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Undergraduate Certificate in Surrogacy Parenting

Ethical Issues in Surrogacy Agreements

Surrogacy is a practice where a woman carries a pregnancy for intended parents, either genetically related
or unrelated, with the intention of handing over the child to them after birth. This arrangement typically
involves a legal agreement outlining the rights and responsibilities of all parties involved.

Agreement refers to the contract or arrangement made between the surrogate mother and the intended
parents, detailing the terms and conditions of the surrogacy process. This document covers aspects such as
financial compensation, medical procedures, parental rights, and potential risks involved.

Ethical issues in surrogacy agreements revolve around the moral considerations and dilemmas that may
arise during the surrogacy process. These issues often involve questions of autonomy, justice, exploitation,
and the well-being of the surrogate mother, intended parents, and the child.

Parenting in the context of surrogacy refers to the legal and emotional responsibilities that intended
parents take on when a child is born through a surrogacy arrangement. This includes providing care,
support, and nurturing for the child as their legal guardians.

Intended parents are individuals or couples who commission a surrogate to carry a pregnancy on their
behalf. They may be genetically related to the child, using their own gametes, or may require the assistance
of a donor for conception.

Surrogate mother is the woman who carries the pregnancy for the intended parents. She may be genetically
related to the child (traditional surrogacy) or carry a child conceived through assisted reproductive
technology using the intended mother's or a donor's egg (gestational surrogacy).

Compensation refers to the financial payment made to the surrogate mother for her services in carrying the
pregnancy. This amount typically covers medical expenses, lost wages, and other related costs incurred
during the surrogacy process.

Legal framework encompasses the laws and regulations governing surrogacy agreements in a particular
jurisdiction. These laws vary widely from country to country and may dictate who can participate in
surrogacy, the rights of all parties involved, and the legality of certain aspects of the process.

Informed consent is a crucial aspect of surrogacy agreements, ensuring that all parties involved understand
the risks, benefits, and implications of the surrogacy process before giving their consent. This includes
consent to medical procedures, financial arrangements, and parental rights.

Medical procedures in surrogacy involve assisted reproductive technologies such as in vitro fertilization (IVF)
to create embryos for transfer into the surrogate's uterus. These procedures are often complex and require
careful monitoring and coordination between medical professionals and all parties involved.
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Emotional considerations in surrogacy agreements involve the potential emotional impact on the surrogate
mother, intended parents, and the child. These considerations may include bonding between the surrogate
and the child, attachment issues, and the psychological well-being of all parties throughout the surrogacy
process.

Psychological assessment is often recommended for all parties involved in a surrogacy agreement to assess
their mental health and readiness for the emotional challenges that may arise. This assessment aims to
identify any potential issues and provide support and counseling as needed.

Genetic connection refers to the biological relationship between the child and the intended parents or the
surrogate mother. In traditional surrogacy, the surrogate is genetically related to the child, while in
gestational surrogacy, the child is genetically related to the intended parents.

Legal parentage is the legal status of the intended parents as the child's legal guardians following birth. This
status may be established through a court order, a pre-birth order, or through a process of adoption or
parental rights termination, depending on the jurisdiction.

Embryo transfer is the procedure in which embryos created through IVF are transferred into the surrogate's
uterus for implantation and development. This process is carefully monitored and timed to maximize the
chances of a successful pregnancy.

Medical complications are potential risks associated with pregnancy and childbirth, which may impact the
health and well-being of the surrogate mother and the child. These complications can range from minor
issues to more serious medical emergencies requiring immediate intervention.

Legal protection is essential for all parties involved in a surrogacy agreement to safeguard their rights and
interests throughout the process. This protection may involve legal contracts, insurance coverage, and
adherence to local laws and regulations governing surrogacy.

Financial responsibilities in surrogacy agreements outline the financial obligations of the intended parents
towards the surrogate mother, including compensation for medical expenses, prenatal care, maternity
clothes, and other related costs incurred during the pregnancy.

Emotional support is crucial for all parties involved in a surrogacy agreement to navigate the emotional
challenges and complexities of the process. This support may come from mental health professionals,
support groups, family and friends, or other resources available to provide guidance and assistance.

Legal disputes may arise during or after a surrogacy agreement, involving conflicts over parental rights,
financial arrangements, custody issues, or other legal matters. Resolving these disputes may require
mediation, legal intervention, or other forms of conflict resolution.

Ethical dilemmas in surrogacy agreements may involve conflicting values, beliefs, and moral principles that
impact the decision-making process for all parties involved. These dilemmas may relate to autonomy,
justice, exploitation, and the well-being of the surrogate mother, intended parents, and the child.

