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Undergraduate Certificate in Customs Law in International Trade

Introduction to Customs Law

Introduction to Customs Law:
Customs law is a crucial aspect of international trade that governs the movement of goods across borders.
Understanding customs law is essential for businesses engaged in import and export activities to comply
with regulations and avoid penalties. In this course, we will explore key terms and concepts in customs law
to provide a solid foundation for navigating the complexities of international trade.

Key Terms and Vocabulary:

1. Customs:
Customs refer to the authorities responsible for regulating the flow of goods in and out of a country.
Customs officials enforce import and export regulations, collect duties and taxes, and prevent illegal
activities such as smuggling.

2. Tariff:
A tariff is a tax imposed by a government on goods imported into or exported out of a country. Tariffs are
used to protect domestic industries, generate revenue, and regulate trade with other nations.

3. Harmonized System (HS) Code:
The Harmonized System is an international nomenclature for the classification of products traded across
borders. Each product is assigned a unique HS code that helps customs authorities identify and classify
goods for customs clearance purposes.

4. Customs Valuation:
Customs valuation is the process of determining the value of imported goods for the assessment of duties
and taxes. Various methods, such as transaction value, deductive value, and computed value, are used to
establish the customs value of goods.

5. Rules of Origin:
Rules of origin establish the country in which a product is considered to originate for customs purposes.
Understanding rules of origin is critical for determining eligibility for preferential trade agreements and
applying the appropriate tariff rates.

6. Free Trade Agreement (FTA):
A free trade agreement is a pact between two or more countries to reduce or eliminate tariffs and other
trade barriers on goods traded between them. FTAs promote trade liberalization and facilitate economic
cooperation among participating nations.

7. Customs Broker:
A customs broker is a licensed professional who assists importers and exporters in complying with customs
regulations and procedures. Customs brokers facilitate the clearance of goods through customs, prepare
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documentation, and ensure compliance with import and export requirements.

8. Anti-Dumping Duty:
An anti-dumping duty is a tariff imposed on imported goods that are priced below fair market value,
causing injury to domestic industries. Anti-dumping duties are intended to protect domestic producers
from unfair competition and dumping practices.

9. Customs Compliance:
Customs compliance refers to the adherence to customs laws, regulations, and procedures by importers and
exporters. Maintaining customs compliance is essential for avoiding penalties, delays, and other
consequences that may arise from non-compliance.

10. Risk Management:
Risk management in customs involves assessing and mitigating potential risks associated with international
trade activities. Customs authorities use risk management tools and techniques to target high-risk
shipments for inspection and enforcement actions.

11. Import Duty:
An import duty is a tax imposed on goods imported into a country. Import duties are calculated based on
the customs value of the goods and are collected by customs authorities at the point of entry.

12. Export Control:
Export control regulations restrict the export of certain goods, technologies, and services to prevent them
from falling into the wrong hands. Export controls aim to protect national security, prevent terrorism, and
enforce trade embargoes.

13. Customs Union:
A customs union is a form of economic integration in which member countries abolish internal tariffs and
adopt a common external tariff on goods imported from outside the union. Customs unions promote trade
harmonization and facilitate cross-border trade among member states.

14. Excise Duty:
Excise duty is a tax imposed on specific goods such as alcohol, tobacco, and fuel produced or consumed
within a country. Excise duties are levied on a per unit basis and are collected by customs authorities or
other government agencies.

15. Inward Processing Relief (IPR):
Inward Processing Relief is a customs procedure that allows importers to temporarily import goods for
processing or repair without paying customs duties. IPR enables businesses to enhance their
competitiveness by reducing production costs.

16. Transit:
Transit refers to the movement of goods across one or more countries under customs supervision without
being subject to import duties or other restrictions. Transit procedures facilitate the smooth flow of goods
through multiple jurisdictions.

