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Postgraduate Certificate in Mining Health and Safety Management

Safety Management Systems

Safety Management Systems (SMS) are comprehensive frameworks that organizations use to manage
health and safety risks in the workplace effectively. A successful SMS incorporates policies, procedures, and
processes to identify hazards, assess risks, and implement controls to prevent accidents and injuries. It aims
to create a culture of safety and continuous improvement within the organization.

SMS is crucial in the mining industry to ensure the well-being of workers and compliance with regulatory
requirements. It helps mining companies to proactively manage risks, reduce incidents, and enhance overall
safety performance.

Hazard refers to any potential source of harm or adverse health effect on people, property, or the
environment. Hazards in mining can include exposure to harmful substances, heavy machinery accidents, or
cave-ins. Identifying hazards is a critical step in developing effective safety measures.

Risk is the probability of a hazard causing harm and the severity of that harm. Risks in mining can vary
depending on the type of operation, equipment used, and environmental conditions. Understanding and
managing risks are essential to prevent accidents and protect workers.

Control measures are actions taken to eliminate or reduce risks associated with hazards. These can include
engineering controls (e.g., barriers, ventilation systems), administrative controls (e.g., training, procedures),
and personal protective equipment (PPE). Implementing control measures is essential to mitigate risks
effectively.

Hierarchy of controls is a systematic approach to selecting the most effective control measures. It ranks
controls from most effective to least effective: elimination, substitution, engineering controls, administrative
controls, and PPE. Following the hierarchy helps organizations prioritize measures that offer the greatest
protection.

Incident investigation is a process of identifying the root causes of accidents or near-misses to prevent
future occurrences. Investigations involve gathering evidence, analyzing data, and making
recommendations for corrective actions. Learning from incidents is essential for improving safety
performance.

Training and competence are key elements of a successful SMS. Workers must receive adequate training on
safety procedures, hazard recognition, and emergency response. Competent employees are essential for
implementing control measures effectively and promoting a culture of safety.

Safety culture refers to the values, beliefs, attitudes, and behaviors regarding safety within an organization.
A positive safety culture encourages open communication, active participation, and continuous
improvement in safety performance. Establishing a strong safety culture is critical for the success of an SMS.
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Compliance with health and safety regulations is a fundamental requirement for mining operations.
Companies must adhere to legislation, standards, and best practices to ensure the well-being of workers
and the community. Non-compliance can result in fines, legal actions, and reputational damage.

Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) are measurable values that demonstrate how effectively an organization
is achieving its safety objectives. KPIs can include incident rates, training completion rates, audit findings,
and safety culture assessments. Monitoring KPIs helps organizations track progress and identify areas for
improvement.

Risk assessment is a systematic process of identifying hazards, evaluating risks, and implementing controls
to mitigate those risks. Risk assessments in mining consider factors such as the nature of work, exposure
levels, and potential consequences of accidents. Conducting regular risk assessments is essential for
maintaining a safe work environment.

Emergency response is a set of procedures and protocols to follow in the event of an emergency, such as a
fire, explosion, or injury. Mining companies must have emergency response plans in place, conduct drills
regularly, and provide training to ensure a swift and effective response to emergencies.

Behavior-Based Safety (BBS) is an approach that focuses on changing behaviors to improve safety
performance. BBS programs involve observing and analyzing worker behaviors, providing feedback, and
implementing interventions to encourage safe practices. Incorporating BBS into an SMS can help reinforce a
culture of safety.

Continuous improvement is a fundamental principle of SMS that involves regularly reviewing and enhancing
safety processes. By collecting data, analyzing trends, and soliciting feedback, organizations can identify
opportunities for improvement and implement corrective actions. Continuous improvement is key to
evolving safety performance.

Contractor management is a critical aspect of safety in mining, as many operations involve contractors and
subcontractors. Companies must ensure that contractors comply with safety requirements, provide
adequate training, and follow established procedures. Effective contractor management is essential for
maintaining a safe work environment.

Audit and inspection processes are essential components of an SMS to assess compliance with safety
standards and identify areas for improvement. Audits involve a systematic review of safety practices,
documentation, and performance indicators, while inspections focus on physical conditions and compliance
with regulations.

Change management refers to the process of managing changes within an organization to ensure that
safety is not compromised. Changes in procedures, equipment, or personnel can introduce new risks, so
organizations must assess and control these risks effectively. Effective change management is crucial for
maintaining a safe work environment.

