
G U I D E

Advanced Professional Certificate in Business and Law

Intellectual Property Law

Intellectual Property Law: Intellectual Property Law is a branch of law that deals with the protection of
creative works and inventions. It encompasses various legal principles and rules that govern the ownership
and use of intellectual property.

Key Terms and Vocabulary:

1. Intellectual Property: Intellectual property refers to creations of the mind, such as inventions, literary and
artistic works, designs, symbols, names, and images used in commerce. It is protected by law through
patents, copyrights, trademarks, and trade secrets.

2. Patent: A patent is a form of intellectual property that gives an inventor the exclusive right to make, use,
and sell an invention for a limited period, typically 20 years from the filing date of the patent application.

3. Copyright: Copyright is a form of protection granted to the creators of "original works of authorship,"
including literary, artistic, musical, and certain other intellectual works. It gives the creator the exclusive right
to reproduce, distribute, perform, display, or license their work.

4. Trademark: A trademark is a word, phrase, symbol, or design that identifies and distinguishes the source
of goods or services of one party from those of others. It helps consumers identify and choose products or
services based on their quality and reputation.

5. Trade Secret: A trade secret is confidential information that provides a competitive advantage to a
business. It can include formulas, processes, methods, designs, or any other information that is not
generally known or readily ascertainable by others.

6. Infringement: Infringement occurs when someone uses, sells, or distributes intellectual property without
the permission of the owner. It is a violation of the exclusive rights granted to the owner of the intellectual
property.

7. Fair Use: Fair use is a doctrine in copyright law that allows limited use of copyrighted material without
permission from the copyright owner. It is based on the principle that certain uses of copyrighted works are
considered acceptable for purposes such as criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching, scholarship, or
research.

8. Licensing: Licensing is the process of granting permission to another party to use intellectual property
rights in exchange for a fee or royalty. It allows the owner to generate revenue from their intellectual
property while retaining ownership.

9. Public Domain: Public domain refers to works that are not protected by intellectual property laws and are
freely available for use by the public. Works in the public domain may include expired copyrights, works

Read online: https://learnuni.com/guides/3272783/intellectual-
property-law

LearnUNI · 22 Jun 2026



G U I D E

created by the government, or works explicitly dedicated to the public domain by the creator.

10. Trade Dress: Trade dress refers to the visual appearance of a product or its packaging that distinguishes
it from other products in the market. It can include features such as color, design, shape, or combination of
elements that create a unique and identifiable look.

11. Patent Troll: A patent troll is a person or company that enforces patents against alleged infringers in an
aggressive manner, often with no intention of manufacturing or marketing the patented invention. Patent
trolls are criticized for exploiting the patent system for financial gain.

12. Intellectual Property Rights: Intellectual property rights are legal rights that protect the creations of the
mind. They include patents, copyrights, trademarks, trade secrets, and other forms of intellectual property
protection that grant exclusive rights to the creator or owner.

13. Utility Patent: A utility patent is a type of patent that protects new and useful processes, machines,
articles of manufacture, or compositions of matter. It is the most common type of patent and provides the
broadest protection for inventions.

14. Design Patent: A design patent protects the ornamental design of a functional item. It covers the unique
appearance or design of a product, such as its shape, surface ornamentation, or configuration.

15. Prior Art: Prior art refers to any information that has been made available to the public before a given
date that might be relevant to a patent's claim of originality. It includes patents, published articles, product
descriptions, and other public disclosures.

16. Non-Disclosure Agreement: A non-disclosure agreement (NDA) is a legal contract between two or more
parties that outlines confidential information that the parties wish to share with one another for certain
purposes but wish to restrict access to or by third parties.

17. Intellectual Property Audit: An intellectual property audit is a systematic review of a company's
intellectual property assets, including patents, trademarks, copyrights, and trade secrets, to assess their
value, strength, and potential risks.

18. Infringement Analysis: Infringement analysis is a legal process that evaluates whether a product or
service infringes on the intellectual property rights of another party. It involves comparing the claims of a
patent or copyright to the accused product or service to determine if there is infringement.

19. Counterfeiting: Counterfeiting is the unauthorized reproduction or imitation of a product with the intent
to deceive consumers into believing that the counterfeit is the genuine product. It is a form of intellectual
property infringement that can harm the reputation and sales of the original product.

20. Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA): The Digital Millennium Copyright Act is a U.S. copyright law
that criminalizes the production and dissemination of technology, devices, or services intended to
circumvent measures that control access to copyrighted works. It also provides safe harbors for online
service providers who act in good faith to remove infringing content.
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21. Patentability: Patentability refers to the criteria that an invention must meet to be eligible for patent
protection. In general, an invention must be novel, non-obvious, useful, and adequately disclosed to be
considered patentable.

22. Licensing Agreement: A licensing agreement is a contract between an intellectual property owner
(licensor) and another party (licensee) that grants the licensee the right to use the intellectual property in
exchange for a fee or royalty. It outlines the terms and conditions of the licensing arrangement.

23. Brand Protection: Brand protection refers to the strategies and measures taken by a company to
safeguard its brand from infringement, counterfeiting, and unauthorized use. It involves monitoring the
marketplace, enforcing intellectual property rights, and educating consumers about the company's
authentic products.

24. Intellectual Property Portfolio: An intellectual property portfolio is a collection of intellectual property
assets owned by an individual or company. It includes patents, trademarks, copyrights, trade secrets, and
other forms of intellectual property protection that contribute to the company's competitive advantage and
value.

25. IP Strategy: An IP strategy is a plan developed by a company to effectively manage and leverage its
intellectual property assets to achieve business objectives. It involves identifying, protecting, and exploiting
intellectual property rights to enhance innovation, competitiveness, and growth.

26. IP Litigation: IP litigation refers to legal disputes involving intellectual property rights, such as patents,
copyrights, trademarks, and trade secrets. It may involve infringement claims, invalidity challenges, licensing
disputes, or other issues related to the ownership and use of intellectual property.

27. IP Valuation: IP valuation is the process of determining the monetary value of intellectual property
assets. It involves assessing the market potential, competitive advantage, and income-generating
capabilities of intellectual property to provide an accurate valuation for licensing, sales, or strategic
decision-making.

28. Open Source Software: Open source software is software that is distributed with a license that allows
users to access, modify, and distribute the source code freely. It promotes collaboration, transparency, and
innovation by enabling developers to build upon existing software and share improvements with the
community.

29. Data Protection: Data protection refers to the practices and measures taken to safeguard personal or
sensitive information from unauthorized access, use, disclosure, or loss. It includes compliance with data
privacy laws, security protocols, and data management policies to protect data from breaches and misuse.

30. Cybersecurity: Cybersecurity is the practice of protecting computer systems, networks, and data from
cyber threats, such as hacking, malware, phishing, and ransomware. It involves implementing security
measures, monitoring for vulnerabilities, and responding to security incidents to prevent unauthorized
access and data breaches.

Read online: https://learnuni.com/guides/3272783/intellectual-
property-law

LearnUNI · 22 Jun 2026



G U I D E

31. IP Enforcement: IP enforcement refers to the actions taken by intellectual property owners to protect
their rights and prevent infringement or unauthorized use of their intellectual property. It may involve legal
proceedings, cease-and-desist letters, customs enforcement, or other measures to enforce intellectual
property rights.

32. Geographical Indication: A geographical indication is a sign used on products that have a specific
geographical origin and possess qualities, reputation, or characteristics that are essentially attributable to
that place of origin. It helps consumers identify and choose products based on their unique geographical
origin and quality standards.

33. Utility Model: A utility model is a form of intellectual property protection that is similar to a patent but
provides shorter and less rigorous protection for inventions that are new and industrially applicable. It is
often used in countries that do not have a full-fledged patent system.

34. Plant Variety Protection: Plant variety protection is a form of intellectual property protection that grants
the breeder exclusive rights to sell, produce, and distribute a new plant variety for a limited period. It
ensures that breeders receive recognition and reward for their efforts in developing new plant varieties.

35. Intellectual Property Office: An Intellectual Property Office is a government agency responsible for
granting and enforcing intellectual property rights, such as patents, trademarks, and copyrights. It provides
services related to the registration, examination, and maintenance of intellectual property rights in a
particular jurisdiction.