Read online: https://learnuni.com/guides/3278623/introduction-to-
customs-law

LearnUNI · 28 Jun 2026



G U I D E

17. Intellectual Property Rights (IPR):
Intellectual property rights protect the creations of the mind, such as inventions, trademarks, and
copyrights, from unauthorized use or infringement. Customs authorities play a crucial role in enforcing IPR
by seizing counterfeit goods at borders.

18. Single Window:
A Single Window system is a digital platform that enables traders to submit all necessary customs
documentation and information through a single point of entry. Single Window systems streamline customs
procedures, reduce paperwork, and enhance trade efficiency.

19. Authorized Economic Operator (AEO):
An Authorized Economic Operator is a trusted trader certified by customs authorities for demonstrating a
high level of compliance and security standards. AEOs receive benefits such as simplified customs
procedures and reduced inspections.

20. Non-Tariff Barrier (NTB):
A non-tariff barrier is a restriction or regulation other than a tariff that hinders trade flows between
countries. NTBs include quotas, licensing requirements, and technical standards that can impede market
access for goods.

21. Supply Chain Security:
Supply chain security involves implementing measures to protect the integrity of the supply chain and
prevent unauthorized access to goods during transportation. Customs authorities collaborate with industry
stakeholders to enhance supply chain security.

22. Preferential Tariff Treatment:
Preferential tariff treatment allows eligible goods from certain countries to enter another country at lower or
zero tariff rates under a trade agreement. Understanding the rules of origin is crucial for claiming
preferential tariff treatment.

23. Temporary Admission:
Temporary admission is a customs procedure that allows goods to enter a country for a specific purpose or
period without paying import duties. Temporary admission facilitates activities such as trade shows, repairs,
and exhibitions.

24. Customs Seizure:
Customs seizure occurs when customs authorities confiscate goods that violate import or export
regulations, such as prohibited items or counterfeit products. Seized goods may be forfeited, destroyed, or
subject to legal proceedings.

25. Anti-Circumvention Measures:
Anti-circumvention measures are actions taken by customs authorities to prevent traders from evading
trade remedies or duties through fraudulent means. Customs officials use risk analysis and intelligence to
detect and deter circumvention practices.
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26. Preferential Origin Criteria:
Preferential origin criteria specify the conditions that goods must meet to qualify for preferential tariff
treatment under a trade agreement. Criteria may include minimum processing requirements, value-added
thresholds, or regional content rules.

27. Border Security:
Border security encompasses measures taken to protect a country's borders from threats such as terrorism,
smuggling, and illegal immigration. Customs authorities collaborate with other agencies to enhance border
security and facilitate legitimate trade.

28. Valuation Methods:
Valuation methods are used to determine the customs value of imported goods for duty assessment
purposes. Common valuation methods include the transaction value method, deductive value method, and
computed value method.

29. Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA):
A preferential trade agreement is a pact between countries to reduce tariffs on specific goods traded
between them. PTAs promote economic cooperation, regional integration, and market access for
participating countries.

30. Customs Declaration:
A customs declaration is a document submitted by importers or exporters to customs authorities to declare
the details of goods being imported or exported. Customs declarations include information on the nature,
quantity, and value of the goods.

31. Risk Assessment:
Risk assessment involves evaluating the likelihood and potential impact of risks associated with
international trade activities. Customs authorities use risk assessment tools to target high-risk shipments for
inspection and enforcement actions.

32. Export Duty:
An export duty is a tax imposed on goods exported out of a country. Export duties may be levied to
regulate exports, protect domestic industries, or generate revenue for the government.

33. Intellectual Property Infringement:
Intellectual property infringement occurs when unauthorized parties use, reproduce, or distribute
intellectual property without the owner's permission. Customs authorities combat intellectual property
infringement by seizing counterfeit goods and penalizing infringers.

34. Transit Document:
A transit document is a form or certificate issued by customs authorities to authorize the movement of
goods through a country or region without being subject to import duties. Transit documents facilitate the
smooth flow of goods in transit.

