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Undergraduate Certificate in Political Sciences Education (Namibia)

Research Methods In Politics

Hypothesis — A tentative statement that proposes a relationship between two or more variables. In political
research a hypothesis might predict that “higher levels of education increase voter turnout.” The hypothesis
guides the research design and determines which data must be collected. A common challenge is
formulating a hypothesis that is both testable and sufficiently narrow to allow precise measurement.

Variable — Any characteristic or attribute that can vary among units of analysis. Variables are the building
blocks of research questions and hypotheses. They are classified as independent (the cause) and dependent
(the effect). For instance, in a study of protest participation, “political efficacy” could be an independent
variable, while “frequency of protest attendance” is the dependent variable.

Operationalization — The process of defining abstract concepts in measurable terms. A researcher studying
"political trust” must decide how to translate the concept into survey items, such as a Likert scale ranging
from “strongly distrust” to “strongly trust.” Poor operationalization can lead to ambiguous results and
threaten validity.

Control Variable — A variable that is held constant or accounted for in order to isolate the effect of the
independent variable on the dependent variable. In a study of media influence on public opinion,
researchers might control for “age” and “education” to ensure that observed effects are not merely due to
demographic differences.

Case Study — An in-depth investigation of a single political unit, such as a country, region, party, or policy.
The case study method allows researchers to explore complex phenomena within their real-world context. A
typical challenge is the difficulty of generalizing findings beyond the specific case, which can be mitigated
by employing multiple case studies or comparative analysis.

Comparative Method — A research strategy that examines similarities and differences across two or more
cases. By systematically comparing variables across cases, scholars can identify patterns that may explain
political behavior or institutional outcomes. The main obstacle is ensuring that cases are comparable;
selection bias can distort results if cases differ in unobserved ways.

Survey — A systematic method of collecting data from a sample of respondents using a structured
questionnaire. Surveys are widely used to gauge public opinion, voting intentions, or policy preferences.
Practical challenges include low response rates, wording effects, and the risk of social desirability bias,
where respondents give answers they think are socially acceptable rather than truthful.

Questionnaire — The instrument used in a survey, consisting of a series of questions designed to elicit
information about variables of interest. Effective questionnaires balance brevity with depth, use clear
language, and avoid leading or ambiguous items. Pre-testing the questionnaire through a pilot study helps
identify problematic questions before full deployment.
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Interview — A qualitative data-collection technique that involves a researcher asking open-ended or
semi-structured questions directly to participants. Interviews provide rich, detailed insights into attitudes,
motivations, and experiences. They require skilled interviewers to avoid leading questions and to manage
power dynamics that could influence responses.

Focus Group — A group interview format where a small number of participants discuss a set of topics under
the guidance of a moderator. Focus groups generate interactive data, revealing how participants influence
each other’s views. Challenges include groupthink, where dominant voices suppress dissenting opinions,
and the difficulty of transcribing nuanced discussion.

Sampling — The process of selecting a subset of units from a larger population to represent that population
in research. The quality of a sample determines the credibility of any inferences about the broader group.
Sampling techniques vary in rigor and applicability, and each comes with specific trade-offs.

Probability Sampling — A sampling approach where every unit in the population has a known, non-zero
chance of being selected. Methods include random sampling, stratified sampling, and cluster sampling.
Probability sampling enables statistical generalization, but it can be costly and logistically demanding,
especially in contexts with limited sampling frames.

Random Sampling — The simplest form of probability sampling, where each unit is selected purely by
chance. For example, a researcher might use a random number generator to pick 500 Namibian voters from
an electoral register. Random sampling reduces selection bias but requires an up-to-date and
comprehensive list of the target population.

Stratified Sampling — A technique that divides the population into mutually exclusive groups (strata) such as
“urban” and “rural,” then randomly samples from each stratum proportionally. This ensures that key
sub-populations are represented. The main difficulty lies in accurately identifying strata and obtaining
reliable data on the size of each stratum.

Cluster Sampling — A method where clusters (e.G., Villages or schools) are randomly selected, and then all
members of the chosen clusters are surveyed. Cluster sampling is efficient when a sampling frame of
individuals is unavailable, but it can increase sampling error if clusters are internally homogeneous.

Non-Probability Sampling — Sampling techniques that do not give every unit a known chance of selection.
These include convenience sampling, purposive sampling, and snowball sampling. While faster and cheaper,
non-probability samples limit the ability to generalize findings to the broader population.