36. IP Due Diligence: IP due diligence is the process of investigating and evaluating the intellectual property
assets of a company or individual to assess their value, ownership, and potential risks. It is often conducted
during mergers, acquisitions, investments, or licensing agreements to ensure that intellectual property
rights are properly managed and protected.

37. IP Assignment: IP assignment is the transfer of ownership rights of intellectual property from one party
to another through a legal agreement. It involves the complete transfer of rights, title, and interest in the
intellectual property, allowing the assignee to use, sell, or license the intellectual property.

38. IP Infringement Remedies: IP infringement remedies are legal actions that intellectual property owners
can take to enforce their rights and seek compensation for damages caused by infringement. Remedies may
include injunctions, damages, royalties, attorney fees, or other measures to stop unauthorized use and
recover losses.

39. IP Cross-Licensing: IP cross-licensing is a mutual agreement between two or more parties to exchange
licenses for the use of each other's intellectual property. It allows the parties to access and leverage each
other's intellectual property assets to develop new products, enter new markets, or resolve disputes without
litigation.

40. IP Watch List: An IP watch list is a monitoring system used to track and identify potential threats to
intellectual property rights, such as trademark infringements, patent applications, or counterfeit products. It
helps intellectual property owners anticipate risks, take preventive actions, and protect their intellectual
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property assets.

41. IP Insurance: IP insurance is a type of insurance policy that provides coverage for legal costs, damages,
and other expenses related to intellectual property disputes. It helps companies mitigate the financial risks
associated with IP litigation, infringement claims, or other IP-related challenges.

42. IP Prosecution: IP prosecution is the process of preparing and filing applications for intellectual property
rights, such as patents, trademarks, or copyrights, with the appropriate government agencies. It involves
working with patent attorneys, trademark agents, or IP professionals to secure and protect intellectual
property assets.

43. IP Monitoring: IP monitoring is the ongoing surveillance and analysis of intellectual property rights to
detect infringements, unauthorized uses, or potential risks. It involves monitoring trademark registrations,
patent applications, online content, and other sources to protect and enforce intellectual property rights.

44. IP Due Date Management: IP due date management is the process of tracking and managing important
deadlines and timelines related to intellectual property rights, such as patent filings, trademark renewals, or
copyright registrations. It ensures that intellectual property owners comply with legal requirements and
maintain their rights.

45. IP Compliance: IP compliance refers to the adherence to laws, regulations, and best practices related to
intellectual property rights. It involves ensuring that intellectual property assets are properly managed,
protected, and used in accordance with legal requirements to avoid infringement, disputes, or penalties.

46. IP Risk Assessment: IP risk assessment is the evaluation of potential threats, vulnerabilities, and liabilities
associated with intellectual property assets. It helps companies identify and prioritize risks, implement
preventive measures, and mitigate the impact of intellectual property challenges on their business
operations.

47. IP Due Diligence Checklist: An IP due diligence checklist is a structured list of items and questions used
to conduct a thorough review of intellectual property assets during mergers, acquisitions, investments, or
other transactions. It helps identify and assess risks, opportunities, and compliance issues related to
intellectual property rights.

48. IP Dispute Resolution: IP dispute resolution is the process of resolving conflicts, disagreements, or legal
disputes related to intellectual property rights. It may involve negotiation, mediation, arbitration, or
litigation to settle disputes, enforce rights, or reach a mutually acceptable resolution between parties.

49. IP Protection Strategies: IP protection strategies are proactive measures and practices used to safeguard
intellectual property assets from infringement, counterfeiting, or unauthorized use. They may include
registration, enforcement, licensing, monitoring, and other strategies to protect and maximize the value of
intellectual property rights.

50. IP Licensing Models: IP licensing models are structured agreements and arrangements used to license
intellectual property rights to third parties. They may include exclusive licenses, non-exclusive licenses,
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royalty-free licenses, or other licensing models that define the rights, obligations, and terms of use for the
licensed intellectual property.

51. IP Asset Management: IP asset management is the systematic approach to identifying, protecting, and
leveraging intellectual property assets to create value for a company or individual. It involves assessing,
valuing, and managing intellectual property rights to maximize their strategic, financial, and competitive
benefits.