Root cause analysis is a methodical process of identifying the underlying causes of incidents or near-misses.
By investigating factors such as human error, equipment failure, and organizational issues, root cause

Read online: https://learnuni.com/guides/3260708/safety- LearnUNI - 27 Jun 2026
management-systems



LearnUNI GUIDE

LEARNING SHOULD BE FREE

analysis helps prevent similar incidents from occurring in the future. Identifying root causes is essential for
continuous improvement in safety.

Leading indicators are proactive measures that predict future safety performance. Leading indicators can
include safety training completion rates, near-miss reporting, and safety culture surveys. By focusing on
leading indicators, organizations can take preemptive actions to prevent accidents and injuries.

Management of Change (MOC) is a formal process for evaluating and managing changes that could impact
safety within an organization. MOC involves assessing risks, obtaining approvals, communicating changes,
and verifying that controls are in place. Implementing MOC procedures helps prevent incidents and ensure
operational continuity.

Workplace inspections are regular assessments of work areas to identify hazards and ensure compliance
with safety standards. Inspections involve examining equipment, work practices, and environmental
conditions to identify potential risks. Conducting workplace inspections is essential for maintaining a safe
work environment.

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) is equipment worn to minimize exposure to hazards that cannot be
eliminated through other control measures. PPE in mining can include helmets, gloves, goggles, and
respiratory protection. Providing and enforcing the use of appropriate PPE is essential for protecting
workers from harm.

Health and safety training is essential for ensuring that workers have the knowledge and skills to perform
their jobs safely. Training topics can include hazard recognition, emergency response, equipment operation,
and safety procedures. Ongoing training is critical for maintaining a competent workforce and preventing
accidents.

Emergency drills are simulated exercises conducted to practice emergency response procedures. Drills can
simulate scenarios such as fires, explosions, or evacuations to test the effectiveness of emergency plans and
the readiness of personnel. Conducting regular emergency drills helps ensure a swift and coordinated
response to real emergencies.

Occupational Health and Safety Management System (OHSMS) is a framework that organizations use to
manage occupational health and safety risks. OHSMS integrates policies, procedures, and processes to
promote worker well-being and prevent workplace injuries and ilinesses. Implementing an OHSMS is
essential for maintaining a safe work environment.

Environmental Management System (EMS) is a framework that organizations use to manage environmental

risks and minimize their impact on the environment. EMS integrates environmental policies, procedures, and
controls to promote sustainability and compliance with environmental regulations. Implementing an EMS is

crucial for responsible mining practices.

Behavioral safety observations are systematic assessments of worker behaviors to identify opportunities for
improvement. Observations involve watching employees perform tasks, providing feedback on safe
practices, and reinforcing positive behaviors. Conducting behavioral safety observations helps promote a
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culture of safety within the organization.

Corrective actions are measures taken to address deficiencies identified through audits, inspections,
incident investigations, or other processes. Corrective actions can include revising procedures, providing
additional training, or implementing new controls to prevent recurrence of issues. Timely and effective
corrective actions are essential for improving safety performance.

Leading safety indicators are predictive measures that signal potential improvements in safety performance.
Leading safety indicators can include near-miss reporting rates, safety training completion rates, and safety
culture assessments. Monitoring leading safety indicators helps organizations proactively address safety
risks.

Job safety analysis (JSA) is a process of breaking down job tasks to identify hazards and develop controls to
mitigate risks. JSA involves analyzing each step of a task, identifying potential hazards, and determining the
best way to prevent accidents. Conducting JSAs helps ensure that work is performed safely.

Occupational health focuses on protecting the health and well-being of workers in the workplace.
Occupational health programs address issues such as exposure to harmful substances, ergonomic risks, and
mental health concerns. Promoting occupational health is essential for maintaining a healthy and
productive workforce.

Root cause analysis (RCA) is a methodical process of identifying the underlying causes of incidents or near-
misses. RCA involves investigating factors such as human error, equipment failure, and organizational issues
to prevent similar incidents in the future. Conducting thorough RCAs helps improve safety performance.

Permit-to-work system is a formal process for authorizing high-risk activities in the workplace. Permit
systems require workers to obtain permission before performing tasks such as hot work, confined space
entry, or electrical maintenance. Implementing permit-to-work systems helps control hazards and prevent
incidents.

Emergency response plan (ERP) is a documented set of procedures to follow in the event of an emergency.
ERPs outline roles and responsibilities, communication protocols, evacuation procedures, and emergency
contacts. Having a well-developed ERP is essential for ensuring a coordinated and effective response to
emergencies.