Convenience Sampling — Selecting participants who are readily available, such as interviewing shoppers at a
mall. This method is quick but highly prone to bias, as the sample may not reflect the target population’s
diversity. Researchers often use convenience samples for exploratory work, acknowledging the limitations in
any reporting.

Snowball Sampling — A technique used to reach hidden or hard-to-reach populations, where existing
participants recruit future participants from their networks. It is valuable for studying political activists
operating underground, but the resulting sample may be clustered around similar viewpoints, reducing
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external validity.

Reliability — The consistency of a measurement instrument over time and across observers. A reliable
questionnaire yields similar results when administered to the same respondents under comparable
conditions. Reliability is assessed through methods such as test-retest, inter-rater reliability, and internal
consistency (e.G., Cronbach’s alpha). Low reliability undermines confidence in any statistical analysis.

Validity — The extent to which a measurement captures the concept it intends to measure. Various forms of
validity are relevant in political research. Construct validity examines whether the instrument truly reflects
the theoretical construct, while content validity assesses whether the instrument covers all relevant aspects
of the construct. Criterion validity evaluates how well the measure predicts an external criterion. A study
lacking validity may produce findings that are accurate in measurement but irrelevant to the research
question.

Internal Validity — The degree to which observed effects can be attributed to the independent variable
rather than to confounding factors. Experimental designs with random assignment typically have high
internal validity. In non-experimental political research, researchers must employ techniques such as
statistical controls or matching to bolster internal validity.

External Validity — The extent to which findings can be generalized beyond the specific study context. High
external validity is essential when policymakers wish to apply research outcomes to broader settings.
Threats include sample characteristics that differ from the population, unique historical moments, or cultural
particularities.

Construct Validity — A form of validity that focuses on the relationship between the theoretical construct and
the operational measures. Researchers often use factor analysis to test whether survey items load onto
expected dimensions. For example, items measuring “political efficacy” should cluster together, distinct
from items measuring “political interest.”

Face Validity — The intuitive judgment that a measurement appears to assess the intended construct. While
not a rigorous test, face validity matters for respondent acceptance; a questionnaire that looks irrelevant
may be ignored or answered carelessly.

Content Validity — The extent to which a measurement instrument includes all relevant facets of the
construct. Experts typically review the instrument to ensure comprehensive coverage. In a study of
"democratic participation,” content validity would require items on voting, protest, community meetings,
and online engagement.

Criterion Validity — The degree to which a measure correlates with an external criterion known to represent
the construct. Predictive criterion validity assesses future outcomes (e.G., A pre-election poll predicting
actual vote shares), while concurrent criterion validity compares the measure with a simultaneously
collected benchmark.

Measurement Error — The difference between the observed value and the true value of a variable. Errors can
be random (noise) or systematic (bias). Random error reduces reliability, while systematic error threatens
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validity. Researchers mitigate measurement error through careful instrument design, pilot testing, and
training of data collectors.

Bias — Systematic deviation from the true value due to flaws in research design, data collection, or analysis.
Types of bias relevant to political research include selection bias, response bias, and researcher bias.
Recognizing and correcting bias is essential for credible findings.

Selection Bias — Occurs when the sample is not representative of the population because of the way
participants are selected. An example is studying voter behavior using only telephone surveys in regions
with limited phone coverage, which may exclude poorer households. Remedies include using probability
sampling and weighting adjustments.

Response Bias — The tendency of respondents to answer questions inaccurately, often due to social
desirability, acquiescence, or extreme responding. In politically sensitive surveys, respondents may
underreport support for unpopular parties. Techniques such as anonymous questionnaires, indirect
questioning, or the list-experiment method help reduce response bias.

Researcher Bias — The influence of the researcher’s expectations, values, or personal relationships on data
collection and interpretation. In qualitative interviews, a researcher’s tone may unintentionally steer
participants toward certain answers. Reflexivity—explicitly acknowledging one’s biases—and peer debriefing
are strategies to mitigate researcher bias.

Ethical Considerations — The set of principles that guide responsible conduct in research, ensuring respect
for participants, integrity of data, and societal benefit. Core aspects include informed consent,
confidentiality, anonymity, and the right to withdraw. Ethical lapses can damage public trust and invalidate
research outcomes.