Regulation of surrogacy agreements varies widely around the world, with some countries allowing
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commercial surrogacy, others permitting altruistic surrogacy only, and some banning surrogacy altogether.
These regulations aim to protect the rights and interests of all parties involved in surrogacy arrangements.

Medical screening is a standard practice in surrogacy agreements to assess the surrogate mother's physical
health, reproductive history, and overall suitability for carrying a pregnancy. This screening helps identify
any potential medical risks or concerns that may impact the surrogacy process.

Legal representation is recommended for all parties involved in a surrogacy agreement to ensure that their
legal rights and interests are protected throughout the process. This representation may involve legal
counsel, advocacy, and support in navigating the complex legal issues related to surrogacy.

Child welfare is a primary consideration in surrogacy agreements, focusing on the best interests of the child
born through the surrogacy process. This includes ensuring that the child receives proper care, support, and
nurturing from the intended parents following birth.

Embryo creation involves the process of fertilizing eggs with sperm in a laboratory setting to create
embryos for transfer into the surrogate's uterus. This step is a crucial part of the IVF process and requires
careful monitoring and coordination between medical professionals and all parties involved.

Legal recognition of surrogacy agreements varies from jurisdiction to jurisdiction, with some countries
legally recognizing surrogacy arrangements and others refusing to enforce them. This lack of legal
recognition can create challenges for intended parents seeking to establish their parental rights following
birth.

Medical interventions in surrogacy agreements may involve various procedures to assist with conception,
pregnancy, and childbirth. These interventions can include hormonal treatments, egg retrieval, embryo
transfer, prenatal care, and delivery assistance to ensure a successful surrogacy process.

Financial arrangements in surrogacy agreements outline the compensation, expenses, and financial
responsibilities of all parties involved in the surrogacy process. These arrangements may include a base fee
for the surrogate mother, additional payments for medical expenses, insurance coverage, and other related
costs.

Legal consent is a necessary requirement in surrogacy agreements to ensure that all parties involved
understand and agree to the terms and conditions of the contract. This consent may involve signing legal
documents, attending legal consultations, and providing informed consent to medical procedures and
financial arrangements.

Agency involvement in surrogacy agreements refers to the role of a surrogacy agency or facilitator in
coordinating the surrogacy process between the surrogate mother and the intended parents. These
agencies provide support, guidance, and assistance in navigating the legal, medical, and emotional aspects
of surrogacy.

Legal documentation in surrogacy agreements includes contracts, consent forms, medical records, and
other legal documents that outline the rights and responsibilities of all parties involved. This documentation
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is crucial for establishing parental rights, financial obligations, and other legal aspects of the surrogacy
process.

Health insurance coverage is an important consideration in surrogacy agreements to ensure that the
surrogate mother and the child have access to necessary medical care throughout the pregnancy and
childbirth. This coverage may include prenatal care, delivery expenses, and postnatal care for the surrogate
and the child.

Legal procedures in surrogacy agreements involve the legal steps required to establish parental rights,
financial responsibilities, and other legal aspects of the surrogacy process. These procedures may include
court orders, pre-birth orders, adoption proceedings, and other legal actions to formalize the surrogacy
arrangement.

Child custody issues may arise in surrogacy agreements, particularly in cases where there are disputes over
parental rights or the best interests of the child. Resolving these custody issues may require legal
intervention, mediation, or other forms of conflict resolution to ensure the child's well-being.

Rights and responsibilities of all parties involved in surrogacy agreements are outlined in the legal contract,
detailing the rights of the intended parents, the surrogate mother, and the child following birth. These
rights and responsibilities may include parental rights, financial obligations, and other legal considerations.

Legal challenges in surrogacy agreements may arise due to differences in laws and regulations governing
surrogacy in different jurisdictions. These challenges can impact the ability of intended parents to establish
parental rights, resolve disputes, and navigate the legal complexities of the surrogacy process.

Surrogacy arrangements involve the process of matching intended parents with a surrogate mother,
coordinating medical procedures, legal documentation, and financial arrangements, and providing support
and guidance throughout the surrogacy process. These arrangements require careful planning,
communication, and cooperation between all parties involved.

Legal rights of the surrogate mother, intended parents, and the child are established through the surrogacy
agreement and legal procedures following birth. These rights may include parental rights, financial
compensation, medical decision-making authority, and other legal considerations outlined in the contract.

Medical risks and complications in surrogacy agreements may include potential health issues for the
surrogate mother, the child, or both during pregnancy and childbirth. These risks can range from minor
complications to serious medical emergencies requiring immediate intervention and medical care.