Confined space entry refers to working in enclosed or partially enclosed spaces with limited access and
ventilation. Confined spaces in mining can include tanks, silos, and underground areas. Safely managing
confined space entry requires thorough risk assessments, control measures, and proper training for
personnel.

Chemical management involves the safe handling, storage, and disposal of hazardous chemicals in the
workplace. Chemical hazards in mining can include explosives, toxic substances, and flammable materials.
Implementing chemical management procedures helps prevent exposure and minimize risks to workers and
the environment.
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Workplace ergonomics focuses on designing work environments and tasks to fit the capabilities and
limitations of workers. Ergonomic risks in mining can include heavy lifting, awkward postures, and repetitive
motions. Addressing ergonomic issues through proper equipment design and training helps prevent
musculoskeletal injuries.

Health surveillance involves monitoring the health of workers to detect early signs of work-related illnesses
or injuries. Health surveillance programs can include medical exams, biological monitoring, and exposure
assessments. Conducting health surveillance is essential for protecting workers and complying with health
and safety regulations.

Drug and alcohol testing is a screening process to detect substance abuse among workers. Drug and
alcohol testing policies in mining aim to ensure a safe work environment and prevent accidents caused by
impaired individuals. Implementing testing programs helps deter substance abuse and promote workplace
safety.

Workplace violence prevention involves measures to protect employees from physical or psychological
harm in the workplace. Workplace violence risks in mining can include conflicts between workers, theft, or
external threats. Implementing prevention strategies, such as training, security measures, and reporting
systems, helps create a safe work environment.

Emergency response drills are simulated exercises conducted to practice emergency procedures and test
the readiness of personnel. Drills can simulate scenarios such as fires, explosions, or medical emergencies to
evaluate the effectiveness of emergency plans. Conducting regular emergency response drills helps ensure
a prompt and coordinated response to real emergencies.

Occupational hygiene focuses on preventing exposure to workplace hazards that can affect the health and
well-being of workers. Occupational hygiene programs address issues such as noise, vibration, dust, and
chemical exposures. Promoting occupational hygiene is essential for protecting workers from occupational
illnesses.

Heat stress management involves measures to prevent heat-related illnesses among workers exposed to
high temperatures. Heat stress risks in mining can include working in hot environments or wearing
protective clothing. Implementing heat stress management strategies, such as hydration programs and rest
breaks, helps protect workers from heat-related illnesses.

Emergency response team is a group of trained individuals responsible for responding to emergencies in
the workplace. Emergency response teams can include first aiders, fire wardens, and rescue personnel.
Ensuring that emergency response teams are well-trained and equipped is essential for a prompt and
effective response to emergencies.

Workplace inspections are regular assessments of work areas to identify hazards and ensure compliance
with safety standards. Inspections involve examining equipment, work practices, and environmental
conditions to identify potential risks. Conducting workplace inspections is essential for maintaining a safe
work environment.
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Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) is equipment worn to minimize exposure to hazards that cannot be
eliminated through other control measures. PPE in mining can include helmets, gloves, goggles, and
respiratory protection. Providing and enforcing the use of appropriate PPE is essential for protecting
workers from harm.

Health and safety training is essential for ensuring that workers have the knowledge and skills to perform
their jobs safely. Training topics can include hazard recognition, emergency response, equipment operation,
and safety procedures. Ongoing training is critical for maintaining a competent workforce and preventing
accidents.

Emergency drills are simulated exercises conducted to practice emergency response procedures. Drills can
simulate scenarios such as fires, explosions, or evacuations to test the effectiveness of emergency plans and
the readiness of personnel. Conducting regular emergency drills helps ensure a swift and coordinated
response to real emergencies.

Occupational Health and Safety Management System (OHSMS) is a framework that organizations use to
manage occupational health and safety risks. OHSMS integrates policies, procedures, and processes to
promote worker well-being and prevent workplace injuries and illnesses. Implementing an OHSMS is
essential for maintaining a safe work environment.

Environmental Management System (EMS) is a framework that organizations use to manage environmental

risks and minimize their impact on the environment. EMS integrates environmental policies, procedures, and
controls to promote sustainability and compliance with environmental regulations. Implementing an EMS is

crucial for responsible mining practices.