Informed Consent — The process by which participants are fully briefed on the study’s purpose, procedures,
risks, and benefits, and voluntarily agree to take part. Consent forms must be written in clear language,
especially when engaging participants with limited literacy. Failure to obtain proper consent can lead to
institutional sanctions.

Confidentiality — The assurance that information provided by participants will not be disclosed to
unauthorized parties. Researchers must store data securely, using encryption where possible, and limit
access to the research team. In political contexts, breaches of confidentiality can expose participants to
retaliation.

Anonymity — A stronger protection where participants’ identities are not recorded at all. Anonymity is
essential in studies involving dissident groups or whistleblowers. However, anonymity can limit the ability to
follow up with participants for longitudinal research.

Institutional Review Board (IRB) — A committee that reviews research proposals to ensure compliance with
ethical standards. In Namibia, universities often have an ethics committee that serves a similar function.
Researchers must submit detailed protocols, including risk assessments and data-handling plans, before
data collection begins.
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Data Collection — The systematic gathering of information relevant to the research question. Methods
include surveys, interviews, observations, experiments, and archival research. The choice of method depends
on the nature of the variables, the desired level of precision, and resource constraints.

Primary Data — Information collected directly by the researcher for the specific study at hand. Examples
include field interviews with party activists or original survey data on voter attitudes. Primary data provide
control over measurement but require significant time and financial investment.

Secondary Data — Existing data that were originally collected for other purposes, such as election results,
census tables, or public opinion polls. Secondary data are cost-effective and often cover large populations,
but researchers must assess the quality, relevance, and comparability of the data sources.

Archival Research — The use of historical documents, official records, newspapers, or other written sources to
answer research questions. Archival research is valuable for studying political transitions, policy evolution, or
the development of party systems. Challenges include incomplete records, biased reporting, and the need
for careful source criticism.

Content Analysis — A systematic coding technique used to quantify the presence of specific words, themes,
or symbols in textual or visual material. For example, analyzing parliamentary speeches for references to
“security” versus "development.” Content analysis can be manual or computer-assisted (e.G., Using software
for keyword frequency). Reliability depends on clear coding rules and coder training.

Discourse Analysis — A qualitative method that examines how language constructs social reality, power
relations, and ideologies. Discourse analysis is suited for exploring how political actors frame issues, such as
the rhetoric surrounding “migration.” It requires interpretive skill and attention to context, and findings are
often not statistically generalizable.

Coding — The process of assigning numerical or categorical labels to qualitative data for analysis. In a study
of protest slogans, each slogan could be coded for “peaceful” or “violent” orientation. Consistency in coding
is ensured through codebooks and inter-coder reliability checks.

Thematic Analysis — A method for identifying, analyzing, and reporting patterns (themes) within qualitative
data. Researchers read interview transcripts, generate initial codes, and then collate codes into broader
themes such as “trust in institutions” or “perceived corruption.” Thematic analysis provides a flexible yet
systematic way to interpret rich data.

Statistical Analysis — The application of mathematical techniques to summarize, explore, and infer
relationships from quantitative data. Statistical analysis ranges from simple descriptive measures to complex
multivariate modeling. Software packages such as SPSS, Stata, or R are commonly used in political science.

Descriptive Statistics — Summaries that describe the main features of a dataset, including measures of
central tendency (mean, median) and dispersion (standard deviation, range). Descriptive statistics are often
the first step in reporting survey results, offering a snapshot of variables like “percentage of respondents
who support Party A.”
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Inferential Statistics — Techniques that allow researchers to draw conclusions about a population based on
sample data. Inferential methods include hypothesis testing, confidence intervals, and regression analysis.
They rely on probability theory and assumptions about data distribution.

Correlation — A statistical measure that indicates the strength and direction of a linear relationship between
two variables. A positive correlation between “media exposure” and “political knowledge” suggests that as
one increases, so does the other. Correlation does not imply causation; a third variable may drive both.

Regression — A set of statistical techniques that estimate the relationship between a dependent variable and
one or more independent variables. Linear regression predicts continuous outcomes (e.G., “Vote share”),
while logistic regression predicts binary outcomes (e.G., “Voted vs. Did not vote”). Regression coefficients
indicate the magnitude of effect, controlling for other variables.

Chi-Square Test — A non-parametric test used to assess whether there is a significant association between
two categorical variables. For instance, a chi-square test can examine whether support for a policy differs
across ethnic groups. The test requires a sufficient sample size to ensure expected cell frequencies are not
too low.

t-Test — A statistical test that compares the means of two groups to determine if they differ significantly. A
t-test might compare average political participation scores between urban and rural respondents.
Assumptions include normality of the distribution and homogeneity of variances.