35. Authorized Economic Operator (AEO) Program:
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The Authorized Economic Operator program is a voluntary certification scheme that recognizes traders who
meet specific security and compliance standards set by customs authorities. AEOs enjoy benefits such as
simplified customs procedures and expedited clearance.

36. Non-Tariff Measure (NTM):
A non-tariff measure is any policy or regulation other than a tariff that affects trade flows between
countries. NTMs include sanitary and phytosanitary standards, technical barriers to trade, and import
licensing requirements.

37. Supply Chain Management:
Supply chain management involves overseeing the flow of goods and services from the point of origin to
the point of consumption. Effective supply chain management requires coordination, collaboration, and
optimization of processes to meet customer demands.

38. Rules of Cumulation:
Rules of cumulation allow producers to use materials or components from multiple countries to qualify for
preferential tariff treatment under a trade agreement. Cumulation provisions promote regional value chains
and support economic integration.

39. Temporary Export:
Temporary export is a customs procedure that allows goods to leave a country temporarily for a specific
purpose, such as repairs or exhibitions, without losing their status as domestic goods. Temporary exports
are subject to re-importation within a specified timeframe.

40. Customs Cooperation:
Customs cooperation involves collaboration between customs authorities of different countries to exchange
information, streamline procedures, and combat cross-border crimes. Customs cooperation enhances trade
facilitation and strengthens border security.

41. Valuation Database:
A valuation database is a repository of information on transaction values of goods imported into a country.
Customs authorities use valuation databases to verify the accuracy of declared values and detect instances
of undervaluation or fraud.

42. Preferential Tariff Certificate:
A preferential tariff certificate is a document issued by the exporting country to certify that goods meet the
origin criteria for preferential tariff treatment under a trade agreement. Importers present the certificate to
claim reduced tariff rates at customs.

43. Border Management:
Border management involves implementing policies, procedures, and technologies to secure a country's
borders and facilitate the movement of goods and people. Effective border management balances security
and trade facilitation objectives.

44. Valuation Verification:
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Valuation verification is a process conducted by customs authorities to verify the accuracy of declared
values of imported goods. Customs officials may request additional documentation or conduct physical
inspections to validate the customs value of goods.

45. Export Control List:
An export control list is a compilation of goods, technologies, and services subject to export controls to
protect national security, prevent proliferation, or enforce trade embargoes. Exporters must comply with
export control lists to ensure lawful trade practices.

46. Transit Guarantee:
A transit guarantee is a financial security or bond provided by a transporter to customs authorities to ensure
the payment of duties and taxes on goods in transit. Transit guarantees mitigate the risk of revenue loss for
customs administrations.

47. Advance Ruling:
An advance ruling is a decision issued by customs authorities on the classification, origin, or valuation of
goods before importation or exportation. Importers and exporters can request advance rulings to obtain
certainty on customs matters.

48. Risk Profiling:
Risk profiling involves categorizing traders and shipments based on their compliance history, transaction
patterns, and other risk indicators. Customs authorities use risk profiling to prioritize resources and target
high-risk shipments for inspection.

49. Export Processing Zone (EPZ):
An export processing zone is a designated area within a country where special customs and tax incentives
are provided to attract export-oriented industries. EPZs promote economic development, job creation, and
foreign direct investment.

50. Customs Audit:
A customs audit is an examination of a trader's customs compliance records, procedures, and transactions
by customs authorities to verify compliance with customs laws and regulations. Customs audits help identify
errors, discrepancies, and areas for improvement in customs practices.

Conclusion:
The key terms and vocabulary discussed in this course provide a comprehensive understanding of customs
law in international trade. By mastering these concepts, businesses can navigate the complexities of
customs regulations, ensure compliance, and optimize their import and export operations. Customs law
plays a vital role in facilitating global trade while protecting national interests and ensuring the integrity of
the supply chain.
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