Behavioral safety observations are systematic assessments of worker behaviors to identify opportunities for
improvement. Observations involve watching employees perform tasks, providing feedback on safe
practices, and reinforcing positive behaviors. Conducting behavioral safety observations helps promote a
culture of safety within the organization.

Corrective actions are measures taken to address deficiencies identified through audits, inspections,
incident investigations, or other processes. Corrective actions can include revising procedures, providing
additional training, or implementing new controls to prevent recurrence of issues. Timely and effective
corrective actions are essential for improving safety performance.

Leading safety indicators are predictive measures that signal potential improvements in safety performance.
Leading safety indicators can include near-miss reporting rates, safety training completion rates, and safety
culture assessments. Monitoring leading safety indicators helps organizations proactively address safety
risks.

Job safety analysis (JSA) is a process of breaking down job tasks to identify hazards and develop controls to
mitigate risks. JSA involves analyzing each step of a task, identifying potential hazards, and determining the
best way to prevent accidents. Conducting JSAs helps ensure that work is performed safely.

Occupational health focuses on protecting the health and well-being of workers in the workplace.
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Occupational health programs address issues such as exposure to harmful substances, ergonomic risks, and
mental health concerns. Promoting occupational health is essential for maintaining a healthy and
productive workforce.

Root cause analysis (RCA) is a methodical process of identifying the underlying causes of incidents or near-
misses. RCA involves investigating factors such as human error, equipment failure, and organizational issues
to prevent similar incidents in the future. Conducting thorough RCAs helps improve safety performance.

Permit-to-work system is a formal process for authorizing high-risk activities in the workplace. Permit
systems require workers to obtain permission before performing tasks such as hot work, confined space
entry, or electrical maintenance. Implementing permit-to-work systems helps control hazards and prevent
incidents.

Emergency response plan (ERP) is a documented set of procedures to follow in the event of an emergency.
ERPs outline roles and responsibilities, communication protocols, evacuation procedures, and emergency
contacts. Having a well-developed ERP is essential for ensuring a coordinated and effective response to
emergencies.

Confined space entry refers to working in enclosed or partially enclosed spaces with limited access and
ventilation. Confined spaces in mining can include tanks, silos, and underground areas. Safely managing
confined space entry requires thorough risk assessments, control measures, and proper training for
personnel.

Chemical management involves the safe handling, storage, and disposal of hazardous chemicals in the
workplace. Chemical hazards in mining can include explosives, toxic substances, and flammable materials.
Implementing chemical management procedures helps prevent exposure and minimize risks to workers and
the environment.

Workplace ergonomics focuses on designing work environments and tasks to fit the capabilities and
limitations of workers. Ergonomic risks in mining can include heavy lifting, awkward postures, and repetitive
motions. Addressing ergonomic issues through proper equipment design and training helps prevent
musculoskeletal injuries.

Health surveillance involves monitoring the health of workers to detect early signs of work-related illnesses
or injuries. Health surveillance programs can include medical exams, biological monitoring, and exposure
assessments. Conducting health surveillance is essential for protecting workers and complying with health
and safety regulations.

Drug and alcohol testing is a screening process to detect substance abuse among workers. Drug and
alcohol testing policies in mining aim to ensure a safe work environment and prevent accidents caused by
impaired individuals. Implementing testing programs helps deter substance abuse and promote workplace
safety.

Workplace violence prevention involves measures to protect employees from physical or psychological
harm in the workplace. Workplace violence risks in mining can include conflicts between workers, theft, or
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external threats. Implementing prevention strategies, such as training, security measures, and reporting
systems, helps create a safe work environment.

Emergency response drills are simulated exercises conducted to practice emergency procedures and test
the readiness of personnel. Drills can simulate scenarios such as fires, explosions, or medical emergencies to
evaluate the effectiveness of emergency plans. Conducting regular emergency response drills helps ensure
a prompt and coordinated response to real emergencies.

Occupational hygiene focuses on preventing exposure to workplace hazards that can affect the health and
well-being of workers. Occupational hygiene programs address issues such as noise, vibration, dust, and
chemical exposures. Promoting occupational hygiene is essential for protecting workers from occupational
illnesses.

Heat stress management involves measures to prevent heat-related illnesses among workers exposed to
high temperatures. Heat stress risks in mining can include working in hot environments or wearing
protective clothing. Implementing heat stress management strategies, such as hydration programs and rest
breaks, helps protect workers from heat-related illnesses.

Emergency response team is a group of trained individuals responsible for responding to emergencies in
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