ANOVA (Analysis of Variance) — An extension of the t-test that compares means across three or more
groups. ANOVA helps identify whether differences among groups are statistically significant, for example,
comparing voter turnout across multiple regions. Post-hoc tests (e.G., Tukey's HSD) pinpoint which specific
groups differ.

Hypothesis Testing — The process of evaluating whether observed data support a stated hypothesis.
Researchers calculate a test statistic, compare it to a critical value, and decide whether to reject the null
hypothesis. The outcome depends on the predetermined significance level.

Null Hypothesis — The default statement that there is no effect or relationship between variables. In a study
of campaign spending, the null hypothesis might assert that “campaign spending has no impact on vote
share.” Rejection of the null suggests that an effect exists.

Alternative Hypothesis — The statement that contradicts the null hypothesis, indicating the presence of an
effect or relationship. Continuing the campaign spending example, the alternative hypothesis would claim
that "higher campaign spending increases vote share.”

Significance Level — The threshold (commonly set at 0.05) That determines the probability of rejecting the
null hypothesis when it is actually true (type | error). A significance level of 0.05 Means there is a 5% chance
of a false positive finding.

p-Value — The probability of obtaining a test statistic at least as extreme as the one observed, assuming the
null hypothesis is true. A p-value below the significance level leads to rejection of the null hypothesis.

Read online: https://learnuni.com/guides/4634768/research-methods- LearnUNI - 21 Jun 2026
in-politics



LearnUNI GUIDE

LEARNING SHOULD BE FREE

Researchers must interpret p-values cautiously, avoiding the “p-value equals truth” fallacy.

Confidence Interval — A range of values within which the true population parameter is expected to lie with a
specified probability (e.G., 95%). Confidence intervals provide a sense of precision; a narrow interval
indicates higher certainty about the estimate.

Sampling Error — The difference between a sample estimate and the true population parameter due to
chance alone. Sampling error is quantified by the margin of error. Larger samples reduce sampling error,
but they cannot eliminate it entirely.

Margin of Error — An expression of the maximum expected difference between the sample estimate and the
true population value, usually reported at a 95% confidence level. In a poll showing 48 % support for a party
with a £3 % margin of error, the true support could be as low as 45% or as high as 51 %.

Generalizability — The extent to which research findings can be applied to broader contexts or different
populations. Generalizability depends on the sampling method, sample size, and similarity between the
study setting and the target context. Mixed-methods designs often enhance generalizability by
triangulating quantitative breadth with qualitative depth.

Triangulation — The use of multiple methods, data sources, or theoretical perspectives to cross-validate
findings. For instance, a researcher might combine a survey, focus groups, and archival analysis to study the
impact of decentralization. Triangulation strengthens credibility but requires careful integration of diverse
data.

Mixed Methods — An approach that deliberately integrates quantitative and qualitative techniques within a
single study. Mixed-methods designs can be sequential (e.G., Survey followed by interviews) or concurrent
(both collected simultaneously). The approach offers a more comprehensive view of political phenomena
but demands proficiency in both methodological traditions.

Qualitative Research — A set of methods focused on understanding meanings, processes, and experiences
through non-numeric data. Techniques include interviews, participant observation, and document analysis.
Qualitative research excels at theory generation and exploring complex, context-dependent issues, though
its findings are often not statistically generalizable.

Quantitative Research — A methodological tradition that emphasizes measurement, numeric data, and
statistical analysis. Quantitative research seeks to test hypotheses, estimate relationships, and produce
generalizable findings. It is well-suited for large-scale surveys and experiments but may overlook nuanced
perspectives.

Positivist Paradigm — A philosophical stance asserting that reality is objective and can be studied through
empirical observation and logical analysis. Positivist research typically employs quantitative methods, seeks
causal explanations, and assumes that researchers can remain detached observers.

Interpretivist Paradigm — A philosophical orientation that emphasizes the socially constructed nature of
reality and the importance of understanding actors’ meanings. Interpretivist research favors qualitative
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methods, acknowledges researcher subjectivity, and focuses on context-specific interpretations.

Constructivist Paradigm — A perspective that views knowledge as co-created between researcher and
participants. Constructivist researchers often employ participatory approaches, such as community-based
action research, to generate insights that are both academically rigorous and socially relevant.