52. IP Innovation Strategy: IP innovation strategy is a plan developed by a company to foster creativity,
innovation, and the development of new intellectual property assets. It involves aligning intellectual
property rights with business goals, market trends, and technological advancements to drive growth,
competitiveness, and sustainability.

53. IP Portfolio Optimization: IP portfolio optimization is the process of evaluating, restructuring, and
enhancing the value of intellectual property assets to align with business objectives and market
opportunities. It involves identifying, consolidating, divesting, or acquiring intellectual property rights to
optimize their impact on the company's bottom line.

54. IP Compliance Training: IP compliance training is a program designed to educate employees,
stakeholders, or partners about intellectual property laws, regulations, and best practices. It helps raise
awareness, promote ethical behavior, and reduce the risks of intellectual property infringements, disputes,
or legal liabilities.

55. IP Litigation Support: IP litigation support is the assistance provided to intellectual property owners or
legal teams in preparing, managing, and resolving intellectual property disputes through litigation. It may
involve research, analysis, evidence gathering, expert testimony, or other support services to strengthen the
case and protect intellectual property rights.

56. IP Due Diligence Report: An IP due diligence report is a comprehensive document that summarizes the
findings, conclusions, and recommendations from an intellectual property due diligence investigation. It
provides insights, assessments, and risk profiles related to intellectual property assets to support decision-
making, negotiations, or transactions.

57. IP Enforcement Strategies: IP enforcement strategies are the tactics and actions used to protect, enforce,
and defend intellectual property rights against infringement, counterfeiting, or unauthorized use. They may
involve legal proceedings, cease-and-desist letters, customs enforcement, or other measures to safeguard
intellectual property assets and reputation.

58. IP Compliance Program: An IP compliance program is a set of policies, procedures, and controls
implemented by a company to ensure the proper management, protection, and use of intellectual property
assets. It helps companies comply with legal requirements, mitigate risks, and promote a culture of
intellectual property responsibility across the organization.

59. IP Risk Management: IP risk management is the process of identifying, assessing, and mitigating risks
associated with intellectual property assets. It involves analyzing threats, vulnerabilities, and opportunities
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related to intellectual property rights to develop strategies, controls, and safeguards that protect the
company's intellectual property interests.

60. IP Due Diligence Process: An IP due diligence process is a systematic method for investigating and
evaluating intellectual property assets during mergers, acquisitions, investments, or other transactions. It
involves conducting audits, assessments, and analyses of intellectual property rights to identify risks,
opportunities, and compliance issues that may impact the transaction.

61. IP Dispute Resolution Mechanisms: IP dispute resolution mechanisms are formal processes and
procedures used to resolve conflicts, disagreements, or legal disputes related to intellectual property rights.
They may include negotiation, mediation, arbitration, litigation, or alternative dispute resolution methods to
address disputes, enforce rights, or reach a resolution between parties.

62. IP Protection Policies: IP protection policies are guidelines, rules, and standards established by a
company to safeguard its intellectual property assets from infringement, counterfeiting, or unauthorized
use. They define the responsibilities, procedures, and controls for managing intellectual property rights to
ensure compliance, security, and value creation.

63. IP Licensing Agreements: IP licensing agreements are formal contracts between an intellectual property
owner (licensor) and another party (licensee) that grant the licensee the right to use the intellectual property
in exchange for a fee or royalty. They outline the terms, conditions, and rights associated with the licensing
arrangement to protect the interests of both parties.

64. IP Asset Valuation: IP asset valuation is the process of determining the monetary worth of intellectual
property assets based on their market value, income potential, competitive advantage, and other factors. It
helps companies assess, leverage, and monetize their intellectual property rights through licensing, sales,
investments, or other strategic initiatives.

65. IP Innovation Management: IP innovation management is the practice of fostering creativity, invention,
and the development of new intellectual property assets within an organization. It involves establishing
processes, incentives, and resources to support innovation, protect intellectual property rights, and drive
business growth through intellectual property innovation.

66. IP Portfolio Review: An IP portfolio review is a comprehensive assessment of a company's intellectual
property assets, including patents, trademarks, copyrights, trade secrets, and other rights. It helps
companies evaluate the strength, value, and alignment of their intellectual property portfolio with business
goals, market trends, and competitive strategies.

67. IP Compliance Framework:
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