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Graduate Certificate in Cultural Mapping of Urban Spaces

Public Art and Cultural Landscapes

Public Art:

Public art refers to artistic creations that are publicly accessible and often installed in public spaces such as
parks, plazas, and streets. Public art can take various forms, including sculptures, murals, mosaics, and street
art. Public art is often commissioned by government agencies, non-profit organizations, or private
developers and is intended to enrich the community's cultural and aesthetic environment. Public art can
also serve as a means of community engagement and activation, fostering a sense of belonging and pride
among local residents.

Cultural Landscapes:

Cultural landscapes refer to areas that have been modified or shaped by human activities over time,
resulting in a distinct cultural and natural character. Cultural landscapes can include rural and urban areas,
parks, gardens, cemeteries, and industrial sites. They reflect the values, beliefs, and traditions of the people
who inhabit or use them and can serve as a means of preserving cultural heritage. Cultural landscapes can
also provide opportunities for recreation, education, and inspiration.

Graduate Certificate in Cultural Mapping of Urban Spaces:

The Graduate Certificate in Cultural Mapping of Urban Spaces is a program that focuses on the use of
digital tools and techniques to document, analyze, and visualize the cultural and spatial characteristics of
urban environments. The program includes courses on topics such as urban geography, digital cartography,
public art, and cultural heritage preservation. Students in the program learn how to use geographic
information systems (GIS) and other digital tools to create maps, databases, and other visualizations that
can help communities better understand and manage their cultural resources.

Key Terms and Vocabulary:

1. Cultural Assets: Cultural assets refer to the tangible and intangible resources that contribute to a
community's cultural identity and heritage. Cultural assets can include historic buildings, public art,
traditional arts and crafts, cultural events, and community traditions.

2. Cultural Mapping: Cultural mapping is the process of documenting and analyzing the cultural and spatial
characteristics of a place or community. Cultural mapping can involve creating maps, databases, and other
visualizations that capture the location, distribution, and characteristics of cultural assets.

3. Community Engagement: Community engagement refers to the process of involving local residents,
organizations, and stakeholders in the planning, implementation, and management of public art and
cultural landscapes. Community engagement can help ensure that public art and cultural landscapes reflect
the values, needs, and interests of the communities they serve.

4. Placemaking: Placemaking is the process of creating or enhancing public spaces to foster community
engagement, social interaction, and a sense of place. Placemaking can involve the installation of public art,
the creation of parks and gardens, and the activation of streets and sidewalks.
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5. Cultural Heritage Preservation: Cultural heritage preservation refers to the protection and conservation of
cultural resources, including historic buildings, public art, and traditional arts and crafts. Cultural heritage
preservation can involve the restoration of historic buildings, the documentation of traditional arts and
crafts, and the development of policies and guidelines to protect cultural resources.

6. Digital Cartography: Digital cartography refers to the use of digital tools and techniques to create maps
and other visualizations of geographic information. Digital cartography can include the use of geographic
information systems (GIS), global positioning systems (GPS), and remote sensing technologies.

7. Geographic Information Systems (GIS): GIS is a digital tool that allows users to create, analyze, and
visualize geographic information. GIS can be used to create maps, databases, and other visualizations that
capture the location, distribution, and characteristics of cultural assets.

8. Public Space: Public space refers to areas that are publicly accessible and open to all members of the
community. Public spaces can include parks, plazas, streets, and sidewalks.

9. Urban Design: Urban design refers to the planning and design of urban environments, including the
layout, configuration, and appearance of buildings, streets, and public spaces. Urban design can influence
the way people interact with and experience their surroundings, and can help create vibrant, livable
communities.

10. Sustainability: Sustainability refers to the ability of a community to meet its needs without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. Sustainability can involve the use
of renewable energy sources, the protection of natural resources, and the promotion of social and
economic equity.

Practical Applications:

The Graduate Certificate in Cultural Mapping of Urban Spaces can provide students with a range of practical
skills and knowledge that can be applied in a variety of contexts. For example, students may use digital
cartography and GIS techniques to create maps and databases of cultural assets in a community, helping to
inform decisions about cultural heritage preservation, urban planning, and community development.
Students may also use community engagement techniques to involve local residents in the planning and
implementation of public art and cultural landscapes, helping to build social capital and foster a sense of
community.

Challenges:

However, there are also several challenges that students in the program may face. For example, the
documentation and analysis of cultural assets can be time-consuming and resource-intensive, requiring
significant expertise and technical skills. Community engagement can also be challenging, as it requires
building trust and relationships with local residents and stakeholders, and navigating complex power
dynamics and political landscapes. Furthermore, the preservation of cultural heritage can be controversial,
as it often involves balancing the interests of different stakeholders, and making difficult decisions about
the allocation of resources.

Examples:
Examples of public art and cultural landscapes that demonstrate the concepts and techniques covered in
the Graduate Certificate in Cultural Mapping of Urban Spaces include:
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1. The 15-Minute City: The 15-minute city is a concept in urban planning that emphasizes the creation of
compact, walkable neighborhoods where residents can access all of their daily needs within a 15-minute
walk or bike ride. The 15-minute city can incorporate public art and cultural landscapes as a means of
activating public spaces, fostering community engagement, and promoting social and economic equity.

2. The High Line: The High Line is a public park built on an elevated rail line in New York City. The park
incorporates public art, landscaping, and programming as a means of engaging the local community and
attracting visitors from around the world.

3. The Watts Towers: The Watts Towers are a series of sculptures built by a single artist, Simon Rodia, in the
Watts neighborhood of Los Angeles. The towers are a symbol of the community's resilience and creativity,
and are a popular destination for tourists and locals alike.

4. The National Mall: The National Mall in Washington, D.C. is a cultural landscape that includes a range of
monuments, memorials, and museums. The National Mall is a symbol of American democracy and history,
and is a popular destination for tourists and locals alike.

5. The 1000 Landmarks Project: The 1000 Landmarks Project is an initiative to document and map cultural
assets in cities around the world. The project uses digital cartography and community engagement
techniques to create a crowdsourced database of cultural landmarks, helping to promote cultural heritage
preservation and urban planning.

Conclusion:

In conclusion, public art and cultural landscapes are important components of urban environments,
contributing to a community's cultural identity, heritage, and quality of life. The Graduate Certificate in
Cultural Mapping of Urban Spaces provides students with the skills and knowledge needed to document,
analyze, and visualize the cultural and spatial characteristics of urban environments, helping to inform
decisions about cultural heritage preservation, urban planning, and community development. However, the
documentation and analysis of cultural assets can be challenging, requiring significant expertise and
technical skills, as well as community engagement and collaboration. By addressing these challenges and
opportunities, students in the program can help create vibrant, livable communities that reflect the values,
needs, and interests of local residents.
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