Epistemology — The branch of philosophy concerned with the nature and scope of knowledge. In political
research, epistemological positions influence methodological choices; for example, a realist epistemology
may justify the use of large-scale surveys to uncover “real” patterns of voting behavior.

Ontology — The study of the nature of being and existence. Ontological assumptions shape how researchers
conceptualize political entities—whether parties are seen as discrete actors with stable identities or as fluid
coalitions that change over time.

Literature Review — A systematic synthesis of existing scholarly work on a particular topic. A thorough
literature review identifies gaps, informs theoretical development, and situates the current study within the
broader academic conversation. It also helps avoid duplication of effort and refines research questions.

Theoretical Framework — The set of concepts and theories that guide the analysis of a research problem. For
example, applying “political opportunity structure” theory to explain protest mobilization. The theoretical
framework shapes variable selection, hypothesis formulation, and interpretation of results.

Conceptual Framework — A visual or narrative representation of the relationships among key concepts in a
study. While similar to a theoretical framework, the conceptual framework is often more pragmatic,
outlining how variables are expected to interact based on the researcher’s logic.

Research Design — The overall plan that specifies how data will be collected, analyzed, and interpreted to
answer the research question. Common designs include cross-sectional surveys, longitudinal panel studies,
experiments, and case studies. The design must align with the epistemological stance and research
objectives.

Cross-Sectional Study — A research design that captures data at a single point in time. Cross-sectional
surveys are useful for describing public opinion during an election cycle. However, they cannot establish
causality or track changes over time.

Longitudinal Study — A design that follows the same units over multiple time periods, allowing researchers
to observe dynamics and causal sequences. Panel surveys tracking voter attitudes across several elections
are a classic example. Longitudinal studies face challenges such as panel attrition and higher costs.

Panel Study — A specific type of longitudinal study where the same respondents are repeatedly surveyed.
Panel data enable sophisticated techniques like fixed-effects regression, which control for unobserved
individual characteristics. Maintaining panel integrity requires careful tracking and incentives for continued
participation.

Experimental Design — A methodological approach that manipulates an independent variable while
controlling for other factors, allowing researchers to infer causality. Laboratory experiments, field
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experiments, and natural experiments each offer varying degrees of control and ecological validity.

Quasi-Experimental Design — An approach that approximates experimental conditions but lacks random
assignment. Examples include “difference-in-differences” analysis of policy changes across regions.
Quasi-experiments are valuable when true experiments are infeasible, though internal validity may be
weaker.

Field Experiment — An experiment conducted in a natural setting, such as a real-world voting precinct where
researchers test the impact of a campaign flyer on turnout. Field experiments increase external validity but
may encounter logistical and ethical constraints.

Lab Experiment — An experiment conducted in a controlled environment, often using simulated political
scenarios. Lab experiments enable precise manipulation of variables, but findings may suffer from low
external validity because participants know they are in a study.

Case Selection — The process of choosing which units to study. Selection strategies include
"most-similar” (units that share many characteristics) and “most-different” (units that differ on key variables).
Thoughtful case selection enhances the ability to draw causal inferences.

Unit of Analysis — The entity that is being studied, such as individuals, households, parties, or states. The unit
of analysis must be consistent with the research question; studying “voter behavior” requires individuals as
the unit, whereas “policy diffusion” requires countries or regions.

Level of Analysis — The scale at which the phenomenon is examined: Macro-level (national systems),
meso-level (regional or institutional), or micro-level (individual attitudes). Researchers often integrate
multiple levels to capture the full complexity of political processes.

Macro-Level — The broad, systemic perspective that examines whole societies, political institutions, or
international relations. Examples include studying the impact of globalization on state sovereignty or
analyzing cross-national patterns of authoritarian resilience.

Meso-Level — The intermediate scale that focuses on sub-national units, organizations, or networks.
Research on party factionalism or regional development policies typically operates at the meso-level.

Micro-Level — The individual or small-group perspective, concerned with attitudes, beliefs, and personal
behavior. Micro-level studies might explore why certain citizens engage in protest or how personal identity
shapes voting decisions.

Political Behavior — The actions and attitudes of citizens that affect the political system, including voting,
campaigning, protest, and civic engagement. Researchers measure political behavior through surveys,
observation, and experimental manipulation.