Legal frameworks for surrogacy agreements vary globally, with some countries having strict regulations
governing surrogacy, while others have more permissive laws allowing commercial surrogacy.
Understanding the legal frameworks in different jurisdictions is essential for intended parents considering
surrogacy.

Ethical guidelines in surrogacy agreements outline the moral principles and values that should guide the
decision-making process for all parties involved. These guidelines may include considerations of autonomy,
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justice, beneficence, non-maleficence, and the well-being of the surrogate mother, intended parents, and
the child.

Legal recognition of parental rights in surrogacy agreements may vary depending on the jurisdiction in
which the surrogacy takes place. Establishing legal recognition of parental rights is crucial for the intended
parents to assume guardianship of the child following birth and ensure their rights and responsibilities are
protected.

Financial compensation for the surrogate mother in surrogacy agreements covers her expenses, lost wages,
and other costs incurred during the pregnancy. This compensation is typically negotiated and outlined in
the surrogacy contract, detailing the financial obligations of the intended parents towards the surrogate.

Medical supervision in surrogacy agreements involves close monitoring and oversight by medical
professionals throughout the pregnancy to ensure the health and well-being of the surrogate mother and
the child. This supervision includes regular check-ups, ultrasounds, and other medical interventions as
needed during the surrogacy process.

Emotional attachment in surrogacy agreements may present challenges for the surrogate mother, intended
parents, and the child due to the emotional bond that can develop during the pregnancy. Managing these
attachments and ensuring appropriate boundaries are in place is essential for the well-being of all parties
involved.

Legal obligations of all parties involved in surrogacy agreements are outlined in the legal contract, detailing
their responsibilities, rights, and obligations throughout the surrogacy process. These obligations may
include financial commitments, medical decisions, legal procedures, and other contractual requirements
agreed upon by all parties.

Surrogate selection is a critical step in surrogacy agreements, involving the process of matching intended
parents with a surrogate mother based on compatibility, medical history, personal preferences, and other
factors. Selecting the right surrogate is essential for a successful surrogacy arrangement.

Genetic testing is often recommended in surrogacy agreements to assess the genetic health and
compatibility of the intended parents, the surrogate mother, and the child. This testing helps identify any
potential genetic risks or concerns that may impact the surrogacy process or the health of the child.

Legal consent in surrogacy agreements is a necessary requirement to ensure that all parties involved
understand and agree to the terms and conditions of the contract. This consent may involve signing legal
documents, attending legal consultations, and providing informed consent to medical procedures and
financial arrangements.

Psychological support in surrogacy agreements is essential for all parties involved to address the emotional
challenges, stress, and psychological impact of the surrogacy process. This support may include counseling,
therapy, support groups, and other resources to help individuals navigate the emotional complexities of
surrogacy.
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Legal protection is crucial for all parties involved in surrogacy agreements to safeguard their rights and
interests throughout the process. This protection may involve legal contracts, insurance coverage, and
adherence to local laws and regulations governing surrogacy to ensure a fair and ethical surrogacy
arrangement.

Financial compensation in surrogacy agreements covers the expenses incurred by the surrogate mother
during the pregnancy, including medical costs, lost wages, maternity clothes, and other related expenses.
This compensation is typically negotiated and outlined in the surrogacy contract to ensure fair and
equitable payment for the surrogate's services.

Legal representation is recommended for all parties involved in a surrogacy agreement to ensure that their
legal rights and interests are protected throughout the process. This representation may involve legal
counsel, advocacy, and support in navigating the complex legal issues related to surrogacy to ensure a
legally sound and ethical surrogacy arrangement.

Child custody issues may arise in surrogacy agreements, particularly in cases where there are disputes over
parental rights or the best interests of the child. Resolving these custody issues may require legal
intervention, mediation, or other forms of conflict resolution to ensure the child's well-being and protection.

Emotional support is crucial for all parties involved in a surrogacy agreement to navigate the emotional
challenges and complexities of the process. This support may come from mental health professionals,
support groups, family and friends, or other resources available to provide guidance and assistance in
managing the emotional aspects of surrogacy.

Legal disputes may arise during or after a surrogacy agreement, involving conflicts over parental rights,
financial arrangements, custody issues, or other legal matters. Resolving these disputes may require
mediation, legal intervention, or other forms of conflict resolution to ensure a fair and ethical resolution for
all parties involved.

Surrogacy arrangements involve the process of matching intended parents with a surrogate mother,
coordinating medical procedures, legal documentation, and financial arrangements, and providing support
and guidance throughout the surrogacy process. These arrangements require careful planning,
communication, and cooperation between all parties involved to ensure a successful and ethical surrogacy
arrangement.
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