operating leases
and finance leases. In aviation finance, lease accounting standards such as IFRS 16 and ASC 842 impact how
leases are recognized, measured, and disclosed in financial statements.

3. Depreciation Expense: Depreciation expense is the allocation of the cost of a tangible asset over its useful
life. In aviation finance, depreciation expense applies to aircraft owned or leased by airlines or lessors and is
recorded in the income statement.

4. Fair Value Accounting: Fair value accounting is a method of measuring assets and liabilities at their
current market value. In aviation finance, fair value accounting may be used to value aircraft, leases, and
other financial instruments.

5. IFRS (International Financial Reporting Standards): IFRS are accounting standards developed by the
International Accounting Standards Board (IASB) for the preparation of financial statements. In aviation
finance, IFRS govern how airlines, lessors, and other aviation entities report their financial performance.

6. Revenue Recognition: Revenue recognition is the process of recording revenue from sales or services in
the accounting records. In aviation finance, revenue recognition principles dictate when and how revenue
from aircraft leases, sales, or services is recognized.

7. Cost of Sales: Cost of sales refers to the direct costs incurred to produce goods or services sold by a
company. In aviation finance, the cost of sales for airlines or lessors includes expenses related to aircraft
operations, maintenance, and fuel.

8. Operating Expenses: Operating expenses are the day-to-day costs of running a business, such as rent,
utilities, and salaries. In aviation finance, operating expenses for airlines or lessors encompass costs

Read online: https://learnuni.com/guides/3239248/taxation-and-
accounting-in-aviation-finance

LearnUNI · 20 Jun 2026



G U I D E

associated with aircraft leasing, maintenance, and crew.

9. Equity: Equity represents the ownership interest of shareholders in a company's assets. In aviation finance,
equity is a key component of the capital structure of airlines, lessors, and other aviation entities.

10. Lease Liability: Lease liability is the obligation to make future lease payments under a lease agreement.
In aviation finance, lease liability is recorded on the balance sheet and represents the present value of future
lease payments.

Understanding taxation and accounting in aviation finance is essential for professionals involved in aircraft
financing and leasing transactions. By mastering key terms and concepts in taxation and accounting,
individuals can navigate the complex regulatory and financial landscape of the aviation industry with
confidence and expertise.
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