Public Opinion — The aggregate set of views held by a population on political issues. Public opinion is often
gauged through opinion polls and can influence policy decisions, electoral outcomes, and party strategies.

Voting — The act of casting a ballot in an election. Voting behavior is a central focus of political science,
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examined through variables such as party identification, issue salience, and socioeconomic status.

Political Participation — A broader concept that includes voting, protest, petitioning, contacting officials, and
other forms of civic engagement. Participation is measured both quantitatively (frequency counts) and
qualitatively (motivation narratives).

Policy Analysis — The systematic evaluation of public policies, assessing their objectives, design,
implementation, and outcomes. Policy analysis uses both quantitative indicators (e.G., Poverty rates) and
qualitative case studies to determine effectiveness.

Policy Evaluation — A subset of policy analysis that focuses on measuring the impact of a specific policy after
implementation. Evaluation methods include experimental designs (e.G., Randomized control trials) and
quasi-experimental techniques (e.G., Propensity score matching).

Political Institutions — The formal structures that organize political life, such as legislatures, executives,
judiciaries, and electoral bodies. Institutional analysis examines how rules, procedures, and organization
affect political outcomes.

Political Parties — Organized groups that seek to gain and exercise political power by contesting elections.
Party research explores topics like ideology, internal democracy, voter base, and coalition behavior.

Electoral Systems — The set of rules that determine how votes are translated into seats. Common systems
include first-past-the-post, proportional representation, and mixed-member majoritarian. Electoral system
design influences party systems, representation, and governance stability.

Democratic Consolidation — The process through which a new democracy becomes stable, institutionalized,
and widely accepted. Indicators of consolidation include regular elections, respect for civil liberties, and
effective checks and balances.

Governance — The mechanisms, processes, and institutions through which collective decisions are made and
implemented. Governance research considers both formal institutions and informal practices such as
patronage networks.

Political Culture — The set of attitudes, values, and beliefs that shape political behavior and expectations.
Measuring political culture often involves surveys on trust in institutions, civic duty, and national identity.

Political Ideology — A system of ideas that explains how society should be organized, often positioned on a
left-right spectrum. Ideology influences policy preferences, party affiliation, and voting patterns.

Political Socialization — The lifelong process by which individuals acquire political attitudes and values,
typically through family, education, media, and peer groups. Longitudinal surveys track changes in political
attitudes from youth to adulthood.

Political Communication — The study of how information, symbols, and messages circulate within the
political arena. Topics include media framing, campaign advertising, and digital political discourse.
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Political Economy — The interdisciplinary study of how economic forces and political institutions interact.
Political-economy research may examine how trade policies affect domestic labor markets or how fiscal
rules shape party competition.

Governance Indicators — Quantitative measures that assess the quality of governance, such as the World
Bank’s “"Control of Corruption” index or the “Rule of Law" score. Researchers use these indicators to
compare countries and to test hypotheses about development outcomes.

Political Risk — The probability that political decisions or events will affect the stability of a country or the
profitability of investments. Political risk analysis incorporates factors such as regime stability, policy
continuity, and social unrest.

Political Stability — The durability and predictability of a political system, often measured by the frequency of
government turnover, incidence of conflict, or durability of constitutional arrangements. Stability is a
prerequisite for long-term development planning.

Governance Reforms — Policy initiatives aimed at improving the efficiency, transparency, and accountability
of public institutions. Evaluating reforms requires baseline data, clear performance metrics, and longitudinal
tracking.

Political Risk Assessment — A systematic process that evaluates potential threats to political stability, often
used by multinational corporations and investors. The assessment draws on qualitative expert judgments
and quantitative indicators such as protest frequency or election volatility.

Political Stability Index — A composite measure that aggregates various indicators (e.G., Government
durability, civil unrest, institutional quality) to provide a single score for comparative analysis. Researchers
must be cautious about weighting choices, as they can affect rankings.

Policy Diffusion — The process by which policy ideas spread from one jurisdiction to another. Diffusion
studies often use network analysis to map the pathways through which innovations travel, such as the
adoption of renewable-energy subsidies across African nations.

Policy Transfer — The deliberate borrowing of policy solutions from other contexts. Researchers examine
whether transferred policies retain effectiveness or encounter “policy failure” due to mismatched
institutional settings.

Political Legitimacy — The perception that a government’s authority is appropriate and justified. Legitimacy
is measured through surveys on public trust, compliance rates, and perceived fairness of institutions.

Political Accountability — The mechanisms that ensure public officials are answerable for their actions.
Accountability can be formal (e.G., Legislative oversight) or informal (e.G., Media scrutiny). Empirical studies
often use indicators such as corruption perception indices or audit results.

Political Corruption — The misuse of public power for private gain. Corruption research employs surveys
(e.G., Perception of corruption), audits, and case studies. Measuring corruption is challenging because it is
often hidden and subject to social desirability bias.
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Political Participation Gap — The disparity in civic engagement across socioeconomic groups. Researchers
quantify the gap using turnout rates, protest participation, or membership in civil-society organizations.
Addressing the gap is a policy priority for strengthening democratic inclusion.

Political Efficacy — The belief that one can influence political processes. Efficacy is measured through
self-report items on perceived influence and knowledge. High efficacy is linked to higher turnout and
greater likelihood of activism.

Political Polarization — The growing ideological distance and affective hostility between political groups.
Polarization is studied through content analysis of party manifestos, surveys on ideological self-placement,
and network analysis of social media interactions.

Political Mobilization — The process of rallying individuals and groups to take political action. Mobilization
research examines the role of parties, NGOs, and digital platforms in encouraging participation.

Political Representation — The relationship between elected officials and their constituents. Representation
studies assess descriptive representation (demographic similarity) and substantive representation (policy
alignment). Methods include constituency surveys and legislative voting analysis.

Political Accountability Mechanisms — Institutional tools such as audits, ombudsmen, and public hearings
that enable citizens to hold officials responsible. Empirical work evaluates the effectiveness of these
mechanisms by tracking outcomes like reduced corruption or improved service delivery.

Political Legitimacy Measurement — Techniques for quantifying legitimacy, including Likert-scale questions
on trust, perceived fairness, and satisfaction with democracy. Cross-national surveys like the Afrobarometer
provide comparative data.

Political Identity — The sense of belonging to a political group, often shaping attitudes and behavior. Identity
is measured through questions about party affiliation, ideological self-placement, or regional belonging.

Political Leadership — The ability of individuals to influence political outcomes, set agendas, and mobilize
support. Leadership studies use biographical analysis, elite interviews, and discourse analysis to uncover
leadership styles and effectiveness.

Political Agency — The capacity of actors to act independently and make choices. Agency is examined in
studies of social movements, where participants exercise collective agency to challenge existing power
structures.

Political Narrative — The stories that political actors construct to explain events, justify policies, or mobilize
supporters. Narrative analysis dissects plot elements, characters, and moral lessons embedded in speeches
or campaign ads.

Political Symbolism — The use of symbols (flags, slogans, colors) to convey political meaning. Symbolic
analysis explores how symbols reinforce identity, legitimize authority, or provoke dissent.

Political Geography — The spatial dimension of politics, including the study of electoral districts, resource
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distribution, and regional conflict. Geographic Information Systems (GIS) enable mapping of voting
patterns, conflict hotspots, or development disparities.

Political Demography — The study of how population characteristics (age, ethnicity, migration) influence
political outcomes. Demographic data are combined with election results to predict shifts in party support.

Political Forecasting — The use of statistical models to predict future political events such as election results,
policy adoption, or conflict onset. Forecasting relies on historical data, polling, and expert judgment, and
must account for uncertainty.

Political Simulation — The creation of computational models that mimic political processes, allowing
researchers to test alternative scenarios. Agent-based models, for instance, simulate how individual voters
interact and how collective outcomes emerge.

Political Decision-Making — The processes through which actors select among policy alternatives.
Decision-making research draws on rational choice theory, bounded rationality, and cognitive psychology
to explain how choices are made under uncertainty.

Political Elite — The small group of individuals who hold disproportionate influence over political decisions,
such as senior officials, party leaders, and business magnates. Elite interviews and network analysis uncover
the pathways of influence and power concentration.

Political Patronage — The allocation of resources, jobs, or favors in exchange for political support. Patronage
studies examine how client-list systems affect service delivery and democratic accountability.

Political Corruption Index — A composite score that aggregates multiple indicators of corruption, often used
for cross-national comparisons. Researchers must be transparent about data sources, weighting, and
methodological limitations.

Political Survey Experiment — An experimental design embedded within a survey, where respondents are
randomly assigned to different question frames or information treatments. Survey experiments can test
causal effects of message framing on policy support.
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